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RANK AND NOBILITY. 

A STORY-BY JEANNE MARIE. 

Translated for the Era, by Dr. Edwin A. Atlee. 

The Minister’s lady undesignedly said what 
tended to disquiet Baler ; but, though he felt 
the hitter reproof of her words, he turned cool¬ 
ly from her, and addressed himself to Globen, 
who just then entered tfie.bpx 

“Why hast thou forsaken the -Countess 
Eisheim ? ” asked the latter. “ Hast thou in¬ 
formed her of the party to-morrow ? Will she 
partake I” 

“ Not yet,” answered Baler ; “ 1 did not wish 
to leave the ladies while thou wast buzzing 
about Lady X-.” 

During the first act, Count Sternhof had 
been combating with himself whether to go 
over to Erika, and place himself in close prox¬ 
imity to his mother. To avoid all appearance, 
it seemed necessary to be done. The want of 
good manners might cost him much. So, after 
the third aot, he made up his mind, and went. 
Erika had not taken notice of Baler's neglect, 
another lady having engaged his attention. 
After exohanging looks with Adrian, in which' 
she expressed joy not easily to be mistaken, he 
.repaired to the other side of the box, and 
turned his whole attention to the stage, and 
between the acts to his mother. Not a look 
nor motion betrayed to Erika the least interest 
in her presence. She seemed not to attract 
his attention for a moment, even when the 
words of the poet declared her own thoughts, 
and her looks gave evidence that she aocorded 
with them. But she could calculate much on 
this case; and so she thought; for declaratory 
was the expression of Adrian's features, in the 
moment of intelligence, yet with equal indiffer¬ 
ence and coldness did it afterwards change. 

“ This hurts me,” thought Erika ; “ there is 
contempt in this behaviour. How have I merit¬ 
ed it? Besides, he is the only one for whose 
notice I would strive, the only one perhaps 
who might be capable of answering the great 
question of my life. This rigid reserve, this 
negligent smile, cannot he nature.” 

Erika had seen Adrian twice; he was there¬ 
fore less a stranger to her than the rest of the 
gentlemen of the company. She knew his 
character, from the communications of the 
Duke—his heart, from the glowing descrip¬ 
tions of Hyppolith. She had moreover read a 
letter of liis, in which he clearly explained his 
religious views, in answer to the Duke’s invita¬ 
tion to Reiohsfeld as parish preacher. Every 
word of this letter evinced reflection and ma¬ 
turity of understanding. She was charmed 
with him, and much desired his acquaintance. 
Then she heard him in the cathedral, when 
his discourse corresponded with her expecta¬ 
tion, and her opinion was more confirmed. She 
saw him at the artist’s exhibition; and her 
conversation with him there affected her soul, 
unceasingly occupied her thoughts, and gave 
her hopes of bright hours in his company. But 
these bright hours had not come; and though 
a slight doubt arose in her mind when at the 
Duke’s, yet she hoped for certainty here. But 
what could prejudice Adrian against her; how 
had she given occasion for his strict and foroed 
reserve ? 

Absorbed in deep meditation, she neither 
heard the conversation of the gentlemen in the 
box, nor their going out; and when Baler 
bowed and wished her a good evening, she was 
aroused in a fright. His vanity misinterpreted 
her emotion; and with a soft, tremulous tone, 
he addressed her : 

“ Why so thoughtful ? ” 

_ “ Why so affected ? ” answered Erika, giving 
him a searching look. “ Has the piece so laid 
hold of you ? ” 

Baler blushed! Every word could be heard 
in his mother’s box. He did not look into it, 
but eontintied in light conversation with Erika. 
Mrs. MhOer trembled with emotion. Adrian 
lost nothing. Edmund in the hack-ground 
squeezed himself in a corner of the box, and 
was quite negligent of the presence of Sera¬ 
phine, though a sight of her gave him pain. 
His dialogue with his brother in the afternoon 
still sounded in his oar, and the words, “ Thou 
wilt disgrace thyself,” unceasingly reproached 
him. A delicate sensitiveness kept him from 
entering Globen’s box, where the voices of 
coxcombs around Seraphine were soon heard 
in the soft tones of politeness. Swarms of but¬ 
terflies in uniforms and black frocks flattered 
and flirted about her as the graceful fairy. No 
serious countenance bespoke pity or regret. 
Thus was Edmund convinced that all was sem¬ 
blance and disguise. His confidence had been 
great, and this ease gave evidence of his weak¬ 
ness and self-delusion. 

“ I will see her again to-morrow, in the cab¬ 
inet, when she will be near ; we will exchange 
words and looks, and the so-called great world 
will he nothing .in our view.” 

So thought Edmund, when there was a knock 
at the box door. Mrs. Muller was so evidently 
sinking, that Adrian, affrighted, threw his 
arm around her. The unhappy woman had 
indulged the hope, from moment to moment, 
that Baler, transported by the force of the 
poem, would not be able to withstand the in¬ 
fluence of the play,, which so wonderfully rep¬ 
resented circumstances similar to those whicn 

related mutually to him and her; and-but 

she had been further engaged in her dream,' 
full of hope, when a knocking at the box door 
formed as it were the concluding point of her 
inferences. Baler was coming to renew his 
acquaintance with the painter, and at the t 
time to direct a few words to her, Bu 

E lace of her beloved son, she saw a strange 
ead. and a strange voice politely said— 

“ Pardon me, Mr. Muller, if I interrupt, 
come in the name of my sister, who had fixed 
on to-morrow for the last sitting, to desire you 
to defer it for a day or two.” 

Edmund smilingly bowed assent, while aoute 
pain affeoted his heart. 

“The Duke has arranged a great sleighing- 
party for to-morrow, on a trip to Rosenholj” 
continued Globen, “of which Seraphine wishes 
to partake; and since ice and snow are not 
every day at our command, as your 1 colors and 

pencils are at yours, you will pardon if” - 

“Very cheerfully. 1 will come afterwards 
to know the hours.” 

The door closed after Globen. The fourth 
act of the play began, and the Baron ap¬ 
proached Baler, who just eame out of the 
Eisheim box. 

“ How now?” asked Globen. 

“ The Countess does not participate—she is 
going to leave the city.” 

“ The deuce! And thou hast consented 1 
Impossible, my friend. Has anything happen¬ 
ed between you ? Perhaps a breach.” 

“Nothing, nothing in the least. Women 
have whims,” answered Baler, with an affected 
yawn, and immediately saluted Prince Hyppo¬ 
lith, who came up to him, while Globen hast¬ 
ened further. 

Adrian was in a fearful predicament. Anx¬ 
iety for his mother and Lucie lacerated his 
heart. The secret which agitated the former 
convulsively at every noise, every movemc ' 
gave evidence of anxious[solicitude lest it shoi 
be betrayed; and he also saw hi« sister 
threatening danger. On the morrow they w< 
to go to Rosenhof—the Duke bad arranged the 
party. Hyppolith, who perhaps was already 
there to meet them, might have discovered 
Lucie’s retreat, might himself he with her. 
Adrian was unwilling to indulge these appre¬ 
hensions ; but in restless constraint he looked 


for the end 6f the tragedy. He could no longer 
bear the narrow box; his anxiety drove him to 
activity. Every minute that kept him musing 
here, seemed to.portend harm to his sister. He 
■ in feverish excitement, hut was in some 
uro composed when he saw Hyppolith en¬ 
ter the Duke’s box. 

The fifth aot began, and Mrs. Muller’s agi¬ 
tation was at itB height. Baler’s voice reached 
her, so pleasant, so distinct, so free from anxiety, 
betraying nevertheless a deeper feeling. It was 
cruel. Without turning to her, he left the box, 
and again stood opposite her, coldly and indif¬ 
ferently ogling the public, and paying but little 
attention to the stage. There the passions 
were at the height. Richard, not acknowl¬ 
edged by his mother, east off in want and 
wretchedness, is resolving to leave the world, 
when Lady Macclesfield enters, in consequence 
of information from Hannah. The meeting is 
truly affecting. The lady reoognises him, and 
her obduracy melts. 

" It is indeed my son ! ” she cries aloud. The 
je rang piercingly in Mrs. Muller’s ears. 
Her glance flew over to Baler, who, still void of | 
feeling, hold the Lorgnet to his eye. A chord 
broke in her heart, and with a faint cry she 
swbwied ' away. Most of the spectators were 
not aware of this tragedy in tragedy, hut Erika 
looked on the scone in the box with sympa¬ 
thizing and throbbing heart. It impelled her 
to offer help. She was nearest, knew the lady— 
a glance, a word exchanged with her father, 
and she hasted to her duty. 

Adrian had taken his mother in his strong 
arms, and carried her out of the box, to with¬ 
draw her from the view of the crowd, and 
bring her into a more airy apartment. Ed¬ 
mund was about to hasten in search of a car¬ 
riage, when Erika met him, and said : 

“ Our carriage waits below. Permit me, Mr. 
Miiller, to take your mother home in it. We 

omen understand best how to treat the sick.” 

There was no time for reflection. It was 
necessary that Mrs. Muller should he placed 
in safety, ere the crowd, now rushing Out, 
should suffocate her. 

A look of thankfulness answered the Count¬ 
ess, and he carried his mother down the steps. 
Edmund meanwhile threw Erika’s cloak and 
capote over her; and both in haste followed 
those who were stepping out, Having arrived 
below, they found a formidable bulwark of 
carriages ; but Erika’s voice was heard, Fred¬ 
eric answered, and immediately Eisheim’s 
equipage drew up before the portal; and while 
Edmund went for a physician, Erika drove 
with Mrs. Muller in her arms, and Adrian op¬ 
posite, to --street. 

The situation of the young Countess was one 
so singular, that she would herself have thought 
it impossible, an hour or two before. And yet 
it was so natural a consequence of humane and 
Christian duty. She could not do otherwise, 
and calmed herself in the peculiarity of dri- 

f through the city at night, as it were alone 
a strange man. The bright street lights 
shot through the glass windows of the carriage, 
so that they could see each other distinctly. 
Mrs. Miiller still lay pale and senseless in a 
corner of the carriage, her head leaning on 
Erika’s shoulder. Adrian, holding his mother’s 
hand in his, sat opposite, with uneasy looks 
watching the countenance of the sufferer. 
Erika, with blushing cheeks, and eyes glisten¬ 
ing in their nun-like veiling, did not stir; and 
thus the three, shut in motionless in a confined 
place, and under much secret agitation, arrived 
at-street. The carriage Btopped as direct¬ 

ed, and Adrian hasted to open the door, while 
Erika gently raised Mrs. Muller. 

“It is indeed'my son !” said she, with faint 

“ Thank God! ” cried Erika, “ she is recov- 

Mrs. Muller gazed on the strange lady, and 
in surprise asked— 

“Have I betrayed him?” 

But Erika understood her not, but called to 
Adrian, who was returning, that his mother 
had awoke from her stupefaction, and spoken. 

“Where is Mrs. Muller's-bed-chamber ?” ; 
asked Erika of the maid who was lighting 
them ; and turning to Adrian, said; 

“ You must allow me to take care of your 
mother till the physician comes.” 

Without waiting for his answer, she followed 
the maid, who led her to a comfortable, mod¬ 
erately-warmed sleeping-room. Here Erika, 
with the help of the stranger, quietly selected 
the suitable means for restoration; and when, 
half an hour afterwards, there was a knock at 
the door, and the physician was. admitted, 
Adrian saw through tlie opening how Erika 
kneeled at the bed of the patient, and smiling¬ 
ly bent down to speak in gentleness to her. 

“ She is better,” said Erika to Adrian, clear¬ 
ing the way for him and the physician. “ How 
glad I am that all danger is over ! ” 

“ Countess,” answered Adrian, falling at her 
feet, “ I honor and thank you.” 

“1 am so happy!” said she, with indescri¬ 
bable expression. 

"You must ever be so,” answered Adrian; 
r one so good as you carries heaven in her 
bosom.” 

“And yet no star seems as yet to rise in this 
heaven, Mr. Muller,” she hurriedly continued. 

“ I have reflected much on our conversation at 
the artists’ exhibition. It has been so frequent¬ 
ly revived, that I wished to ask you some c 
“ons; but no opportunity offered.” 

Adrian blushed. He thought of the evening 
at the Duke’s. Erika had no idea of how muoh 
that surrender cost him. And he politely said; 

“I shall in a few days have the honor: 
but”- 

“You were sick?” interrupted Erika. 

“ I was sick; at least my head was not in 
order that-evening.” 

For some time they stood mute. It was as if 
their minds held silent dialogue, Their change 
of color, the expression of their mien, the 
brightness of their eyes, betokened at least 
inward life. 

“The physioian stays very long,” said Erika, 
at last. 

But at this moment he came with Edmund 
from the sick chamber. 

“ SJje will have a good night; it is nothing' 
of moment,” said the physician, with compo¬ 
sure, while looking for his hat. “An over-ex¬ 
citement of the nerves, and consequent relaxa¬ 
tion-nothing more. I will see her again ' ~ 

Erika went to take an affectionate leave of 
Mrs. Muller, and prepared to leave the house, 
her carriage being still in waiting. 

“ Accompany the Countess,” whispered Adri¬ 
an to his brother. Erika heard. 

“ I thank you,” said she, and the tears trem¬ 
bled as she spoke. “Remain here; Frederic 
will take me safely home.” 

Edmund handed her into the carriage, while 
Adrian stood motionless for a time, listening to 
the rattle of the wheels as they rolled along. 
Edmund got up behind. 

Erika found herself in a strange'state of 
mind on leaving Mrs. Muller’s house, and, 
leaning against the carriage, gave herself up 
to reflection. In this seclusion, with the mo¬ 
notonous music of the wheels, she could have 
wished to drive round the world. -Adrian’s 
behaviour was so mueh of an enigma, that the 
solution of it engaged her earnestly. The ele¬ 
vation of his character ; his stability, that wa¬ 
vered not a moment; the calm which seemed 
to rival coldness, and was nevertheless the no¬ 
blest; the determined will, and discernment of i 
the right; the sure, nice tact; the strict habit 
observable in the most exciting and decisive 
situations—all these were qualities which at¬ 
tracted Erika ; for they bespoke a character 
that was her ideal. She wished in a husband 
no yielding to passion, no weak self-forgetful¬ 
ness, no overwhelming gush of feeling; a noble 
bearing, strict vigilance, strong self-command, 
a powerful surmounting of all difficulty where 
duty calls—all these exactly constituted what 
constrained her to venerate him. 

Much too soon for her meditations, the 
riage stopped at her dwelling; but a sight of I 
Edmund, who gave his hand to support her, 
suddenly drove her thoughts in another direc¬ 
tion. Erika was too little of an egoist to for¬ 
get another for her own interest, and of too 
firm a character to let that grow cold which 
once warmed her. 


“ Mr. Muller, accompany me up," said she, 

I have something to say to you.” 

Edmund heard with surprise. Frederic 
sprang to open the doors, and they soon enter- 
’ i simply-furnished saloon. 

Mr. Muller,” said Erika, turning toward 
the expectant young man, “ promise me never 
again to visit the Hoehstein house.” 

Edmund looked confusedly at her, desiring 
great a sacrifice of him, and in so decisive a 
tone. With what right? Erika read in his 
countenance. 

“ I have not deceived myself,” she continued; 
you at least have been true; and the aban¬ 
donment of an intercourse, dangerous to you, 
will be difficult.” 

But, worthy Countess, whence do you ”- 

1 know that people are making sport of 
„ . Extricate yourself, for it is yet time. I 

esteem you too proud to believe that it will re¬ 
dound to your honor to waste time with a vain 
ohild of the world.” 

Here was a concurrence of many things to 
shake Edmund’s confidence. Theremonstrances 
of his brother, Seraphine’s behaviour this even¬ 
ing, and Erika's warning. But he could not 
comprehend the interest of the Countess, could 
not believe that a pure sympathyin the fate of. 
one so much a stranger could induce her to be 
so upright and firm towards him. 

“Countess,” said he, “ have you grounds for 
destroying my faith ? ” 

“I have spoken very freely with Seraphine,” 
answered she, “ and feel myself induced to im¬ 
part to you the result of our conversation. 
Understand me, Mr. Muller, that it is from no 
other ground than that I cannot hear to see a 
man imposed on. Seraphine is not sincere with 
you; and I wish to tell you so before ft is too 
late. I wish to spare you' the humiliation of 
being rejected.” 

Edmund stared awhile at Erika ; then said, 
as if thinking aloud : 

“She speaks like Adrian.” 

[to be continued.] 


For tb 


When Autumn to hor hoary father brought, 

When he sat shining on his crumbling throne, 

A royal robe of purple all o’orwrought 
With gold and crimson broidery, and a crown 
Woven of sunlight, and a delicate mist, 

And in his listless hand placed new-blown flowers, 
Of yellow and blue, and gently bade him list, 

While the birds welcomed baok the summer hours, 
My spirit said, I will awake and sing 
The wonder and the beauty of the world; 

Now while all Nature, kneeling, worshipping, 

Fools the warm wing of Heaven about her furled, 
The poot heart shall burst-its galling chain, 

And'men shall hear and Hod shall bloss the strain. 

For the National Era. 

OUR MINISTER’S SECOND WIFE. 

BY MARY IRVING. 

CHAP. II. 

A “wife!” It is a sacred word, however it 
may have been degraded in this world, since 
Eve lost Paradise! And the wife of a month, 
live she in cottage or in palace—the wife, I 
mean, who embodies all the strong, strange, 
beautiful significance of that soul-breathing 
word—is a sacred creature, veiled in her own 
dreams, hallowed by the sweetest smile that 
the Father of Love and Light ever drops upon 
the heart of an earth-dweller! Such a wife 
was Emily Young—the flower of Georgian 
soil, transplanted by her husband’s heart and 
hand to the snow-topped hills of New England. 

But we must not stand in the way of the 
impatient villagers. 

Hush! It is Sunday morning, and the great 
church is crowded to overflowing. Never did 
it hold such a congregation—never did Sab¬ 
bath congregation compress so muoh excite¬ 
ment ! I wonder if some of those young men 
in the gallery will not feel tempted to hurrah 
when their straining eyes light upon the good 
minister again! Those restless women, too, in 
the corners of all those pews! How they fid¬ 
get, and thump with their knuckles the stub¬ 
by-headed children who are so presuming as 
to fidget, too, and climb the seats to peep about! 
They were sorely disappointed last night; they 
meant to have caught a glimpse, at least; but 
the travellers came in long after nightfall. 

Hush! every breath is drawn, every sound 
hushed, save the fall of a pew-crieket, which 
a child has overturned by a quick spring-— 
for—here come the minister and his wife ! 

“ That she ! That our minister’s wife ! ” 

The unbroken silence was most ominous. 
No rustling baok into seats, no deep-drawn 
breath of satisfaction, broke the suffocating 
stillness of that crowded church, as a white, 
willowy, young, beautiful fair vision floated up 
the broad aisle (to the minister’s pew. 

Oh! she was too young, too fair, to tiling thus 
to the gray-headed, care-worn man at her side; 
and if they had blamed him, instead of. her — 
so gently, at least, as they had been wont to 
blame him for his imprudent acts—it might 
have been better. 

“Her dress—her dress/’’ repeated oni 
an agitated whisper, just as the bride, passing 
into her pew, lifted her gossamer veil, and 
turned her rose-lit face, with a timid blush of 
child-like pleading, on one-half the congrega- 

Therehad been a spring snovr-storm^he day 
before, and the air was chill enough for cloaks 
and furs. But what should Emily have known 
of snow-storms? She on whom even a frost- 
flake had never fallen ? She only knew that 
she was a bride —and, as a bride, she thought 
she must dress. So, in her gauze-like wedding- 
dress of fleeciest muslin, with a costly but 
slight scarf of white and azure, and the fairy 
hat her city milliner had loaded with bridal 
flowers, Emily Young made her first appear¬ 
ance before her astounded parishioners! 

“ Why did not her husband teach her bet¬ 
ter ?” do I hear you ask ? Mr. Young was ho 
dabbler in the department of a lady’s dress. 
He had, however, suggested to his wife, as She 
was dressing for church that morning—■ 

“It is colder here than in Georgia, Emmy; 
hadn’t you better put on your blue merino ? ” 
And she had answered, with the half-quizzi¬ 
cal, half-wilful smile ot a petted “ child-wife,” 
“ A bride in blue ! how ridiculous! ” 

“ But if you should take cold?” 

“ Oh no, indeed! I have always been used to 
dress in white; and you know I am half 
smothered with flannel wrappers.” 

So the poor bride decked herself, like a lamb 
for sacrifice, to be victimized by those whom, 
for her husband’s sake, she most desired 
please—his people. 

Her heart flew up.to her throat, when, i 
tering that large church, she first encountered, 
that avalanche of curiosity. But she bravely 
ran the gauntlet of those hundreds of searching 
eyes; yet not unscathed, if one might judgeiby 
the deeper crimson that now and then dyed the 
rose t of her cheeks. Involuntarily she turned, 
on entering the large, empty pew, to see wheth¬ 
er her husband was not to follow her. Then, 
in an instant, remembering that the minister 
was in hiB own church, and that she was his 
wife, she took her seat with graceful dignity, 
and opening her gilded Bible, dropped her veil, 
to screen the heart that, as she fancied, showed 
its heatings too plainly through the transpa¬ 
rent, ingenuous face. 

She sat forcibly upright, trying to still her 
pulses; but she trembled, in spite of herself, 
with a deeper chill than that of the atmo¬ 
sphere—the chill that freezing looks were cast¬ 
ing upon her—until her husband arose in 
pulpit. 

It was not until then that his people had 
leisure to take special notice of him. Tears 
came to the eyes of many, as they now looked 
up to him whom they had not hoped to 
again on earth. Health had dyed his o 
hectic cheek with a steady glow. Happiness 
had stolen hack upon'the track of Time, and 
given him one of jns younger years to live over 
again ; but the frosts of sorrow had not fallen 
from his head. That head was now bowed in 
emotion unutterable, as he stood there, silently, 
tearfully, stretching out his hands in blessing 
over his long-loved flook ! 


Tears sprang to Emily’s eyes, too, as she 
caught his glance. A calm fell on her heart, 
from the hands outspread above her. And 
when, in low, tremulous, scarcely audible tones, 
the pastor at last began the prayer of thanks¬ 
giving for such a re-union, she bowed her head, 
and took the halm of the blessed words to her 
inmost soul. 

When the sermon began, she fixed her eyes 
on the speaker. He, inspired as he was, by 
love, hope, and happiness, was unusually elo¬ 
quent that day. It was not long before she 
forgot that there was another being in the uni¬ 
verse save her beloved and the God he was 
worshipping. The closing sentence dropped 
her again to earth; and as she turned her eyes 
on his congregation, they kindled from the 
loving pride that lighted her heart’s altar. 
Oh! if they had hut read that heart! But 
no; they could only see haughtiness in the 
glance, the step, the attitude of the young 
creature who, they could scarcely yet believe, 
was to wear among them the name of one 
whose memory Death had hallowed. 

Poor Emily! she would have sunk into utter 
dejection, as she threw herself on the lounge 
of the parsonage that daj, if she could have 
heard one-tenth of the comments and criticisms 
which were poured upon her innocent head! 
Yet there were some exceptions to this univer¬ 
sal censure. 

“Well, what do you think now?” said an 
old lady by the church steps, to Mrs. Stephens, 
as she passed down, leaning on her husband’s 

“ I think ? ” answered the flower-loving in¬ 
valid. “I think she’s a very rose-bud; don’t 

“What do we want of a rose-bud?” an¬ 
swered the other, scornfully. 

Nevertheless, Mrs. Stephens’s appellation 
being repeated, passed into a “village classic; ” 
and the “ Georgian rose-bud” was the most 
common soubriquet of the minister’s new wife, 
even among those who used it with nq kindly 
meaning, but simply to imply her uselessness. 

A conclave met in noon session, at Mrs. 
Ray’s, and, with one faintly-dissenting voice, 
that of Miss Polly Little, voted the lady of the 
parsonage a young, pert, butterfly thing, pretty 
enough to look upon, but worse than useless as 
a pattern and guide; in short, a complete ca¬ 
tastrophe to the church, parish, and minister 
himself! 

The Sabbath passed, and the week brought 
its new trials and duties to Emily Young. As 
“ help ” was a commodity not always to be se¬ 
cured at a moment’s warning, Mrs. Deacon 
Johnson had kindly lent her domestic t< 
establishment for a few days. 

“Now, Emily,” said her husband, as 
poised his spoon over his empty coffee-cup, at 
thebreakfast-table, “nowyou are fairly launch¬ 
ing into housekeeping.’.’ 

“ Yes, hut—I’m puzzled about a good many 
things. There isn’t any lock on the pantry, 

the store-room, or”- 

“ Well, what of that ? ” 

“ Why, I never heard of such a thing ! The 
housekeeper keeps the keys, always. Mother 
did.” 

“ Oh, I understand.” returned her husband. 
“ Why, the fact is, Emily, (this was a favorite 
mode of expression with him,) “ the fact is, the 
custom here is different. It would offend our 
Northern girls very much, to keep everything 
looked up from them. It would seem like im¬ 
pugning their honesty.” 

“ Are they so easily offended ? ” asked Emi¬ 
ly, rather scornfully. 

“Yes, dear; you will have to be on your 
guard with them, for they can do a deal of 
mischief in a parish, if they take a prejudic 
.against .a lady—especially a minister’s wife.” 

Thus warned, Emily very timidly ventured 
into her kitchen, an hour or two after break¬ 
fast, feeling very much like a meddler in a 
place where she had no business whatever. 
The presiding genius, a neat, pretty “Yankee 
girl,” was a being so utterly new to her, that 
she was sorely puzzled to knowqust what rank 
to assign her, or just what form of speeoh to 
use in addressing her. She thought of the old 
cook on her father’s plantation, sooty and 
plump, rigged out in her own cast-off ear-rings 
and worn-out muslins; but this damsel, with 
her tidy morning dress of shilling calico, and 
mien of self-respect, was very evidently not to 
be classed in the same category by many a de- 
gree. _ • ' 

The girl looked up from her knife-rubbing, 
as Mrs. Young stood hesitating on the thresh¬ 
old, and made an inclination of her body that 
might have been mistaken for a courtesy. 
Emily felt strongly inclined to courtesy in re. 

“ You have things very tidy here, I See,” she 
said, as a. sort of compromise, glancing about 
the olean, newly-furnished kitchen. The girl 
did not seem elated by the compliment, but 
went on with her work; while Emily turned 
uneasily from one thing to another, uncertain 
what to say next. At length she turned to 

“ Ma’am didn’t say what we was goin’ to 
have for dinner! ” spoke the girl. 

“Oh, dinner?” said Emily, with a look of 
deep consideration. “Why, anything you 
please.” 

The girl dug her knife into the scrubbing- 
sand, and looked as thoughtful as her mistress. 

“ Have you been to market ? ” asked Emily, 
seeing that she still awaited orders. 

“ Market ?” asked the girl, looking up puz¬ 
zled. “ Ain’t none! ” she added, at last. 

“None?” I thought every village had a 
market! ” 

“ No’m; Mr. Tims, the butcher, he makes 
his rounds every once a week, or according as 
he kills a crittur.” 

“ I suppose you know better "than I do 
Emily bit her lips, for they had nearly slipped 
into adding, “ ma’am! ” 

, “ What have we in the house ?” 

“Ther’s a bar’l of flour, ma’am, and two 
har’ls of corned beef, down cellar; and a half 
har’l and a keg of salt pork, I’m thinking,” 
replied the girl, counting them on her sanded 
fingers. 

“ And not any fresh meat ? ” 

“ Not a bit, ma’am,! ” 

“I must have some,” said Emily, with an air 
of vexation and decision. 

The girl shrugged her shoulders. 

“ Cannot you get any, anywhere ? ” she ask¬ 
ed, in a conciliatory tone. 

“ Nowheres, that I know of,” said the girl, 
tucking back her hair with one hand, “ unless,” 
she. added, slowly. “Miss Johnson might kill a 
biddy, likely.” 

“ A biddy ? What’s that ? ” 

“ A hen, ma’am ! ” 

“Well,” returned Emily, mueh relieved, 
“ here, take this two-bit piece—you may take 
a couple of them,” said she, opening her bead 
purse, and slipping out two quarters, “and go 
and buy a fowl of Miss Johnson, as you call 
her. Be right quick! ” 

The girl nodded mutely, and going over to 
her old quarters, reported the minister’s wife 
as the “oddest body she ever did come across: 
there was no taking ’count of her outlandish 
words!”,..;' 

Mrs. Johnson sent the hen, and refused the 
money—an act of generosity which Emily ap¬ 
preciated, hut scarcely knew how to acknowl¬ 
edge gracefully. 

In a'week she had “ a girl” of her own—a 
plump, overgrown, awkward sort of body, 
named Belinda, of whom she stood rather less 
in awe than of the trim predecessor. She re¬ 
solved to commence with fresh energy and dig¬ 
nity under the new dynasty. The girl seemed 
crusty at times, to he sure, and sometimes an¬ 
swered her in a way that was at variance with 
her feelings. But she had made up her mind 
to endure all that was endurable in this depart- 

“ Give me my strong coffee in the morning, 
and my fresh meat for dinner, Emily,” her 
husband had said to her the first day; “ and I 
will never interfere with your cooking opera¬ 
tions.” 

One morning, he set his cup hack into 
saucer, after tasting it, with a force that nearly 
cracked it. 

“ What do you call this ? ” he demanded. 


“Isn’t it good coffee?” asked Emily, depre- 
oatingly. 

“It’s dish-water! ” he exclaimed; I can’t 
write sermons on that! You must talk to Be¬ 
linda.” 

The “ talking,” into which Emily threw a 
good deal of severity, rather irritated Belinda, 
and she turned away, muttering, that “if she 
didn’t suit folks, they might suit themselves.” 

A few mornings later, tea came on the table 
place of coffee—an unheard-of innovation 
the pastor’s system of dietetics. Emily 
ent from the table into the kitchen, quite 
angry. 

“ Why didn’t you make coffee this morning, 
Belinda? ” 

Hadn’t none, ma’am,” answered Belinda, 
bluntly. 

Why didn’t you get it, then ? Haven’t I 
ordered you always to have coffee for Mr. 
Young’s breakfast?” 

No answer. 

“I would have you to know that I am accus¬ 
tomed to be obeyed by servants ! ” 

Belinda’s arms flew} up from the dough she 
as kneading at this word, and all the color 
her plump body flew into her cheeks and 
forehead, if one might judge by appearances. 
And I’d have you to know, ma’am, that I 
t nobody’s servant nor slave! leastways 
yournf I’ve spoke it, and I wont take hack! 
You and I don’t suit, nohow, and you may get 
somebody you can suit! Thank fortun’, I’ve no 
’ ■ ision to go out to sarvice!” 

Emily was thunderstruck by this holt of 
temper. She had presence of mind enough 
to say nothing, however, but walked baok into 
the breakfast-room, where she burst into a flt 
of crying that frightened her husband. He 
sprang from his chair to ask her the cause ; 
but before she had half finished sobbing out 
her narrative, he stalked into the kitchen with 
his eyebrows in a knot, and simply and sternly 
ordered the culprit to leave the house!” 

“ Sartin, sir, I’m going”—Belinda began; 
but the lightning in his glance shivered the 
rest of the sentence on her iips. She dropped 
her head, and walked off. 

“ It is more my fault than yours, Emily,” 
said Mr. Young, trying to comfort his still 
sobbing wife. “ I ought to have told you that 
Northern girls will not bear the name of ser¬ 
vant.” 

But she is my servant,” said. Emily, indig¬ 
nantly. “She bound herself to serve me, for 
so much; what else should 1 call her ? ” 

“Well, they make a distinction. The fact 
is—hem!—you know negroes are called' ser¬ 
vants among your people; and our free-born 
independent Yankees will not even seem to 
take rank with—slaves ” 

“ If they were half as good,” exclaimed Emi¬ 
ly, “ they might set up above them as they do. 
Free, indeed ! and it is the mistress who is to 
be the slave here! ” She quivered again with 
a passion of sobs. 

“No, Emily. My first—T—that is, in our 
family, we have never had any trouble with 
them, and have always lived comfortably and 
happily. It is all in management. Never fear! 
you will soon learn our Yankee ways! Don’t 
you think you oould get a few hints from Mrs. 
Johnson or Mrs. Ray on the subject?” 

Mr. Young asked this in the simplicity of 
his heart. Emily, whose womanly tact on that 
point was.quicker than his judgment, stopped 
weeping, and lifted her eyes to his to see 
whether he was really in earnest. Then brush¬ 
ing hack the long,, light, dishevelled looks from 
her temples with both hands, she stood up, and 
said, in the pride of a princess— 

“ I hope my husband does not think I am 
quite ignorant enough to he taught by my pa¬ 
rishioners ! ” 

“ No, no,- Emmy,” said he, caressing, her, 
“ you know what I meant. But you are right, 
as you always are! I see how it would w ’ 1 
You shall take nobody’s advice but your 
Cheer up, my bird!” 

[to be concluded in our next.] 


THE CASH OF PEREIRA, 

The oase of Manuel Pereira, colored British 
seaman, imprisoned at Charleston, South Car¬ 
olina, on aceount of his had complexion, has 
been brought before the House of Commons hi 
Mr. Milnes, who inquired as to what Lore 
Derby’s Cabinet had done or were doing to 
bring the matter, to a favorable issue. Lord 
Stanley replied on the part of the Government, 
stating the facts in regard to the proseoution 
of the case before courts of South Carolina by 
Mr. Mathew, the British Consul, and also in¬ 
timating the intention of the Government to 
carry the question before the Supreme Court 
of the United States for final decision as to the 
constitutionality of the law under which the 
imprisonment took place. At the same time 
Lord Stanley referred to the late relaxations in 
the law of Louisiana upon the same subject, 
and expressed the hope that “ the influence of 
public opinion would ultimately do away with 
all laws of this nature, and remove from one 
of the mqst enlightened nations of the world 
one of the greatest degradations that could be 
fixed on a civilized oountry.” 

The hearing of the oase before the State 
Judges of South Carolina has been postponed 
until January. The decision of this question 
is looked for with a great deal of interest. * 


Died, on the 15th of May, at her home, in 
Mount Pleasant, Iowa, Frances A. E. Waters, 
wife of Rev. Simeon W aters. 

The “ reaper Death ” is always busy among 
our sweetest flowers. But their fragrance shall 
not perish—they are only transplanted to the 
“garden of the Lord, in Paradise! ” 

Such is the only assurance that brings_ 

solation to the hearts that mourn for the young 
wife and mother who has just gone from us. 
Three years ago, fler marriage was announced 
in the paper which now tells to her widely- 
scattered friends the tidings of her death. Few 
have been more beloved than she. It seems 
but yesterday that she was a sohool-girl, among 
her young companions, winning all their hearts 
by her gracefulness, her affability, and her 
ready sympathy with the joy or sorrow of every 
one. The same traits followed her into the 
wider circle in which she moved as a young 
lady, and made her the friend of all. Especial¬ 
ly was she the “friend of the friendless.” No 
appeal from any suffering or oppressed human 
being ever failed to awake her warmest sym¬ 
pathy. The fugitive from slavery, the freeman 
of color in her native State, Ohio, reaped es¬ 
pecially the benefit of her unwearied energies 
and her warmest prayers. These have indeed 
lost a friend. 

Although she sought and gained the wide 
influence which a woman of refined and noble 
nature should wield, she never joined those 
who were ambitious to climb the hounds of 
woman’s proper sphere. It was enough for 
her to be useful and beloved as a woman. 

After her marriage, she removed to Mount 
Pleasant, Iowa, where she entered with her 
whole soul into the duties of a minister’s wife, 
upon Home Missionary ground. Her people 
can tell how well those duties were discharged, 
and how tkey miss the kind voice, and mourn 
for the step that was among them, but 

But consumption had marked her its victim. 
Her friends struggled long against the-convic¬ 
tion of her danger: hut there was a voice in 
her own heart which was calling her away 
from their world, and she knew too well that 
she must go. It was sad at first, for the links 
were strong that bound her heart to life. What 
wonder that she wept a mother’s tears over the 
precious babe whom she must leave before he 
had Over known the worth of a mother’s love? 
Yet when the fatal decree had passed, and 
doubt and anxiety were at an end, she became 
calm and cheerful, willing to go to her Father 

above, though He called her from all that- 

so beautiful, so happy on earth. 

On the day before the third anniversary of 
her marriage, she was a great sufferer. Those 
who watched over her saw that the hour of | 
her departing was very near. In every interval 


of distress she spoke of “ Christ, her only hope,” 
on whom “hor heart was stayed.” At evening, 
she grew calmer, her husband reminded her 
of the morrow, and of a hope which she had 
expressed, some time before, that she should be 
carried once more to her table on that anni¬ 
versary. 

“ I shall not live to see it,” she calmly said, 
but I trust God will iuvite me to sit down at 
richer feast!” 

Contrary to fears, however, her life was pro¬ 
longed until noon of the day so dear to her. 
She was conscious, free from pain, and happy, 
until her last moment, when she fell asleep 
quietly as a babe, to awake in the light of 
Heaven. 

She was buried, as she had asked to he, be¬ 
side her home. There was a clinging to the 
loved ones of that home, that seemed even to 
outlive death. Yes, it shaU outlive death, and 
in the morning of the resurrection it shall up¬ 
rise in heavenly strength, when all that is mor¬ 
tal of our friend shall have put on the immor¬ 
tality that crowns her pure spirit now ! 


Unheodad .ticks tho tireless clock; 
Upon the wall, 

Tho tnaplo shadows slant and rook 1 
Till even-fall. ' 

The summer breezes sigh and surge 
■Without the door; 

Within, tho echoes wail a dirge— 

No more—no more,! 

She was the light, the joy, the life, 
The soul of all; 

The tendorest'mother, truest wife! 

There came a call 
At noonday—and she passed away ! 

She smiled to soar! 

Our breaking hearts could bid her sta 


No more—no more! 

Searching for one in Paradise, 

With troubled steps, 

A babe, with eager, asking eyes, 

And tremulous lips,’ 

Goes tottering to the well-known room, 
And trios the door; 

Poor little prattler! she will came 


The Evening Star looks down uj 
A single grave; 

All day between it and the Sun 


Even in death she could not leave 
Hor loved before ; 

Why will she comfort when they grieve 
No more-—no more ? 

No more? no more? 

0,h heart! be still.' it is not thus! 

It cannot be! 

Heaven could not keep her baok from us 
Eternity 

Will tell how gently to her home 
She eame before; 

1 Oh, home in heaven! where ohange can ec 
No more—no more! 

“ Forevermore! ” 

Hush! for a harp on high has caught 
The dying dirge— 

Turning it to a triumph-shout, 

- Whose echoes surge 
nigh o’er the “ Alleluiah ” swell 
Of glory's shore! 

“ Gadin thy smile * it shall be well' 
Forevermore..'" 


CONURESSIONA.LPROCEEDINGS. 

thirty-second congress-first session. 

SENATE. 

Tuesday, July 13. 

Numerous petitions in favor of the passage 
of the Homestead bill were presented. 

All the bills yesterday ordered to be engrossed 
were read a third time and passed. Among 
them the bill to provide for the better security 
of the lives of passengers on vessels propelled ii 
whole or in part by steam. 

Mr. Clemens introduced a joint resolution 
authorizing the Secretary of War to loan arms 
to the Washington Guards of this city; and 
it was taken up, and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Mason, the joint resolu¬ 
tion to indemnify the Spanish Consul and the 
other Spanish subjects who were injured by 
the mobs at New Orleans and Key West, grow¬ 
ing out of the excitements attendant upon the 
execution- of those who were taken prisoners 
in the Cuban expedition, was taken up and 
engrossed. 

Mr. Norris gave notice of a joint resolution 
to amend the joint rules, so as to require that 
all the appropriation bills shall he sent to the 
Senate by the House, at least ten days before 
the time fixed for the adjournment. 

On motion of Mr. Douglas, the Senate took 
up the bill providing for raising three regi 
ments of volunteers, to serve three years, ii 
guarding and protecting the emigrant routes 
and telegraphic lines, and of conveying the 
mails between the Missouri river and settle¬ 
ments in California and Oregon, by establish¬ 
ing ten military posts, garrisoned at least by 
one hundred men at each post, and military 
stations, at intervals of twenty miles apart, 
each station to he garrisoned by twenty men, 
who are to cultivate the soil, raise the neces¬ 
sary food for themselves and forage for their 
horses, and to build their own station-houses. 

These men are to protect the mails which 
shall be carried over the route, and such tele¬ 
graphic, lines as may be established on the 
route, and to build all bridges, and keep the 
roads in repair. The troops to be paid the same 
pay and emoluments as are allowed to the regi¬ 
ments of mounted riflemen ; and in addition, 
shall be entitled to one section of 640 acres of 

Mr. Hale opposed tho hill, contending that, 
calculating the expense of maintaining these 
three regiments at the rate of sustaining the 
regular army—one thousand dollars per man 
annually—they would involve an expenditure 
of three millions of dollars annually. 

Mr. Mason opposed any inorease of the mili¬ 
tary establishment of the United States with¬ 
out due consideration ; and he moved, as this 
force would cost over three millions annually, 
that the hill should be referred to the Commit¬ 
tee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. Douglas replied, and Messrs. Butler and 
Dawson supporting tho motion to refer, and 
Messrs. Borland and Douglas advocating the 
passage of the hill. It was then postponed 
till Tuesday, and the Senate adjourned. 

Wednesday, July 14. 

Mr. Bradbury reported a bill making it penal 
for army officers to be concerned in eontraots 
for furnishing supplies to the army. 

Mr. Mason submitted a resolution, request¬ 
ing the President to communicate to the Senate 
copies of the correspondence of R. M. Walsh, 
Esq., Commissioner of the United States to 
Hayti. Adopted. 

Mr. Norris introduced a joint resolution, 
changing the 16th joint rule .so as to require 
that all the appropriation bills shall he sent to 
the Senate at least ten days previous to the 
time fixed for the adjournment of Congress. 

The joint resolution authorizing the Secre¬ 
tary of War to furnish the Washington Guards, 
a juvenile company of this city, with suitable 
arms, coming up— 

Mr. Hale opposed putting arms in the hands 
of the juveniles, the infants of the oountry. 

The joint resolution was passed. 

On motion of Mr. Gwin, the hill to provide 
for a survey of the public lands in California, 
and granting donation privileges to settlers 
thereon, was taken up, and, having been amend¬ 
ed, was ordered to he engrossed. 

A bill allowing exchanges of certain lands 


granted for school purposes, in Alabama and 
Florida, was taken up and ordered to he en¬ 
grossed. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Tuesday. July 13. 

The Postage bill was taken up, and ulti¬ 
mately passed. It fixes the rate of postage on 
papers, periodicals, &c., not Weighing more 
than two ounces, all half a cent, when not sent 
beyond three thousand miles, and double that 
rate beyond that distance ; on all papers, &c., 
not weighing more than one ounce, and pub¬ 
lished once in three months, half of the forego¬ 
ing rates; and on all newspapers not weighing 
more than two ounces, when sent from the office 
of publication to actual subscribers in the 
State where published, are entitled to the 
above reduction. The law to take effect from 
the 30th of September next. 

Mr. Brooks moved to reconsider the vote, for 
the purpose of recommitting the bill, with in¬ 
structions to increase the weight of newspapers 
to two and a half ounces; upon whieh the yeas 
and nays were ordered, and the motion was 
negatived—yeas 32, nays 132. The hill was 
then passed. 

The yeas and nays were taken on. receiving' 
the report of the Committee of the Whole on 
the Deficiency bill, which was carried, and the 
amendments were read by the Clerk—mem¬ 
bers stating what amendments they objected 
• on which they demanded the yeas and 
nays ; which were reserved for after consider¬ 
ation. The others were agreed to. 

The yeas add nays were taken on the amend¬ 
ment of Mr. Brooks of New York, relative to 
the boundary line of New Mexico, by whieh, 
“ according to the true line of the treaty,” was 
substituted for “the town of Paso;” which 
was negatived—yeas 73, nays 103; and the 
amendment was agreed to as sent from the 
Senate. 

On the amendment granting additional aid 
to the Collins line of steamers, the yeas and 
nays 'were ordered, and it was carried—yeas 
89, nays 87. 

There was evidently much anxiety prevail¬ 
ing after the roil was called, and Mr.'Sweetzer, 
of Ohio, called the attention of the Speaker to 
the enforcement of the rule which prohibits 
members from approaching the Clerk’s desk 
while the votes are being taken.. 

At this juncture, Mr. Morehead, of North 
Carolina, changed his vote from the negative 
to the affirmative, producing the above result. 

Mr. Smart, of Maine, said he was opposed, 
to the grant, but had agreed with Mr. Inger- 
soll, that if his vote would change the decision 
of the House, he would pair off with him, and 
consequently did not vote. 

Mr. Ives, of New York, whose vote was omit¬ 
ted to he taken down, voted in the negative. 

A motion was made to lay the bill upon the 
table, whieh was negatived—yeas 72, nays 104. 

A motion had been previously made by Mr. 
Carrier, of Ohio, and withdrawn, to reconsider 
the vote, and lay the motion to reconsider on 
the table. 

The House then proceeded with the remain¬ 
ing amendments of the Senate, which having 
been disposed of! a motion was made to recon¬ 
sider the Collins line vote, and a motion was 
made to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
table; pending which, the House adjourned 
Wednesday, July 14. 

Reports from the Committee on Public Lands 
being in order, a bill was taken up granting 
the right of way to a railroad company in In¬ 
diana and Illinois, which ,Mr. Davis of Indiana 
explained. . 

Mr. Jones, of Tennessee, moved to lay the 
bill upon the table. 

The yeas and nays were then taken on the 
motion to lay the- bill upon the table; which 
was negatived—yeas 78, nays 101. 

The morning hour having expired, Mr. Mc¬ 
Nair, of Pennsylvania, Chairman of the Ju¬ 
diciary Committee, reported the Senate bill 
fixing the. representation according to the 
Seventh Census; and also a minority report, the 
grounds upon which it was drawn up he ex¬ 
plained. It was referred to the Committee of 
the Whole, and ordered to he printed. 

The yeas and nays were then taken upon 
the motion made yesterday to lay on the table 
the motion to reconsider the vote granting ad¬ 
ditional assistance to the Collins line of steam¬ 
ers; whieh was carried—yeas 93, nays 86. 

Mr. Stuart, of Michigan, reported a bill from 
the Printing Committee, providing for the exe¬ 
cution of the public printing, and for fixing 

The Chair having decided that the report 

Mr. Stanly appealed against this decision; 
when a motion was made to lay the appeal 
upon the table ; and the yeas and nays having 
been ordered, the decision of the Chair was 
sustained—yeas 108, nays 60. 

Mr. Stuart, of Michigan, submitted a hill 
for tho improvement of the navigation of the 
Illinois river. 

On motion of Mr. Houston, of Alabama, the 
bill was laid on the table. 

Mr. Houston, Chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means, moved to close the debate on 
the Indian appropriation Ml, whieh he said 
had been fully discussed, in five minutes after 
the House should go into Committee of the 
Whole. 

Mr. Johnson, of Arkansas, moved to amend 
the motion, by inserting four hours; which was 
agreed to, and the resolution was passed- 

The House then went into Committee of the 
Whole on the state qf the Union, aud took up 
the bill above alluded to. 

Mr. Fitch, of Indiana, moved an amendment; 
for granting to that portion of the Creek na¬ 
tion which remained attached to the United 
States during the last war with Great Britain, 
$110,417, and explained the nature of the 
claim, and the propriety of appropriating the 
money. 

Mr. Meade gave notice Of an amendment to 
the bill, which precluded any further demand 
from the Creek Indians. 

The Senate bill for the removal of obstruct 
tions in the Savannah river, was referred to 
the appropriate committee. 

The resolution to. print the proceedings 1 , 
speeches, eulogies, &c., in regard to Henry 
Clay’s death, was adopted. 

The Wisconsin Free Democrat, published at 
Milwaukie, by S. M. Booth, comes to us in a 
dress of new type, and presents a very hand¬ 
some appearance. It is particularly severe on 
Gen. Pierce’s letter of acceptance. It copies 
his letter, and says; 

“The great idol of his worship appears to be 
Human Slavery. If Slavery is Democracy, and 
slave-catching the great mission of the Demo¬ 
cratic party, it is high time that a party was 
organized whose existence shall not he a sham, 
and whose central principle shall not libel man 
and outrage Jehovah.” 

Wisconsin gave a heavy vote for Mr. Van 
Buren in 1848, and we infer from the indica¬ 
tions that reach us that the Independent De¬ 
mocracy of that State will give a warm and 
hearty support to the nominees of the Pitts¬ 
burgh Convention. 

The Union Flag. —Hon. Charles Sumner, 
in reply to the invitation of the authorities of 
Boston to unite with them in the celebration 
of the 4th of July, relates an interesting his¬ 
torical incident. He says: 

“The thirteen stripes, whieh now distinguish 
our national flag, were first unfurled by Wash¬ 
ington, when in command of the American 
forces whieh surrounded Boston, after the bat¬ 
tle of Bunker Hill, and before the Declaration 
of Independence. Thus early was this emblem 
•of Union consecrated to Freedom. 

“ Our great chief at once gave to the new 
design a name whieh may speak to us still. In 
a letter, written at that time, he calls it the 
Union Flag, and declares why it was first dis¬ 
played. His language is, that he had ‘ hoisted 
the Union Flag, 'in compliment to the united 
Colonies.’ Afterwards, t on the 14th June, 1777, 
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the stars and stripes were formally adopted as 
the flag of the United States. 

“ This pieoe of history suggests a sentiment, 
which I beg leave to offer: 

“Our National Flag: First hoisted before 
Boston as the emblem of Uniort for the sake of 
Freedom! Wherever it floats, may it never 
fail to inspire the sentiments in which it had 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 

THURSDAY, JULY 22, 1852. 

We hope that the work of extending the list 
of our subscribers will go on. It has com¬ 
menced with great spirit; there is a prevalent 
determination among our friends to multiply 
readers of our paper, with a view to making 
independent voters for Freedom. Give us a 
list of twenty thousand subscribers, and we 
shall have one hundred thousand readers! 
This is worth an effort. 


The “Independent Democratic Association 
of the District of Columbia” will supply the 
following documents at the prioes annexed. 
Let them be circulated far and wide : 

Document for the Campaign, containing 
Pierce's Record, Scott's Antecedents, Buffalo 
Platform, price $2 per 100 copies. 

Giddings's speech on Whig and Compromise 
Democratic Platforms, 50 cents per 100, . 

Townshend’s speech on the Compromise and 
Democratic platform, and duty of Independent 
Democrats, 50 cents per 100. 

Chase's letter to Butler on the course of the 
Barnburners, and the obligations of Independ¬ 
ent Democrats, $1 per 100. 

For the above prices the documents named 
will be sent by express, or otherwise, as direct¬ 
ed, to any part of the country; for 50 centsi ad¬ 
ditional per 100 copies, they will be enveloped 
and sent without charge by mail to the ad¬ 
dresses of any list which may be forwarded. 
Any other Congressional speeches ordered will 
also be forwarded, so far as they can be ob- 

To enable the Association to publish docu¬ 
ments, and otherwise to defray its necessary 
expenses and advance the cause, a fund of at 
least 2,000 dollars is needed. Let those who 
are able and willing forward their contribu¬ 
tions without delay to 

A. M. Gangewer, Secretary. 

Washington , D. C., July 20. 1852. 

“ GREENWOOD LEAVES FROM OVER THE SEA.” 

No. 5 is crowded out this week by the unu- 
Bual space occupied by “ A Document for the 
Canvass.” We hope our friends will be active 
" in circulating this document. It will be useful 
for reference. 


DARTMOUTH COLLEGE—CLASS OF 1826. 

We observe in the Boston Traveller, a notice 
that the Dartmouth College Class of 1826 will 
meet at Hanover, N. H., at the coming Com¬ 
mencement on the 29th inst. The able and 
estimable editor of the Traveller. Mr. Pun- 
chard, was, we believe, a member of that 
class, as were also Senator Chase, of Ohio, and 
the Hon. Ebenezer Allen, Secretary of State of 
Texas at the time of the annexation. We wish 
them and their classmates a happy meeting. 
We understand Senator Chase proposes to be 
present, if the state of business in the Senate 
at the time will allow. * 

The Address of the “ Independent Demo¬ 
cratic Association of the District of Columbia” 
will be found in this weekis Era. We com¬ 
mend it to attention. Our editorial brethren 
will confer a favor upon the Association by 
giving it a place in their columns. * 


The crowded state of our columns' prevents 
the publication of this important letter in this 
week’s Era. It reviews at, length the course 
of the Barnburners of New York, and compares 
their action in 1848 with their present position. 
It is a candid recital of their past action on the 
question of Slavery, and we trust it will receive 
the attention which its importance demands. 
In view of the fact that the Slavery propagand¬ 
ists are aiming to introduce Slavery into Cali¬ 
fornia, either by a change of the Constitution, 
or by the division of the State, and the estab¬ 
lishment of a Territorial Government in the 
northern part; that they are laboring to con¬ 
vert Utah and New Mexico into slaveholding 
Territories, with a view to the creation of slave 
States, and are striving to extend Slavery by 
insular or continental acquisitions, we cannot 
understand how the Independent Democracy of 
New York reconcile their present action with 
their past professions. If it be true, that Free¬ 
dom is national and Slavery sectional, how can 
they reconcile themselves to support candidates 
who are pledged to use their official influence to 
proscribe all who labor to denationalize Sla¬ 
very, and bring the General Government to 
use its influence actively on the side of Free¬ 
dom ? Is a scramble for the spoils of office of 
more importance than the interests of Freedom 
and Humanity 1 

It becomes the Independent Democracy every¬ 
where to understand clearly the questions at 
issue in the approaching canvass. To enable 
them to do so, we shall next week spread be- 
fore them the letter of Mr. Chase. It is wor¬ 
thy of their candid consideration! * 


A meeting of those opposed to the ascend¬ 
ency of the Slave Power in the National Gov¬ 
ernment, was held in Pittsburgh, on the 3d of 
July. S. S. Shields, Esq., presided. Delegates 
were chosen to the National Convention, viz: 

1st District. —Neville B. Craig, George W. 
Jackson,'and John N. Wills. 

2d District. —Rev. Charles Avery, Reese C, 
Fleeson, and George R. Riddle. 

Suitable resolutions were adopted, and the 
following committee was appointed to make 
arrangements for the National Convention: 

Alexander Gordon, Chairman; James Robb, 
Aaron Floyd, S. S, Shields, George R. Riddle, 
James Callau, William Jackson, Thomas Mit¬ 
chell, Joseph Lowry, J. Heron Foster, Thomas 
Oliver, James McMasters, John B. Sanderson. 

Ohio. —A meeting was held at Flushing, 
Ohio, on 10th July. Isaac Holloway presid¬ 
ed—J. S. Bailey, Secretary. 

Wm. Palmer, Nicholas Cuper, Thomas Dur¬ 
bin, Dr. J. Bailey, Dr. Steele, Levi Kirk, Isaac 
Holloway, Kersey Kirk, and J. S. Bailey, were 
chosen delegates to the Pittsburgh Convention. 

Resolutions were adopted repudiating the 
platforms adopted by the Whig and Democrat¬ 
ic Conventions, and the men nominated by 

Pennsylvania. —At a meeting in Susque¬ 
hanna county, Pennsylvania, on the 10th inst., 
William C. Tiffany was cliOBen President; Sanj. 
Lyon, Ira Stearns, John Watson, Vice Presi¬ 
dents ; and L. B'. Hinds, Edwin Thatcher, Sec¬ 
retaries. 

The meeting appointed Horace Brewster a 
delegate to the Pittsburgh Convention, and 
adopted appropriate resolutions, * 


The name Democracy has a charm for the 
Freeman’s ear. Why? Because it signifies 
government by the People, and implies the 
right of the People to govern themselves, and, 
consequently, the right of every man to his own 
freedom. Because, moreover, it is associated 
with all the struggles of the people to establish 
Governments for themselves, from the earliest 
historical epoch to the present times: 

There is a party in this country which as¬ 
serts a right to be called the Democracy. In 
some respects this claim is well founded. This 
party, in its creeds and formularies, recognises 
the fundamental doctrine of government by 
the People, namely: Equal Rights to Life, Lib¬ 
erty, and Happiness; and endeavors to realize 
these dootrines in several very important appli¬ 
cations. Still this party, seeking the control of 
the National Government, and finding it hard 
to obtain that control without the aid of a 
great speoial interest antagonistic in essence to 
Democracy, has been induced to waive the ap¬ 
plication of those doctrines to questions affect¬ 
ing that interest. This statement represents 
the Democracy compromising with Slavery. 

Hence the necessity for another party to 
carry out Democratic principles in their appli¬ 
cations to Slavery, as well as other questions 
and interests. Such a party has arisen, and 
has called itself the Free Democracy, or the 
Free Soil Party. But it is misnamed; for its 
aims are more comprehensive than the mere 
freedom of the soil ; and it is not exclusively 
true of it that it is free. Except where Slavery 
Is concerned, the other Democracy is just as 
free. Its proper name, therefore, is the Inde¬ 
pendent Democracy; for it asserts its perfect 
independence of the Slave Power. The proper 
name of the. other Democracy is the Compro¬ 
mise Democracy; for it seeks its objects through 
compromise with the Slave Power. 

Let, then, the friends of Freedom claim their 
own name. Let them call themselves the In¬ 
dependent Democracy, and insist on being so 
called by others. In this way they will gain 
an advantage of name which justly belongs to 
them, and at the same time will avoid an in¬ 
vidious and disparaging assumption as between 
themselves and the Compromise Democrats. 
In this way, too, they will gain an advantage 
in permanence ; for, while other party designa¬ 
tions have proved transitory, Democracy alone 
has remained constant from generation to gen¬ 
eration. 

New York. —A meeting of the Independent 
Democracy of the third Congressional district 
have resolved on a representation at the Na¬ 
tional Convention to be held at Pittsburgh, 
August 11. They have laid down the follow¬ 
ing platform: 


atcliing in the free States. 

2. No more traffic in the public lands. 

3. The distribution of the public lands to 
actual settlers only, in limited quantities. 

4. Intervention against intervention. 

Messrs. A. G. Levy, Wm. West, and Wm. J. 

Young, were appointed delegates; and David 
G. Croley, Alba Honeywell, and J. M, Spittle, 
wore chosen as substitutes, to go to Pittsburgh, 
August 11. 

And, on motion, Messrs. B. F. Butler, Gerrit 
Smith, Lewis Tappan, David Marsh, Charles 
Schiff, and Wm. Rowe, were recommended as 
suitable persons to represent the State at large. 


The Democracy of Lucas county have issued 
a call for a Mass Convention, to protest against 
the action of the two Baltimore Conventions, 
the pledges exacted and not unwillingly given 
by the candidates nominated, and to appoint 
delegates to the Convention of the Independent 
Democracy, to be held at Pittsburgh on the 
1 lth of August next. The People are moving. 

Maj. Gen. Roger Jones died in this city on 
Thursday evening, of cholera morbus. He was 
one of the veterans of the war of 1812, and 
had filled the post of Adjutant General since 
1825—upwards of a quarter of a century. 

The President has appointed Wm. 
Carr Lane to be Governor of New Mexico, in 
place of James S. Calhoun, deceased. 

Bayne’s Panorama of a Voyage to Eu¬ 
rope, with a view of the Crystal Palace, 
Thames Tunnel, &c., is now on'exhibition at 
Odd Fellows’ Hall. Go and see it. * 

Rhode Island. —A Convention of the Inde¬ 
pendent Democracy of Rhode Island is called, 
to meet at Providence on 20th July, “ for the 
purpose of electing delegates to the National 
Convention to be held at Pittsburgh on the 
1 lth of August next.” 

Gen. Soott at Niagara. —At the earnest 
solicitation of many of his old companions in 
arms, Gen. Scott has consented to be present 
at the great Niagara gathering on the 27th 
instant. * 

Louisville, July 19.—Judge John McKin¬ 
ley, of the Supreme Court of the United States, 
died in this city to-day, of an attack of apo¬ 
plexy. _ 

The Native American Ticket. —George' 
C. Washington, the candidate of the “Natives” 
for Vice President, declines the nomination. 
He has written a letter, in which he states that 
he will support Scott and Graham. * 


By the arrival of the Asia, on the 15th inst., 
we learn that Parliament was prorogued by 
the Queen. A dreadful riot had occurred at 
Stockport, between the Protestants and Roman 
Catholics. Sixty persons were carried wound¬ 
ed to the hospital, and one person was killed. 
A collision had occurred in the Thames be¬ 
tween two vessels. 

In France, fourteen persons were. arrested, 
oharged with being engaged in constructing 
an infernal machine to kill Louis Napoleon. 

Maine. —At the Free Soil Convention in 
Winthrop, Ezekiel Holmes was nominated as 
the candidate for Governor. The following 
nominations and appointments were made: 

For Electors at Large. —Samuel Fessenden, 
of Portland; Peter Talbot; of East Maehais. 

Delegates at Large to the National Conven¬ 
tion. —Seth May, of Winthrop: J. C. Wood¬ 
man, of Portland; Drummond Farnsworth, of 
Augusta; B. D. Peck, of Portland; Nathaniel 
Pease, of Bridgton; Theophilus Cushing, of 
Frankfort. 

District Delegates were also chosen, and a 
State Committee. 

, Southern Rights Convention. — Montgom¬ 
ery, Alabama, July 13.—The Southern Rights 
Convention, which met here yesterday, debated 
till midnight a proposition for a separate or¬ 
ganization, and another proposing to support 
Pierce and King. After a long debate, the 
Convention adjourned without taking a vote. - 

Subsequently a committee was appointed to 
interrogate Generals Pierce and Scott relative 
to their opinions on the Compromise measures, 
the right of secession, and other points of their 
political faith. If either party answer in ac¬ 
cordance with the views of the Southern Rights 
party of Alabama, he will receive its support 
in the Presidential contest. If the answers of 
both should prove unsatisfactory, the Commit¬ 
tee is authorized to call another convention for 
the purpose of nominating a candidate for the 
Presidency. 

■ Union Convention,: — Montgomery, July 13. 
The Union State Convention, which met here 
yesterday, declined to nominate a third Candi¬ 
date for the Presidency, and recommend Union 
men to pursue any course they might think 
proper. 


This body met at Montpelier on the 7th inst. 
We learn from the Green Mountain Freeman 
that it was an unusually large gathering. It 
says: “The acting delegates, representing 
nearly every portion of the State, numbered 
about three hundred, and were among the 
firmest and most intelligent men Vermont can 
boast. Though a majority, perhaps, of the 
Convention was composed of that part of the 
Free Democracy which came from the old Lib¬ 
erty or Free Soil party, yet a large portion of 
them, we were gratified to perceive, were those 
who came from the Democratic party into the 
union of the 31st May, 1849, and who now min¬ 
gled in the action of the Convention with the 
firmness of the oldest veterans of liberty, and 
instead of trying to mar, directly and cordially 
contributed to the great decision and wonder¬ 
ful unanimity with which the proceedings were 
characterized. It seemed, indeed, to be the 
unanimous determination of all present to avoid, 
repudiate, and condemn everything which bore 
even the appearance of sanctioning the doings 
of either of the late Baltimore pro-slavery Con¬ 
ventions, and, whether defeat or triumph should 
be the result, to throw expediency to the winds, 
and abide by principles.” 

Hon. Wm. P. Briggs was chosen temporary 
Chairman, and P. Welch, Secretary. 

The Buffalo Platform, together with the Plat¬ 
forms of the two late Baltimore Conventions, 
were read and compared by E. D. Barber, Esq,, 
Gen. R. Fletcher, and others; when, on motion 
of Mr. Barber, a committee of seven were ap¬ 
pointed to draft resolutions expressive, of the 
sense of the Convention, consisting of E. D. 
Barber, Jesse Averill, D. P. Thompson, Ryland 
Fletcher, M. M. Davis, Jacob Scott, and Chas. 
D. Kasson. 

On motion of J. M. Slade, Messrs. J. M. Slade, 
Jacob Scott, L. Brainerd, W. A. Bates, and 
John West, were appointed a committee to re¬ 
port officers for the permanent organization of 
the Convention. 

On motion, a committee, equal to the number 
of Senators in each county, was appointed, on 
the nomination of the delegates from the sev¬ 
eral counties, who retired separately for the 
purpose, to present to the Convention names 
suitable to be supported for Governor, Lt. Gov¬ 
ernor and Treasurer, at the ensuing election, 
and also a list of delegates to the National 
Convention of the Free Democracy at Pitts¬ 
burg, on the 11th of August next ; when the 
Convention adjourned to 1 1-2 o’clock, P. M. 

Afternoon. —The chairman of the commit¬ 
tee to report officers for the permanent organi¬ 
zation, reported the following, who were there¬ 
upon severally appointed, viz: 

President.- j-Hon. Wm. P. Briggs. 

Vice Presidents. —Ryland Fletcher, Wm. 
French, R. L. Fuller, Geo. H. Page, Alonzo 
Pierce, George W. Bailey, P. D. Bradford, J. C. 
Bryant, H. H. Reynolds. 

Secretaries. —D. P. Thompson, G. C. Samp¬ 
son, P. Welch. 

The committee appointed to select and pre¬ 
sent candidates for State officers, by their 
chairman, the Hon. Wm. H. French, reported 
the following candidates, remarking on the un¬ 
usual unanimity of the committee in reporting 

For Governor. —Lawrence Brainerd, St. Al- 

For Lieut. Governor. —William M. Pingrey, 
Weathersfield. 

For Treasurer. —Daniel P. Thompson, Mont- 

The report was accepted and unanimously 
confirmed by the Convention. 

The same committee also reported the fol¬ 
lowing as delegates to the National Convention, 
and they were accordingly appointed, viz:' 

Delegates at Large. —Titus Hutchinson, Law¬ 
rence Brainerd, Wm. Slade, Roderick Richard¬ 
son, Wm. P. Briggs, Geo. W. Bailey, Ryland 
Fletcher, E. D. Barber, John McLean, John 
Gregory, H. Needham, O. L. Shatter. 

First District. —D. Roberts, jr” Harvey Stew¬ 
ard, Jacob Scott, N, Guindon, James M. Slade, 
D. P. Thompson. 

Second District. —J. D. Bradley, Hamlin 
Whitmore, M. M. Davis, S, A. Webber, A. E. 
Judevine, John E. Butler. 

Third District.— Wm. H. French, William 
Blake, Austin Fuller. Wm. J. Hastings, H. H. 
Reynolds, Eleazer Jewett, and Austin Beecher. 

And the same committee made further re¬ 
port of the Congressional District Committees 
for this State, Who were appointed as follows : 

District Committees. —1st District, D. Rob¬ 
erts, jr., Jacob Scott, J. M. Slade, R.R. Thrall; 
2d District, Alvah Stimpson, S. M. Bigelow, O. 
L. Shafter, Geo. H. Paige; 3d District, C. D. 
Kasson, A. H. Huntington, Geo. W. Bailey, 
Wm. J. Hastings, O. Wheeler. 

Hon. Jacob Scott introduced the following 
resolution, which was adopted, viz: 

Resolved, That we recommend to the Free 
Democracy in this State to call County Con¬ 
ventions immediately, and organize by appoint¬ 
ing County and Town Committees, and adopt 
such"measures as they may deem best calcula¬ 
ted to further the principles set forth in the 
resolutions of this Convention. 

On motion, the Hon. Wm. H. French was 
appointed a member of the State Committee, 
in place of E. A. Stansbury, removed from the 
State. 

And, on motion, it was voted that the State 
committee be authorized to fill any vacancies 
which may occur in the State ticket, by resig¬ 
nation or otherwise. 

[A series of spirited resolutions were report¬ 
ed, and unanimously adopted. They will ap¬ 
pear in next week’s Era .j * 


they war upon the liberty of the black and 
upon the liberty of the white man, are in sym¬ 
pathy with despotism at home and abroad, and 
ought to be dissolved. 

9. Resolved, That we have not lost faith in 
the Declaration of 1776, that Government le¬ 
gitimately exists only “ by consent of and for 
the benefit of the governed”—that the rights 
of “ life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness,” 
are inalienable and God-given rights. But on 
the contrary, that faith is strengthened by the 
experience, that whatever pre-eminence we 
hold among the nations is attributable to our 
approximation to these avowals. That these 
we cannot “ Compromise But to their de¬ 
fence we pledge once more “ our lives, our for¬ 
tunes, and our sacred honor.” 

10. Resolved, That we are neither lawless 
destructives nor mad anarchists. But believing 
that judicious progression is the true conserva¬ 
tism, we are the friends still of law—of the 
marriage tie—the family relation—-the rights 
of property—of home—of country—of Chris¬ 
tianity ; and because we are the friends of all 
these, we are the enemies of Slavery. 

11. Resolved, That we have not nor do we 
intend to make Slavery or Emancipation “a 
hobby to ride down” all other interests ; but 
on the contrary, we are the advocates of man’s 
highest civilization—the perfect development 
of his physical, moral, and mental nature; and 
we will incorporate into our platform, in con¬ 
junction with the leading idea, “Liberty and 
opportunity to all,” such principles and poli¬ 
tics as will effect these ends. 

12. Resolved, That among these are: The 
universal education of the People, as a duty 
which Government owes its subjects. By State 
and National action, so far as practicable, to 
secure to each family a home. More equitably 
to establish the legal rights of women. A ju¬ 
dicious tariff upon foreign imports for revenue 
purposes, discriminating in favor of home pro¬ 
ducts and manufactures. Improvement of riv¬ 
ers and harbors by the General Government, 
interior and by the seaboard, when of national 
interest. And lastly, the protection of labor 
against capital, by the avoidance of legal mo¬ 
nopolies, and the encouragement of co-opera¬ 
tive associations. 

13. Resolved, That in order to carry out these 
measures, we recommend a permanent State 
and National organization. 

14. Resolved, That eight persons—C. M. Clay, 
Harrison Burnam, I. Lane, Isaac Jett, Jonathan 
Howard, Turner Clarke, H. Doolin, and W. N. 
Ramsay—be constituted a central committee of 
correspondence, with powers to appoint sub¬ 
committees in the several counties: establish a 
journal for the vindication of our principles, 
and do any other act proper to be done in 
the premises: the chairman and one member 
constituting a quorum. 

15. Resolved, That W. P. Moore, J. H. Raw¬ 
lings, John Kinnard, L. McWilliams, Irvine 
Stapp, Sion ICimbrel, J. S. Golden, T. Coyle, 
N. Newby, Whit Moody, J. H. Harris, Al. Cor- 
nelison, R. Clarke, W. A. Coffey, Z. E. Bush, 
be appointed delegates from Madison county 
to the National Free Soil Convention, to be as¬ 
sembled at Cleveland, Ohio, on the first Wed¬ 
nesday in August next, and that the other 
counties in the State be recommended to do the 

16- Resolved, That the proceedings of this 
meeting and their resolutions be published, at 
our expense, in the Weekly Messenger, the 
Louisville Journal and Democrat, and in the 
Free Soil paper at Washington, (the National 
Era.) W. P. Moore, Chairman. 

. James Dickerson, .Secretary. 

[We learn that an electoral ticket will be 
run in Kentucky, pledged to support the nomi¬ 
nees of the Pittsburgh Convention.] * 


Below will be found the proceedings of a 
meeting in Madison county, Kentucky, which 
indicates that the independent Democracy of 
that State will not fall behind her sisters in 
the effort to nationalize Liberty. We are in¬ 
formed by a person who was present, that this 
was one of the largest political meetings ever* 
held in the county. Read the proceedings :, 

At a meeting of the Emancipationists, ac¬ 
cording to previous notice, held in Madison 
county, in the Courf-hohse, in the town of Rich¬ 
mond, Kentucky, on the 7th of June, 1852: 

On motion of Isaac Lane, Esq., W. P. More, 
Esq., was called to the chair, and James Dick¬ 
erson, Esq., made secretary. The Chairman 
stated the object of the meeting to be to 
appoint delegates to the National Free Soil 
Convention to be held in Cleveland on the first 
Wednesday of August next, for the nomina¬ 
tion of candidates for President and Vice Presi¬ 
dent of the United States. 

C. M. Clay offered the following resolutions, 
which he discussed at length, and which were 
unanimously adopted by one of the largest po¬ 
litical meetings ever held in the county. 

1. Resolved, That slavery is a violation of 
natural right, of pure Christianity, and true 

anism. 

2. Resolved, That the Emancipationists of 
Kentucky will use all honorable and constitu¬ 
tional means for its abolition. 

3. Resolved, That the reasons which urge 
its overthrow in places where it now exists, 
more strongly demand that slavery shall not 
enter into Territories and States now free. 

4. Resolved, That every consistent Emanci¬ 
pationist in State action, must be a Free-Soiler 
in National action. 

5. Resolved, That the Constitution of the 
United States is the supreme law of the land— 
the people one—and the States sovereign, so 
far only as it allows. That it explains its own 
purpose and power—its purpose, '“to establish 
justice” and “ secure the blessings of liberty,” 
and power is nowhere given destructive of 
these ends. 

6. Resolved, That slavery is municipal and 
local to the. States, and exists not by the guar¬ 
antee of the Constitution, but by its suffer¬ 
ance—and that Congress has no right to es¬ 
tablish slavery in the District of Columbia, in 
the National vessels on high seas, in the Terri¬ 
tories, or in any place of exclusive National 
jurisdiction. 

7. Resolved, That we propose to lustrate the 
National Government from its unconstitutional 
participation in slavery; to nationalize Liberty, 
and section alize Slavery, as the Constitution 

8. Resolved, That the Whig and Democratic 
parties have departed from the principles of 
our fathers—are not the representatives of Re¬ 
publicanism ; but by making slavery its de¬ 
fence, and propagandism their bond of union, 


To the Independent Democracy of the U. States. 

Fellow Democrats : “ Principles, not men,” j 
we have been taught to regard as a funda¬ 
mental article of the Democratic creed—an 
adherence to which is required in all emergen¬ 
cies, under all circumstances, and under what¬ 
ever disguises an abandonment of principle 
may assume. 

It was an adherence to this course of action 
which made the Democracy a fixed fact in the 
history of this nation, and crowned it with 
glory and honor. Democracy opposes section¬ 
alism, partial legislation, and injustice, and 
maintains the right of all men to Liberty and 
Equality before the laws. 

The right of free discussion on all subjects 
bearing upon the well-being and happiness of 
the people, have especially been insisted upon 
by the fathers of the Democratic faith, as an 
essential element in securing the happiness of 
the people. 

The “Alien and Sedition Laws” were justly 
odious to the Democrats of a former day—the 
one because it violated the rights of foreigners, 
and the other because it prohibited the people 
to speak or write anything derogatory of the 
Government. The latter law was disregarded, 
(treated as a nullity and an insult, and was 
speedily expunged from the Statute Book. 

Privilege and monopoly, in various shapes, 
have since presented themselves for the sanc¬ 
tion of the American people; but they have 
uniformly been driven from the field, abashed 
and disappointed. The latest development of 
this combination threatens to be the most for¬ 
midable of all the efforts made by the advo¬ 
cates of class legislation. It comes to us clothed 
in an angel’s garb—in the garb of Democracy; 
and would fain deceive the people to obey its 
mandates, and enthrone its candidates as the 
true representatives of Democratic principles. 
The Convention which met at Baltimore on the. 
2d of June last, presented as its Compromise 
candidates, Franklin Pierce of New Hamp¬ 
shire, for President, and William R. King of 
Alabama, for Vice President. 

Without dwelling upon the character of the 
gentlemen selected to fill the highest offices in 
the gift of the Republic, let us consider the prin¬ 
ciples promulgated by the Convention, adhe¬ 
rence to which is made the test of Democracy. 

They resolved to “ abide by and adhere to a 
faithful execution of the acts known as the 
Compromise measures, settled by the last Con¬ 
gress— the act for the reclaiming of fugitives 
from service or labor included;” and further, 

“ That the Democratic party will resist all at¬ 
tempts at renewing, in Congress or out of it, the 
agitation of the Slavery question, under what¬ 
ever shape or color the attempt may be made.” 

This pledge to stop agitation is as preposter¬ 
ous as it is wicked. It is a vile attempt to gag 
the mouths of freemen, and to interdict the 
freedom of speech. Was it for this our fathers 
passed through a seven years’ war of blood and 
carnage, to give force and efficacy to their 
solemn fleelaration that “ all men are created 
equal”—that they are “endowed by their Cre¬ 
ator with certain inalienable rights, among 
which are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of 
Happiness?” Shall we, their sons, endorse by 
our acquiescence so wicked an imputation upon 
our manhood and ancestry? Every holy feel¬ 
ing of Right, Justice, and Humanity, condemns 
submission to such a pledge. 

Agitation! Without it, the ocean would be 
but a stagnant pool, spreading miasma and 
disease over the world. Agitation! All na¬ 
ture around us is one extensive system of agi¬ 
tation, almost endlessly diversified; and the 
bosoms of Democrats are no exception to the 
rule. The promulgation of such a pledge has 
stirred up such an agitation within the breasts 
of independent Democrats as will teach the 
advocates of class legislation that they have 
gone a step too far. 

We have no controversy with our Southern 
brethren. We grant them all their constitu¬ 
tional rights; but when they attempt to gag 
the mouths of independent • Democrats, and 
prohibit them from discussing any subject inti¬ 
mately connected with the happiness of the 
people and the perpetuity of the Republic, can¬ 
dor, no less than justice, requires that we 
should indicate our position. We cannot stand 
upon any such platform. 

We love the principles of Democracy, recog¬ 
nising as it does the brotherhood of the race, 
and the equality of all mankind as regards the 
rights of all men before the law; but when the 
advocates of a gigantic monopoly combine to¬ 
gether, and seek to make Liberty sectional and 
Slavery national, to deny to freemen the right 
to express their thoughts, and exact a pledge 
of the Democracy to suppress agitation, we feel 
compelled to repudiate the platform, and those 
who support it. 

Mr. Pierce, the nominee for President, in his 
letter accepting the nomination, thus gives in 
his adhesion to the platform adopted by the 
Convention, viz: 

“ I accept the nomination upon the platform 
adopted by the Convention, not because it is 
expected of me as a candidate, but because the 
principles it embraces command the approba¬ 
tion of my judgment.” 


Mr. King, the nominee of the Compromise 
Democrats for Vice President, is no less ex¬ 
plicit. In a letter written by him on the 26th 
July, 185.1, to C. H. Donaldson, he was pecu¬ 
liarly bitter upon independent Democrats, and 
declared that “so long as a large portion of 
the former Democracy of the North lend them¬ 
selves to the advocacy of Free Soil doctrines, and 
make common cause ivith the infamous agita¬ 
tors and Abolitionists, no portion of the South¬ 
ern Democracy will ever be found acting in 
concert with them. All our troubles have 
arisen from the extraordinary conduct of those, 
professing Democrats,” &c. Thus exhibiting 
his devotion to the rankest Sectionalism, and 
making adhesion thereto a test of Democracy. 

Such being the case, we cannot by any act 
of ours support Gen. Pierce for the Presiden¬ 
tial office, without losing our respect for the 
principles which constitute the foundation of 
Democracy. To do so, would be to emulate 
the conduct of the enterprising individual who 
undertook to perform Shakspeare’s play of 
Hamlet, with the part of Hamlet omitted. 

Thomas Jefferson, the apostle of Democracy, 
in his writings upon our system of Slavery, 

“ With what execration should the statesman 
be loaded, who, permitting one half the citi¬ 
zens thus to trample on the rights of the other, 
transforms these into despots and those into 
enemies, destroys the morals of the one part, 
andthe amor.patri.ee of the other.” * * * 
“ Gan the liberties of a nation be thought se¬ 
cure, when we have removed their only firm 
basis, a conviction in the minds of the people 
that these liberties are the.gift of God ? That 
they are not to be violated but with His wrath ? 
I tremble for iny country, when I reflect that 
God is just ; that His justice cannot sleep for¬ 
ever ; that, considering numbers, nature, and 
natural means only, a revolution of the wheel 
of fortune, an exchange of situation, is among 
possible events; the Almighty has no-attribute 
which can take side with us in such a contest.” 
* * * “But we must wait with patience 
the working of an overruling Providence, and 
hope that that is preparing the deliverance of 
these our suffering brethren. When the meas¬ 
ure of their tears shall be full, when their 
tears shall have involved Heaven itself in dark¬ 
ness, doubtless a God of j ustiee will awaken to 
their distress, and, by diffusing a light and lib¬ 
erality among their oppressors, or at length by 
his exterminating thunder, manifest his atten¬ 
tion fo the things of this world, and that they 
are not left to the guidanoe of blind fatality.” 

Thomas' Jefferson never hesitated to avow 
his sentiments; and we, his digciples, cannot 
without dishonor Submit to'the gag; the pledge 
to resist all attempts at agitation, we cannot 
subscribe to. We therefore enter our protest 
against it. 

When a Convention calling itself Democrat¬ 
ic, so far loses sight of the principles of De¬ 
mocracy as to pledge itself and its candidates 
to suppress agitation on a subject of command¬ 
ing importance, and the nominees of that Con¬ 
vention accept the pledge, We hesitate not to 
say that we feel bound by our allegiance to 
Democratic principles to reject the pledge and 
its candidates. We have labored for the De¬ 
mocracy ;' we have rejoiced at its triumphs, and 
been depressed at its defeats. We regret now 
to separate from those of our brethren with 
whom we have heretofore acted for the ad¬ 
vancement of Democratic principles, who now 
seem willing to compromise those principles for 
Slaveholding support. 

Men change, hut principles are eternal. It 
is for no slight cause that we now take a stand 
as Independent Democrats, independent of the 
platform adopted by the politicians w-ho as¬ 
sembled at Baltimore; but not independent of 
the saered principles of Democracy, which are 
enshrined in the hearts of the American 
people; independent, as regards submission to 
the insolent demands of the Slave Power, but 
willing and desirouji to co-operate in all efforts 
to establish and make permanent the great 
principles upon which the Republic was origi¬ 
nally founded. 

But, some may ask, as you repudiate the 
platform adopted at Baltimore, upon what plat¬ 
form do you stand ? The question is pertinent, 
and easily answered. The Mass Convention 
of Independent Democrats which met at Buffalo 
in August, 1848, resolved “that our fathers 
ordained the Constitution of the United States, 
in order to establish justice, promote the gen¬ 
eral welfare, and secure the blessings of Lib¬ 
erty; hut expressly denied to the General Gov¬ 
ernment all constitutional power to deprive 
any person of life, liberty, or property, without 
due legal process; that Congress has no more 
power to make a slave than it has to make a 
king; that it is the duty of the Federal Govern¬ 
ment to relieve itself from all responsibility for 
the existence or continuance of Slavery, where- 
ever that Government has constitutional au¬ 
thority to legislate on that subject, and is thus 
responsible for its existence; that we will have 
no more Slave States and no Slave territory ; 
that we demand cheap postage for the people, 
a retrenchment of the expenses and patronage 
of the Federal Government, the abolition of all 
unnecessary offices and salaries, and the elec¬ 
tion, so far as practicable, of all civil officers; 
free grants of land to actual settlers on our 
public lands, and the abolition of the national 
debt.” 

To this we may add the resolutions adopted 
by the Independent Democracy of Massachu¬ 
setts, at their recent Convention at Worcester, 

“ Resolved, That we cordially concur in the 
sentiment expressed by the late Democratic 
National Convention, 1 that the Federal Gov¬ 
ernment is one of limited powers, derived solely 
from the Constitution; and the grants of power 
made therein ought to be strictly construed by 
all the departments and agents of the Govern¬ 
ment; and that it is inexpedient and danger¬ 
ous to exercise doubtful constitutional pow¬ 
ers ; ’ and, therefore, 

“ Resolved , That Congress possesses no au¬ 
thority whatever to legislate for the rendition of 
fugitives from service or labor, such legislation 
being a dangerous encroachment upon the sov¬ 
ereignty of the States, a clear violation of their 
reserve4 rights, and, in the form which it has 
assumed in the Fugitive Slave Act of 1850, re¬ 
pugnant to the principles of the common law, 
to the spirit of Christianity, and to the senti¬ 
ments of the civilized world. We therefore de¬ 
mand its immediate and total repeal. 

“ Resolved, That any future acquisition of ter¬ 
ritory by the United States, whether by pur¬ 
chase, treaty, conquest, or otherwise, ought to 
be and must be upon the fundamental condi¬ 
tion that Slavery shall be wholly and forever 
excluded from such territory. 

“Resolved, That the Constitution vests in 
Congres.B the power to open and repair harbors, 
and remove obstructions from navigable rivers; 
and it is expedient that Congress shall exercise 
that power Whenever such improvements 
are necessary for the common DEFENCE or 


“ Resolved, That the public lands of the United 
States should be held as a trust for the benefit 
of the people, and should be granted in limited 
quantities, without eharge, to actual settlers; 

“ Resolved, That every nation has a right to 
choose its own Government and arrange its own 
affairs, and any foreign interference with that 
right is a dangerous violation of the law of 
nations, against which all independent Govern¬ 
ments should protest, and which they should 
endeavor by all proper means to prevent; es¬ 
pecially is it the duty of free nations to protest 
against and prevent the intervention of despots, 
to suppress republican or .constitutional Govern¬ 
ments.” 

Here, then, we take our stand. Were the 
question one merely about men, we should be 
silent. A great principle is about to be strick¬ 
en down, and necessity, not choice, compels us 
to indicate our position. 

We therefore call upon the Independent De¬ 
mocracy throughout the land to rally in sup¬ 
port of the principles of the Democratic faith. 
They are worthy of your cordial support. Be 
not deceived by vain words, or by the deceptive 
rallying cries of those who, having usurped the 
control of the organization of the Democratic 
party, now seek to influence you to endorse 
their Compromise platform, and, thus stultify 
yourselves by declaring against the national 
principle of Freedom, and in favor of the sec¬ 
tional institution of Slavery. 

We reiterate the truth that Freedom is Na¬ 
tional, and was designed to be so by the found¬ 
ers of the Republic. Shall Independent Dem¬ 
ocrats basely desert the principles which they 
sought to establish, at so great an expense of 
blood and treasure ? We will not, we cannot 
believe it. And, thus believing, we cordially 
and earnestly request you to unite with us in 
an effort to make the Democratic principle 
available and effective. 

Efforts are making to divide California; bo 


as to form a Slave State out of the southern 
portion of it, and the Slavery propagandists 
are active and untiring in their exertions to 
extend the institution in other quarters. Under 
these circumstances, we trust no apology is 
needed for the earnestness with which we ad¬ 
dress you. The feeling of Liberty is not dead 
in American bosoms, the love of Democracy is 
not extinct among the people; we therefore 
appeal with confidence from the Politicians 
who have betrayed the principles of Democracy 
at the behest of sectional interest, to the pure 
and undefiled National feelings of the People 
themselves. 

In the present crisis, we oannot hesitate in 
the course we should pursue. To hesitate now, 
would be to betray the cause of Democracy—a 
cause dear to our hearts, a cause worthy the 
deepest devotion and the noblest exertion of 
every friend of the Rights of Man. To falter 
now would be base betrayal. 

Let, then, the friends ot Independent Democ¬ 
racy come to the Convention which is to mret at 
Pittsburgh on the 11th of August next, and by 
a united and vigorous effort place a man in 
nomination who shall inspire our friends with 
confidence, and there speak in a voice poten¬ 
tial in favor of Freedom for the nation. Let 
every Independent Democrat solemnly declare, 
in the language of Col. Benton, “ Party ma¬ 
chinery never did, and never shall, make me 
dishonor myself.” A noble sentiment, and 
worthy to be noted on. 

Submission now will embolden the friends of 
Monopoly and the advocates of Class Legisla¬ 
tion to make new demands for compliance with 
their wishes, and new manacles will he formed 
to fetter and bind the Democracy to the car of 
an insolent Despotism. 

Resistance now is not only a duty, but a fail¬ 
ure to resist will class us with the “ acquies¬ 
cent” Democracy of France, which has become 
the scorn and contempt of the world byitsbase 
betrayal of the Rights of Man. Agitation is 
suppressed in France, Freedom of speech is 
ignored, the liberty of the press is a mockery! 
In that unhappy land, Independence is a crime, 
and is punished by proscription and banish¬ 
ment from home and country. Shall we per¬ 
mit a similar stagnation to prevail in the 
United States? Let an indignant NEVER! 
be the response. 

By order : A. M. Gangewer, Secretary. 

Editors throughout the United States are re¬ 
quested to copy this address. 

CONGRESSIONAL PROCEEDINGS. 


Mr. Bright presented the credentials of the 
Hon. David Mcrriwether, a Senator appointed 
by the Governor of Kentucky to fill the vacan¬ 
cy occasioned by the death of the Hon. Henry 
Clay, till September next, when the term of Mr. 
Dixon, elected by the Legislature to fill the 
vacancy caused by Mr. Clay's resignation, will 
commence. Mr. Meriwether was then sworn. 

Mr. Douglas moved to refer the credentials 
to the J udiciary Committee, he expressing a 
doubt wether the Governor had any power to 
make such an appointment. Several other 
Senators expressed similar opinions. 

Mr. Butler opposed the reference till such 
time as the question was raised as to Mr. M.’s 
right to a seat. The motion to refer was then 
withdrawn. 

On motion of Mr. Hunter, the resolution of 
the House fixing the time for the adjournment 
of Congress on the 16 th of August was taken 
up. He moved to amend it by striking out 
16th ancLinserting 30th of August. 

After a long debate, this motion was reject¬ 
ed—yeas 22, nays 22. Tile resolution was then 
postponed for a week. 

The House amendments to the Deficiency 
bill except three were concurred in. 

A bill authorizing the raising of mounted 
rangers to protect Texas, Oregon, New Mexico, 
and California, from Indian depredations, was 
taken up and ordered to be engrossed. 

The Senate then adjourned. 

Friday, July, 16. 

The Senate ordered to a third reading thirty 
private bills. 

The Senate then adjourned till Monday. 

Monday, July 19. 

A private bill was taken up and parsed. 

Mr. James gave notice of a bill to amend 
the act relative to appraisements of imported 
goods, and to prevent fraud in the valuation 
thereof. 

The bill is understood to be one making the 
market value in the Uuited States of the im¬ 
ported article as the valuation upon which du¬ 
ties are assessed.- 

Mr. Mason introduced a resolution request¬ 
ing the President to communicate to tho Sen¬ 
ate all correspondence between the Govern¬ 
ments of the United States and Mexico in re¬ 
gard to the right of way across the Isthmus of 
Tehuantepec; also, all correspondence relative 
to the proposed treaties on the subject. 

The Deficiency bill was taken up. On mo- 1 
tion of Mr. Hunter, the Senate insisted on its 


Conference was appointed. 

The Senate then proceeded to the eonsidera-1 
tion of Executive business, and at 3 o’clock 
adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday, July 15. 

The House resumed the consideration of the 
bill heretofore reported, granting the right of 
way and a portion of the Public Lands to Ala¬ 
bama and Florida, to aid in the construction of 
a railroad from Pensacola to Montgomery, 
and across the peninsula to some point on the 
Pacific. 

A motion was made to lay the hill upon the 
table, hut it did not prevail—yeas 75, nays 81 ; 
and it was then referred to the Committee oi 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The House then proceeded to the considera¬ 
tion of the bill, reported yesterday by Mr. 
Gorman from the Committee on Printing, pro¬ 
posing to repeal the contract law, provide for 
the immediate election of a public printer by 
each House, fix the prices to be paid—Congress 
to furnish the white paper—and a joint Com¬ 
mittee to he appointed to superintend the print¬ 
ing, and adopt such measures as may be deemed 
necessary to remedy any neglect or delay in 
the execution thereof. 

Several amendments were proposed; when 
the further consideration of the subject was 
postponed until to-morrow. 

The House, in Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, proceeded to the con¬ 
sideration of the Indian appropriation bill. 

The House adjourned, 

Friday, July 16. , 

The Senate bill providing for the better se¬ 
curity of the lives of passengers on board ves¬ 
sels propelled in whole or in part by steam, was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

The private calendar was then taken up, and 
those bills to which no objection was made 
were passed. The following was ordered to ;u 
third reading—bill for the relief of Thomas 
Pember. A large number were objected to 
and passed over. 

The House then went into Committee on the 
Indian appropriation bill, when Mr. Giddings 
recounted the history of the Florida war, and 
complained that seventy or a hundred negroes, 
claiming to be free, were seized and sold into 
slavery by the Government. 

Further debate ensued, when, without act¬ 
ing upon the bill, the Committee rose. 

The House then took up the Deficiency bill, 
and, after discussion, receded from the amend¬ 
ments to which the Senate refused its assent, 
and disagreed to that of the Senate appropri¬ 
ating fifty thousand dollars for per diem com¬ 
pensation and mileage of Senators, Represent¬ 
atives, and Delegates. The vote stood—yeas 
42, nays 97. The bill must now go to the Sen¬ 
ate again. 

House adjourned. 

Saturday, July 17. 

Mr. Mace, of Indiana, submitted a bill au¬ 
thorizing the admission of railroad iron free of 
duty, which was read a first and second time. 

Mr. Dean, of New York, moved to lay the 
bill on the table; and Mr. Florence, of Penn¬ 
sylvania called for the yeas and nays, which 
having been taken, the motion prevailed—yeas 
88, nays 69. 

A motion having failed to go into Committee 
of the Whole on the private calendar, the 
House resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, and again 
took up the Indian appropriation bill. 

The Committee rose before the bill was dis¬ 
posed of, and the House adjourned. 

[The proceedings in the House, on Monday 
liaye been crowded out.] 


DOCUMENT FOR THE CAMPAIGN. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep¬ 
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That the persons who have 
been or may hereafter be appointed commis¬ 
sioners in virtue of any act of Congress, by the 
circuit courts of the United States, and who, in 
consequence of such appointment, are author¬ 
ized to exercise the powers that any justice of 
the peace, or other magistrate of anyof the 
United States, may exercise in respect to offend¬ 
ers for any crime or offence against the United 
States, by arresting, imprisoning, or bailing, 
the same, under and by virtue of the thirty- 
third section of the act of the twenty-fourth of 
September, seventeen hundred and eighty-nine, 
entitled “ An act to establish the judicial courts 
of the United States,” shall be, and are hereby, 
authorized and required to exercise and dis¬ 
charge all the powers and duties conferred by 
this act. " 

Sec. 2. And he, it further enacted. That the 
superior court of each organized Territory of 
the United States shall have the same power to 
appoint commissioners to take acknowledg¬ 
ments of bail and affidavits, and to take deposi¬ 
tions of witnessess in civil causes, which is now 
possessed by the circuit court of the United 
States; and all commissioners who shall here¬ 
after be appointed for such purposes by the su¬ 
perior court of any organized Territory of the 
United States, shall possess all the powers, and 
exercise all the duties, conferred by law upon 
commissioners appointed by the United States / 
for similar purposes, and shall moreover exer¬ 
cise and discharge all the powers and duties 
conferred by, this act,, 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted. That the 
circuit courts of the United States, and the su¬ 
perior courts of each organized Territory of the 
United States, shall from time to time enlarge 
the number of commissioners, with a view to 
afford reasonable facilities to reclaim fugitives 
from labor, and to the prompt discharge of the 
duties imposed by this act. 

Sec. 4. And. he it farther enacted, That the 
commissioners above named shall have concur¬ 
rent jurisdiction with the judges of the circuit 
and district courts of the United States in their 
respective circuits and districts within the sev¬ 
eral States, and the judges of the superior courts 
of the Territories, severally and collectively, in 
term-time and vacation; and shall grant certifi¬ 
cates to such claimants, upon satisfactory proof 
being made, with authority to take and remove 
such fugitives from service or labor, under the 
restrictions herein contained, to the State or 
Territory from which such persons may have 
escaped or fled. 

Sec. 5. And he it further enacted. That it 
shall be the duty of all marshals and deputy 
marshals to obey and execute all warrants and 
precepts issued under the provisions of this act 
when to them directed; and should any mar¬ 
shal or deputy marshal refuse to receive such 
warrant or other process when tendered, or to 
use all proper means diligently to execute the 
same, he shall, on conviction thereof, be fined 
in the sum of one thousand dollars, to the use 
of such claimant, on the motion of such claim¬ 
ant, by the circuit or district court for the dis¬ 
trict of such marshal; and after arrest of such 
fugitive by such marshal or his deputy, or 
whilst at any time in his custody under the pro¬ 
visions under this act, should such fugitive es¬ 
cape, whether with or without the assent of 
such marshal or his deputy, such marshal shall 
be liable on his official bond to be prosecuted 
for the benefit of such claimant for the full val¬ 
ue of the service or labor of said fugitive, fo the 
State, Territory, or District, whence he escaped; 
and the better to enable the said commissioners, 
when thus appointed, to execute their duties 
faithfully and efficiently, in conformity with the 
requirements of the Constitution of the United 
States and of this act, they are hereby author¬ 
ized and empowered, within their counties., re¬ 
spectively, to appoint, in writing, under their 
hands, any one or more suitable persons, from 
time to time, to execute all such warrants and 
other process as may be issued by them in the 
lawful performance of their respective duties; 
with authority to such commissioners, or the 
persons to be appointed by them, to execute 
process as aforesaid, to summon and call to 
their aid the bystanders, or posse comitutus of 
the proper county, when necessary to insure a 
faithful observance of the clause of the Consti¬ 
tution referred to, in conformity with the pro¬ 
visions of this act; and all good citizens are 
hereby commanded to aid and assist in the 
prompt and efficient execution of this law, 
whenever their services may he required, as 
aforesaid, for that purpose ; and said warrants 
shall run and be executed by said officers any¬ 
where in the State within which they are is¬ 
sued. 

Sec. G. And be it further enacted, That when 
a person held to service or labor in any State or 
Territory of the United States, has heretofore 
or shall hereafter escape into another State or 
Territory of the United States, the person or 
persons to whom such service or labor may be 
due, or his, her, or their agent or attorney, 
duly authorized by power of attorney, in 
writing, acknowledged and certified under the 
seal of some legal officer or court of the State 
or Territory in which the same may be execu¬ 
ted, may pursue and reclaim such fugitive per¬ 
son, either by procuring a warrant from some 
one of the courts, judges, or commissioners 
aforesaid, of the proper circuit, district, or coun¬ 
ty, for the apprehension of such fugitive from 
service or labor, or by seizing and arresting 
such fugitive, where the same can be done 
without process, and by takiftg, or causing 
such, person to be taken, forthwith before such 
court, judge, or commissioner, whose duty it 
shall be to hear and determine the case of such 
claimant in a summary manner; and upon sat¬ 
isfactory proof being made, by deposition or 
affidavit, in writing, to be taken and certified by 
such court, judge, or commissioner, or by other 
satisfactory testimony, duly taken and certified 
by some,court, magistrate, justice of the peace, 
or other legal officer authorized to administer 
an oath and take depositions under the laws of 
the State or Territory from which such person 
owing service or labor may have escaped, with 
a certificate of such magistracy or other author¬ 
ity, as aforesaid, with the seal of the proper 
court or officer thereto attached, which seal 
shall be sufficient to establish the competency 
of the proof, and with proof, also by affidavit, 
of the identity of the person whose service or 
labor is claimed to be due as aforesaid, that the 
person so arrested does in fact owe service or 
labor to the person or persons claiming him or 
her, in the State or Territory from which such 
fugitive may have escaped as aforesaid, and 
that said person escaped, to make out and de¬ 
liver to such claimant, bis or her agent or at¬ 
torney, a certificate setting forth the substantial 
facts as to the service or labor due from such 
fugitive to the claimant, and of his or her es¬ 
cape from the State or Territory in which such 
service or labor was due, to the State or Terri¬ 
tory in which he or she was arrested, with au¬ 
thority to such claimant, or bis or her agent or 
attorney, fo use such reasonable force and re¬ 
straint as may be necessary, under the eircum-. 
stances of the case, to take and remove such fu¬ 
gitive person back to the State or-Territory 
whence he or she may have escaped as afore¬ 
said. In no trial or hearing, under this act, 
shall the testimony of such alleged fugitive be 
admitted in evidence; and the certificates in 
this and the first section mentioned shall be 
conclusive of the right of the person or persons 
in whose favor granted, to remove such fugi¬ 
tives to the State or Territory from Which he 
escaped, and shall prevent all molestation of 
such person or persons, by any process issued 
by any court, judge, magistrate, or other per¬ 
son, whomsoever. 

Sec. 7. And he it further enacted, That any 
person who shall knowingly and willingly ob¬ 
struct, hinder, or prevent such claimant, his 
agent or attorney, or any person or persons law¬ 
fully assisting him, her, or them, from arresting 
such a fugitive from service or labor, either with 
or without process as aforesaid; or shall rescue or 
attempt to rescue such fugitive from service or 
labor, from the custody of such claimant, his 
or her agent or attorney, or other person or 
persons lawfully assisting as aforesaid, when so 
arrested, pursuant to the authority herein given 
and declared ; or shall aid, abet, or assist such 
person so owing service or labor as aforesaid, 
directly or indirectly, to escape from such 
claimant, his agent orattomey,orotherperson or 
persons legally authorized as aforesaid; or shall 
harbor or conceal such fugitive, so as to prevent 
the discovery and arrest of such person, after 
notice or knowledge of the fact that sueh per- 
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son was a fugitive from service or labor as afore¬ 
said, shall, for either of said offences, be sub¬ 
ject to a fine not exceeding one thousand dol¬ 
lars, and imprisonment not exceeding six 
months, by indictment and conviction before 
the district court of the United States for the 
district in which such offence may have been 
committed, or before the proper court of crim¬ 
inal jurisdiction, if committed within any one 
of the organized Territories of the United States; 
and shall moreover forfeit and pay, by way of 
civil damages to the party injured by such 
illegal conduct, the sum of one thousand dollars 
for each fugitive so lost as aforesaid, to be re¬ 
covered by action of debt, in any of the district 
or territorial courts aforesaid, within whose 
jurisdiction the said offence may have been 
committed. 

Sec. 8. And, be it further. enacted. That the 
marshals, their deputies, and the clerks of the 
said district and territorial courts, shall be paid 
for their services the likefees as may be allowed 
to them for similar services in other cases ; and 
where such services are rendered exclusively 
in the arrest, custody, and delivery of the fugi¬ 
tive to the claimant, his or her agent or attor¬ 
ney, or where such supposed fugitive may be 
discharged out of custody for the want of suffi¬ 
cient proof as aforesaid, then such fees are to be 
paid in the whole by such claimant, his agent 
or attorney ; and in all eases where the proceed¬ 
ings are before a commissioner, he shall be en¬ 
titled to a fee of ten dollars in full for his servi¬ 
ces in each case, upon the delivery of the said 
certificate toMhe claimant, his or her agent or 
attorney ; or a fee of five dollars in cases where 
the proof shall not, in the opinion of such com¬ 
missioner, warrant such certificate and delivery, 
inclusive of all services incident to such arrest 
and examination, to be paid in either case by 
the claimant, his or her agent or attorney. The 
person or persons authorized to execute the 
process to be issued by Such commissioners, for 
the arrest and detention of fugitives from ser¬ 
vice or labor ns aforesaid, shall also be entitled to 
a fee of five dollars each for each person he or 
they may arrest and take before any such com¬ 
missioner as aforesaid, at the instance and re¬ 
quest of such claimant, with such other foes as 
may be deemed reasonable by such commission¬ 
er for Such other additional services as may be 
necessarily performed by him or them ; such as 
attending at the examination, keeping the fugi¬ 
tive in custody, and providing him with food 
and lodging during his detention, and until the* 
final determination of such commissioner ; and 
in general for performing such other duties as 
may be required by such claimant, his or her 
attorney or agent, or commissioner in the prem¬ 
ises, such fees to be made up in conformity 
with the fees usually charged by the officers of 
the courts of justice within the proper district 
or county, as near as may be practicable, and 
paid by such claimants, their agents or attor¬ 
neys, whether such supposed fugitives from 
service or labor be ordered to be delivered to 
such claimants by the final determination of 
such commissioner or not. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That 
upon affidavit made by the claimant of such 
fugitive, his agent or attorney, after such cer¬ 
tificate has been issued, that he has reason to 
apprehend that such fugitive will be rescued 
by force from his or their possession before he 
can be taken beyond the limits of the State in 
which the arrest is made, it shall be the duty 
of the officer making the arrest to retain such 
fugitive in his custody, and to remove him to 
the State whence he tied, and there to deliver 
him to said claimant, his agent or attorney. 
And to this end, the Officer aforesaid is hereby 
authorized and required to employ so many 
persons as he may deem necessary to overcome 
such force, and to retain them in his service so 
long as circumstances may require. The said 
officer and his assistants, while SO employed, to 


receive the same compensation , and to be allow¬ 
ed the same expenses, as are now allowed by 
law for transportation of criminals, to be certi¬ 
fied by the judge of the district within which 
the arrest is made, and paid out of the treasury 
of the United States. 

Sec. 10. And he it further enacted, That 
when any person held to service or labor in any 
State or Territory, or in the District of Colum¬ 
bia, shall escape thereform, the party to whom 
such service or labor shall be due, his, her, or 
their agent or attorney, may apply to any court 
of record therein, or judge thereof in vacation, 
and make satisfactory proof to such court, or 
judge in vacation, of the escape aforesaid, and 
that the person escaping owed service or labor 
to such party. Whereupon, the court shall 
cause a record to he fnade of the matters so 
proved, and also a general description of the 
person so escaping, with such convenient cer¬ 
tainty as may be; and a transcript of such 
record, authenticated by the attestation of the 
clerk and of the seal of the said court, being 
produced in any other State, Territory, or Dis¬ 
trict, in which the person so escaping may be 
found, and being exhibited to any judge, com¬ 
missioner, or other officer authorized by the 
law of the United States to cause persons es¬ 
caping from service or labor to be delivered 
up, shall be held and taken to be full and con¬ 
clusive evidence of the fact of escape, and that 
the service or labor of the person escaping is 
due to the party in such record mentioned. 
And upon the production by the said party of 
other and further evidence, if necessary, either 
oral or by affidavit, in addition to what is con¬ 
tained in the said record, of the identity of the 
person escaping, he or she shall be delivered 
up to the claimant. And the said court, com¬ 
missioner, judge, or other person authorized 
by this act to grant certificates to claimants of 
fugitives, shall, upon the production of the rec¬ 
ord and other evidences aforesaid, grant to such 
claimant a certificate of his right to take any 
such person identified and proved to be owing 
service or labor as aforesaid, which certificate 
shall authorize such claimant to seize or arrest 
and transport such person to the State or Ter¬ 
ritory from which he escaped : Provided, That 
nothing herein contained shall be construed as 
requiring the production of a transcript of such 
record as evidence as aforesaid. But in its ab¬ 
sence, the claim shall be heard and determined 
' upon other satisfactory proofs, competent in 


Speaker of the Home of Representatives. 
William 'ft. Ktng, 
President of the Senate pro tempore. 
Approved, September IS, 1850. 


I. Resolved, That the American Democracy 
place their trust in the intelligence, the pa¬ 
triotism, and the discriminating justice of the 
American people. 

II. Resolved, That we regard this as a dis¬ 
tinctive feature of our political creed, which We 
are proud to maintain before the world as the 
great moral element in a form of Government 
springing from and upheld by the popular will; 
and we contrast it with the creed and practice 
of Federalism, under whatever name or form, 
which seeks to palsy the will of the constituent, 
and which conceives no imposture too mon¬ 
strous for thejpublic credulity. 

III. Resolved, therefore, That, entertaining 
these views, the Democratic party of this 
Union, through their delegates assembled in a 
General Convention, coming together in a spir¬ 
it of concord, of devotion to the doctrines and 
faith of a free representative Government, and 
appealing to their fellow-citizens for the recti¬ 
tude of their intentions, renew and reassert be¬ 
fore the American people the declarations of. 
principles avowed by them when, on former 
occasions, in General Convention, they have 
presented their candidates for the popular suf- 

1. That the Federal Government is one of 
limited powers, derived solely from the Consti¬ 
tution, and the grants of power therein ought 
to be strictly construed by all the departments 
and agents of the Government; and that it is 
inexpedient and dangerous to exercise doubtful 
constitutional powers. 

2. That the Constitution does not confer upon 
the General Government the power to com¬ 
mence and carry on a general system of inter¬ 
nal improvements. 

3. That the Constitution does not confer au¬ 
thority Upon the Federal Government, directly 
or indirectly, to assume the debts of the several 
States, contracted for local and internalimprove- 
ments or other State purposes; nor would such 
assumption be just or expedient. 

4. That justice and sound policy forbid the 
Federal Government to foster one branch of in¬ 
dustry to the detriment of any other, or to cher¬ 
ish the interests of one portion to, the injury of 
another portion of our common country ; that 
every citizen, and every section of the country, 
Jtas a right to demand and insist upon an equal¬ 


ity of rights and privileges, and to complete 
and ample protection of persons and property 
from domestic violence or foreign aggression. 

5. That it is the duty of every branch of the 
Government to enforce and practice the most 
rigid economy in conducting our public affairs, 
and that no more revenue ought to be raised 
than is required to defray the necessary ex¬ 
penses of the Government, and for the gradual 
but certain extinction of the public debt. 

6. That Congress has no power to charter a 
National Bank; that we believe such an insti¬ 
tution one of deadly hostility to the best inter¬ 
ests of the country, dangerous to our republican 
institutions and the liberties of the people, and 
calculated to place the business of the country 
within the control of a concentrated money 
power, and above the laws and the will of the 
people; and that the results of Democratic legis¬ 
lation, in this and all other financial measures 
Upon which issues have been made between 
the two political parties of the country, have 
demonstrated, to candid and practical men of 
all parties, their soundness, safety, and utility, 
in all business pursuits. 

7. That the separation of the moneys of the 
Government from banking institutions is indis¬ 
pensable for the safety of the funds of the Gov¬ 
ernment and the rights of the people. 

8. That the liberal principles embodied by 
Jefferson in the Declaration of Independence, 
and sanctioned in the Constitution, which 
makes ours the land of liberty and the asylum 
of the oppressed of every nation, have ever been 
cardinal principles in the Democratic faith; 
and every attempt to abridge the privilege of 
becoming citizens and the owners of soil among 
us ought to be resisted with the same spirit 
which swept the alien and sedition laws from 
our statute books. 

9. That Congress has no power under the 
Constitution to interfere with or control the do¬ 
mestic institutions of the several States, and 
thaf such States are the sole and proper judges 
of every thing appertaining to their own affairs, 
not prohibited by the Constitution; that all ef¬ 
forts of the Abolitionists or others, made to in¬ 
duce Congress to interfere with questions of 
slavery, or to take incipient steps in relation 
thereto, are calculated to lead to the most alarm¬ 
ing and dangerous consequences; and that all 
such efforts have an inevitable tendency to di¬ 
minish the happiness of the people and endan¬ 
ger the stability and permanency of the Union, 
and ought not to be countenanced by any friend 
of our political institutions. 

IV. Resolved, That the foregoing proposi¬ 
tion covers and was intended to embrace the 
whole subject of slavery agitation in Congress; 
and therefore the Democratic party of the 
Union, standing on this national platform, will 
abide by and adhere to a faithful execution of 
the acts known as the Compromise measures 
settled by the last Congress, “ the act for re¬ 
claiming fugitives from service or labor’’in¬ 
cluded ; which act, being designed to carry out 
an express provision of the Constitution, can¬ 
not with fidelity thereto be repealed orso chang¬ 
ed as to destroy or impair its efficiency. 

V. Resolved, That the Democratic party will 
resist all attempts at renewing, in Congress or 
out of it, the agitation of the slavery question, 
under whatever shape or color the attempt may 
be made. 

VI. Resolved, That the proceeds of the pub¬ 
lic lands ought to be sacredly applied to the 
national objects specified in the Constitution ; 
and that we are opposed to any law for the dis¬ 
tribution of such proceeds among the States, 
as alike inexpedient in policy and repugnant to 
the Constitution. 

VII. Resolved, That we are decidedly oppos¬ 
ed to taking from the President the qualified 
veto power, by which he is enabled, under re¬ 
strictions and responsibilities amply sufficient 
to guard the public interest, to suspend the 
passage of a bill whose merits cannot secure 
the approval of two-thirds of the Senate and 
House of Representatives until the judgment 
of the people can be obtained thereon, and 
which has saved the American people from the 
corrupt and tyrannical domination of the Bank 
of the United States, and from a corrupting 
system of general internal improvements. 

VIII. Resolved, That the Democratic party 
will faithfully abide by and uphold the princi¬ 
ples laid down in the Kentucky and Virginia 
resolutions of 1798, and in the report of Mr. 
Madison to the Virginia Legislature in 1799 ; 
that it adopts those principles as constituting 
one of the main foundations of its political creed, 
and is resolved to carry them out in their ob¬ 
vious meaning and import. 

IX. Resolved, That the war with Mexico, 
upon all the principles of patriotism and the 
laws of nations, was a just and necessary war 
on our part, in which every American citizen 
should have shown himself on the side of his 
country, and neither morally nor physically, by 
word or deed, have given “ aid and comfort to 
the enemy.” 

X. Resolved, That we rejoice at the restora¬ 
tion of friendly relations with our sister Repub¬ 
lic of Mexico, and earnestly desire for her all 
the blessings and prosperity which we enjoy 
under republican institutions; and we congrat¬ 
ulate the American people upon the results of 
that war, which have so manifestly justified 
the policy and conduct of the Democratic par¬ 
ty, and insured to the United States “ indemni¬ 
ty for the past, and security for the future.” 

XI. Resolved, That, in view of the condition 
of popular institutions in the Old World, a high 
and sacred duty is devolved, with increased re¬ 
sponsibility, upon the Democratic party of this 
country, as the party of the people, to uphold 
and maintain the rights of-every State, and 
thereby the Union ol the States, and to sustain 
and advance among us constitutional liberty by 
continuing to resist all monopolies and exclu¬ 
sive legislation for the benefit of the few at the 
expense of the many, and by a vigilant and 
constant adherence to those principles and com¬ 
promises of the Constitution which are broad 
enough and strong enough to embrace and up¬ 
hold the Union as it was, the Union as it is, 
and the Union as it shall be, in the full expan¬ 
sion of the energies and capacity of this great 
and progressive people. 


Mr. Pieros voted, when in Congress, to respect the 
right of potition ns exercised by the Abolitionists. 
In 1887, when, after haying served his State in the 
House of Representatives, ho had taken his seat as a 
member of the United States Sonate, he voted to re¬ 
ceive, in the usual manner, a petition asking for the 
abolition of slavery in the Distriot of Columbia, and 
sustained his vote by his voice. He took the same 
ground with Mr. Adams, as to the propriety of tho 
abolition of slavery in the District, but declared that 
“ he would givo no vote which might be construod 
into a denial of the right of petition.” That was a 
time whon.the influence of slavery was in the as¬ 
cendant, when it was tho fashion to toss back such 
[ petitions with contempt in the faces of thoso who. 


Mr. Pierce will be as much surprised as Mr. 
Orr of South Carolina to learn that he has ever 
stood opposed to any of the imperious demands 
of the South. Our friends of the Evening 
Post have derived their information from a very 
partial record, as we shall now show. 

Mr. Pierce entered Congress in 1833. Mon¬ 
day, February 2d, 1835, the House of Repre¬ 
sentatives proceeded to the consideration of 
several petitions and memorials from sundry 
citizens of the State of New York, one of 
which was signed by eight hundred ladies, 
praying the abolition of slavery and the slave 
trade in the District of Columbia, presented by 
Mr. Dickson. The war on the right of petition 
was at this time about commencing, but Mr. 
Dickson was allowed to speak in behalf of the 
passage of the petition; and, at the close of 
his remarks, he moved to refer the papers to a 
select committee. 

Mr. Chinn did not mean “ to disturb the 
deep sympathy or the tender mercies of the 
gentleman from New York; ” “ he only moved 
to lay the whole subject on the table,” and upon 
that question he demanded the yeas and nays. 
The friends of the right of petition took the 
ground that petitions should not only be re¬ 
ceived, but considered and referred. Their op¬ 
ponents, while recognising it in form by receiv¬ 
ing petitions, denied it in fact, by insisting 
that they should be laid upon the table at 
once, and without debate. 

The question was taken upon Mr. Chinn’s 
motion, and decided in the affirmative-—yeas 
117, nays 77. The South, aided by such men 
as Wise, Pickens, Peyton, Bynum, Pinckney, 
and Gilmer, with its Northern . allies, voted 
yea ; John Quincy Adams and his friends, nay. 


Among the affirmative votes is that of Frank¬ 
lin Pierce.— Gales Seaton’s Register, Vol. 
xi. Part 1, p. 1,141. 

Wednesday, December 16, 1835, Mr. Fair- 
field presented a petition from 172 women, for 
the abolition of slavery and the slave trade in 
this District, and moved it be laid upon the 
table. Mr. Slade moved that it be printed. 
The question was taken on the first motion, 
and decided in the affirmative—yeas 180, nays 
31—the South, with its Northern allies, inclu¬ 
ding Franklin Pierce, voting yea, John Q. 
Adams and his friends, nay. 

Mr. Vanderpoel moved to lay the motion to 
print on the table; and this motion prevailed— 
yeas 169, nays 49— Franklin Pierce again 
voting in the affirmative, with the Slavehold¬ 
ers.— Gales Seaton’s Register, Vol. xii. Part 
2, p. 1,965. 

Friday, December 18, 1835, a protracted de¬ 
bate sprung up in the House, on the presenta¬ 
tion of a petition by Mr. Jackson of Massachu¬ 
setts, praying ihe abolition of slavery in the 
District. 

The work of petitioning on the subject of 
slavery had now fairly commenced. Up to this 
time, the usual mode of getting rid of the pe¬ 
titions had been by -laying them upon the table 
without debate. This prevented their consid¬ 
eration, and excluded all agitation. But a few 
Southern men of extreme views, incensed by 
what they regarded assaults upon the peculiar 
institution, or determined to open the door for 
sectional controversy, for the sake of embar¬ 
rassing the Administration or promoting Dis¬ 
cussion, determined upon a more violent course 
of procedure. The presentation of the petition 
by Mr. Jackson was used as an occasion. Mr. 
Hammond of South Carolina moved that it be 
rejected; Mr. Garland of Virginia, that it be 
laid upon the table. A rambling conversation 
followed, upon points of order. At last, for the 
purpose of getting at the question of rejection, 
Mr. Hammond and his friends agreed to have 
the petition considered, and Mr. Garland with¬ 
drew his motion to lay upon the table. It was 
immediately renewed by Mr. Beardsley of New 
York. The House became again perplexed 
with points of Order, until Mr. Thomas of 
Maryland, to relieve the members who had 
voted for consideration from their difficul¬ 
ties, moved to reconsider the motion by which 
the House had agreed to consider the petition. 
A most exciting debate followed. Some of the 
Southern members avowed that they desired 
agitation, for the purpose of being able to vin¬ 
dicate their institutions; some deprecated agi¬ 
tation; all denounced it; and they were sus¬ 
tained by the Northern allies of the Slave Power , 
who abused the anti-slavery men, and were wil¬ 
ling to go all lengths for the suppression of agi¬ 
tation, so that they might be spared the danger¬ 
ous task of an undisguised denial of the right 
of petition. For himself, Mr. Beardsley said, 
he was ready to give a direct vote upon the pe¬ 
tition, a vote that should mark the opinion of 
the House upon the character of such petitions, 
by saying affirmatively that they would not 
consider it. “ If that would meet the views of 
honorable gentlemen, he was willing to modify 
his motion to lay on the table, and to move that 
the House would not consider the petition, or 
would reject its prayer; although laying it on 
the table, he thought, was equivalent to either 
of the modifications indicated. 

Mr. Mason of Virginia hoped that the gen¬ 
tleman from New York would so modify his 
motion that they could have a direct vote on 
rejecting the petition. “ If the House is pie- 
pared to decide upon the principle of the peti¬ 
tion, why not reject it at once? To refer the 
petition is an act of supererogation, which can 
do no good, and will do much mischief.” He 
hoped the House would reconsider, and then 
at once refuse to consider the petition, or re¬ 
ject it. 

Franklin Pierce hoped the motion to re¬ 
consider would be withdrawn, and that Mr. 
Beardsley would so far modify his motion “as 
to meet the approbation of all who are mos.t 
sensitive upon this agitating question; ” “ and 
he rose to add his request to the suggestion 
made by his friend from Virginia,” [Mr. Ma¬ 
son.] He was anxiousvfor a direct vote upon 
the question; he could not bear that any impu- 
tationshouldrestupon the North in consequence 
of the misguided and fanatical zeal of a few— 
comparatively few,” &c. 

The motion to reconsider was laid upon the 
table—yeas 119, nays 72. 

Mr. Beardsley, persisting in his motion to 
lay the petition on the table, so as to get rid of 
debate and excitement, the question was taken, 
and decided in the negative—yeas 95, nays 121. 
Those who voted yea were the conservative 
men of the South, and their Northern allies ; 
those who voted nay were the extreme men of 
the South, who wished to force an undisguised 
denial of the right of petition, and the true 
friends of the right of petition, who were intent 
upon putting an end to the policy by which 
that right had been practically nullified, while 
technically recognised. As might have been ex¬ 
pected, John Quincy Adams voted nay, and 
Franklin Pierce, yea. 

The motion to lay upon the table having 
failed, Mr. Hammond moved that said petition 
be, and the same is hereby, rejected. The de¬ 
bate then proceeded with great animation, and 
during its progress, the fact was brought to the 
notice of the House that a similar petition, pre¬ 
sented that very day by Mr. Briggs of Massa¬ 
chusetts, had through inadvertence been re¬ 
ferred to the Committee on the District of 
Columbia. Mr. Patton moved to reconsider 
this vote; and then the whole subject went 
over till the following Monday, the House ad¬ 
journing till that day. 

Monday, December 21st, it was again taken 
up, and after debate, the majority being unable 
to agree upon any more summary mode of pro¬ 
ceeding, a motion to lay upon the table the pe¬ 
tition, and all motions in relation to it, pre¬ 
vailed—yeas 140, nays 76—the South generally 
and its Northern allies, including Franklin 
Pierce, voting yea, John Quincy Adams and 
his friends, with a few Southerners hostile to 
any kind of indirection, voting nay. 

Mr. Owens had previously salt to the Chair 
the following resolutions: 

“ That, in the opinion of this House, the question 
of the abolition of slavery in the District of Colum¬ 
bia ought not to he entertained by Congress: 

“That in case any petition praying the abolition 
of slavory in the District of Columbia he hereafter 
presented, it is the deliberate opinion of this House 
that the same ought to bo laid upon the table with¬ 
out reading.” 

He now moved that the rules be suspended, 
to enable him to offer these resolutions, The 
motion was lost—yeas 100, nays 11.7— Frank¬ 
lin Pierce voting with the Slaveholders, yea, 
John Quincy Adams and his friends, nay. 

Mr. Patton of Virginia called up his motion 
to reconsider the motion by which a petition 
for the abolition of slavery in the District had 
been referred; and thereupon a-fierce debate 
arose on the general question of slavery, (oeeu- 
•pying three days,) in the course of which the 
Northern view of the subject was presented at 
length and with great ability by Win, Slade. 

The question of reconsideration was decided 
on the 23d in the affirmative— yeas 148, nays 
61—the South and its Northern allies, with 
Franklin Pierce, voting yea, and John Qujn- 
cv Adams and his friends, nay. 

The petition and motion to commit were 


nay, John Quincy Adams, yea.—Gales Sr Sea¬ 
ton’s Register, Vol. xii, Part ‘2, from p. 1,966 to 
2,077. 

February 15, 1836, Mr. Pierce obtained 
leave to make a personal explanation. He read 
from an Abolition paper an article making se¬ 
vere strictures upon his speech of a former 
day, in which he had said that not one in five 
hundred of his constituents was in favor of the 
abolition of slavery in the District. He de¬ 
nounced the papera.s“ insignificant and odious,” 
denounced the Anti-Slavery movement, and 
undertook to discredit all the petitions" on the 
subject of slavery , whether from his own State 
or others .—Gales if Seaton’s Register, Vol. xii. 
Part 2, p. 2,528. 

February 8,1836, the resolution of Mr. Pinck¬ 
ney was adopted, for raising a select com¬ 
mittee, to which were referred all papers rela¬ 
ting to the subject of slavery, and which was 
instructed to report that Congress has no con¬ 
stitutional power to interfere in any way with 
the institution of slavery in the States, and 
ought not to interfere in any way with slavery 
in the District of Columbia. The resolution 
was divided, and Franklin Pierce voted in 
the affirmative on every part of the instruc¬ 
tions .—Gales Sr Seaton’s Register, Vol. xii. Part 
2 ,p. 2,502. 

February 23, 1836, Mr. Adams presented a 
petition for the abolition of slavery in the Dis¬ 
trict, and moved its reference to the select com¬ 
mittee on the subject. Mr. Shepherd objected 
to its reception; Mr. Davis moved to lay that 
preliminary question on the table; and his mo¬ 


tion prevailed—yeas 120, nays 86— Franklin 
Pierce voting yea, with the South, John 
Quincy Adams and his friends, nay. The effect 
of the motion was to lay the question of recep¬ 
tion on the table, thereby virtually refusing to 
entertain the petition .—Gales §• Seaton’s Regis¬ 
ter, Vol. xii. Part 3, p. 2,007. 

May 18, 1836, Mr. Pinckney, from the select 
committee on the subject, made a report con¬ 
cerning the disposition of papers relating to the ; 
question of slavery, concluding with the follow¬ 
ing resolutions: 


“ Resolved, That Congross ought not to interfere i: 
any way with slavery in the District of Columbia. 

“ And whereas it is extremely important and dosi 
table that the agitation of this subject should b 
Anally arrested, for the purpose of restoring tranquil 
tity to tho public mind, your committee rospectfull; 
recommend the adoption of the following additions 


Various motions were made, and points of 
order raised, and the subject went over to the 
next day, when a hot discussion took place, a 
few extreme men from the South objecting to 
the resolutions, because they did not assert ex¬ 
plicitly the absence of constitutional power in 
(Congress to abolish slavery in the District. The 
morning hour expired before any question was 
taken; and the subject did not again come up 
till the 25th, when, after a long speech from a 
Southern member, the gag was applied in the 
shape of the previous question, Mr. Adams 
struggling in vain to be heard, and the main 
question was ordered to be put—yeas 109, nays 
89— Franklin Pierce voting with the South. 
Points of order were raised by the friends of 
free discussion, but they -were overruled by the 
Chair, and, on an appeal, his decision—was 
sustained by the usual vote—Fr*R K WN Pierce 
voting in the affirmative. 

The first resolution was generally agreed to ; 
the second, by a vote of 132 to 45; the third, 
by a vote of 117 to 68— Franklin Pierce in 
both cases voting yea, with the South and its 
allies, and Mr. Adams and his friends, nay. A 
few extreme* Southern men refused to vote for 
the reason assigned above.— Gales Sr Seaton’s 
Register, Vol. xii, Part 4, pp. 4,031, 4,054. 

This was the first gag law on the subject of 
petitions adopted in Congress; Mr. Pierce 
was a member of the select committee that 
prepared and reported it; and he gave his in¬ 
fluence and votes for it in all its stages, until 
it was adopted by the Plouse: and in a debate 
in the Senate, December, 1837, he publicly 
avowed that he had concurred fully in the sen¬ 
timents of Mr. Pinckney’s report, and further 
examination had confirmed him in his opin¬ 
ion.— Congressional Globe, Vol. vi, p. 37. 

The report, contained a long and elaborate 
argument against the abolitionof slavery in the 
District, (on the grounds that it would be a vio¬ 
lation of good faith, would .endanger the inter¬ 
ests of Maryland and Virginia, would be a blow 
aimed at the institution of slavery in the South;) 
and also an argument against emancipation, 
even by the States, as fraught with most mis¬ 
chievous consequences.— Appendix to Gales S,- 
Seaton’s Register, Vol. xii. Part 4, p. 104. 

In all this, Mr. Pierce declared his entire con¬ 
currence. 

December 26,1836j Mr. Adams presented a 
petition from citizens of Pennsylvania, for the 
abolition of slavery and the slave trade in the 
District of Columbia. In reply to a question 
by Mr. Pickens, the Speaker said that the rule 
adopted at the last session, for the disposition 
of all such petitions, expired with the session. 
A motion was immediately made to lay it upon 
the table, and it prevailed—yeas 116, nays 36- 
Franklin Pierce among the yeas, John 
Quincy Adams among the nays. — Gales S,- 
Seaton’s Register, Vol. xiii. Part 1, p. 1,156. 

January 9, 1837, Mr. Adams presented a 
-similar petition; Mr. Glascock of Georgia ob¬ 
jected to its reception"; Mr. Parks moved to 
lay the question of reception on the table, and 
this motion prevailed— yeas, 130, nays 69. We 
do not find the names recorded, but it is fair to 
presume that Mr. Pierce voted in the affirma¬ 
tive, from the fact that he had voted affirma¬ 
tively on an identical motion made by Mr. Da¬ 
vis on the preliminary question in relation to 
the reception of a petition presented by Mr. 
Adams, February 3,1836. 

The Speaker said that the effect of this mo¬ 
tion was to arrest the action of the House on 
the petition, and not to lay it upon the table. 
In other words, the House refused to receive 
it,— Gales Sr Seaton’s Register, Vol. xiii. Part 1, 
p. 1,316. 

The same day, Mr. Adams presented another 
Anti-Slavery petition, and the question was put 
directly on its reception. The Northern allies 
of the Slave Power were not prepared to deny 
in this gross manner the right of petition, 
though they had been constantly violating it 
in fact, and they voted with Mr. Adams and 
his friends to receive it—the name of Frank¬ 
lin Pierce being recorded for the first time on 
the same side with Mr. Adams’s. The petition 
having been received, it was laid upon the 
table without debate or consideration—yeas 
156, nays 50— Franklin Pierce voting with 
the yeas, John Quincy Adams with the nays.— 
Gales Sr Seaton’s Register, Vol. xiii. Part 1, 
p. 1,320. 

January 16, 1837, several petitions for the 
abolition of slavery and the slave trade in the 
District were presented; the question of recep¬ 
tion was raised in every case, and laid upon 
the table—the Speaker deciding that the effect 
of the proceeding was to suspend all action, 
and leave the petition exactly where it was. 
We have no record of the yeas and nays in 
these cases; but Mr. Pierce doubtless voted as 
he had previously done. 

January 18,1837,the House, under the screw 
of the previous question, adopted, on motion of 
Mr. Hawes of Kentucky, the gag rule of the 
last session, reported by the select committee, 
of which Mr. Pierce was a member, and in the 
report of which he entirely concurred. It was 
adopted by a similar vote to that given for it at 
the last session.— Gales Seaton’s Register, 
Vol. xiii. Part 2, p. 1,412. 

February 6, 1837, Mr. Adams rose, and said 
he held in his hand a paper, on which, before 
it was presented, he desired to have the deci¬ 
sion of the Speaker. It was a petition.from 
twenty-two persons declaring themselves to be 
slaves. He wished to know whether the Speaker 
considered such a petition as coming within the 
rules of the House. 

The reader of the debates in Congress, when 
Mr. Adams was struggling against fearful odds 
for the maintenance of the right of petition, 
will recollect what then took place. The House 
was shaken as with a tempest. Although Mr. 
Adams had not presented the petition, retain¬ 
ing it in his possession, declining even to send 
it to the Speaker’s chair till he had obtained 
the decision of the Speaker as to whether, if 
presented, it would come within the rule, the 
Slaveholding members, blinded by their indig¬ 
nation, gave way to excesses of passion, and 
introduced one resolution after another, with a 
view to inflict punishment on the Venerable 
man for an act he had not committed. Several 
days were spent in this insensate attempt to 
crush the defender of the right of petition, and 
it was with extreme difficulty he obtained the 
floor to correct the gross misrepresentations of 
his adversaries and vindicate his conduct. 

At last, they agreed to urge the following 
resolution, submitted by Mr. Patton of Virginia: 

“ Resolved, That any member who shall hereafter 
present to the House any petition from the slaves of 
this Union, ought to bo considered as regardless of 
the feelings of the House, the rights of the Southern 
States, and unfriendly to the Union. 

“ That the Hon. John Quincy Adams having sol¬ 
emnly disclaimed all design of doing anything disre¬ 
spectful to the House, in tho inquiry he made of the 
Speaker as to tho petition purporting to be from 


It was moved to lay the whole subject on 
the table, hut Mr. Adams and his friends keen¬ 
ly felt that, after all the vindictive assaults 
upon him, without opportunity having been 
allowed him for defence, this would be a dis¬ 
position of the subject highly unjust. They 
voted against the motion, as did the Southern 
members, who were anxious to have an expres¬ 
sion of opinion on the transaction ; the motion 
failed—but Mr. Pierce did not vote at all. He 
would not vote to give Mr. Adams a chance to 
be heard; he would not vote against any of his 
Southern friends. 

February 9, the subject being still under dis¬ 
cussion, the motion to get rid of the subject by 
laying it on the table was again made, and 


with a similar result—Mr. Pierce still decli¬ 
ning to vote. 

The question was then taken on the first of 
Mr. Patton’s resolutions, and decided in the 
negative—yeas 92, nays 105—Mr. Pierce 
not voting. The second resolution was also 
lost—yeas 21, nays 137—Mr. Pierce still not 
voting. 

Several Southern members voted against the 
first resolution of Mr. Patton, or refused to vote 
for it, inasmuch as the petition referred to was 
for the expulsion of Mr. Adams, not for the' 
abolition of Slavery, and they were also un¬ 
willing to define in advance the kind of pun¬ 
ishment a member deserved who should pre¬ 
sent an Anti-Slavery petition from slaves. Mr. 
Pierce, we presume, agreed with these; for 
on the 11 th, we find him moving to reconsider 
the vote by which that resolution had been re¬ 
jected—the purpose being to modify it. It 
was reconsidered—yeas 145, nays48—and then 
modified, so as to read— 

“ Resolved, That slaves do not possess the right of 
petition secured to tho People of the United States 
by the Constitution.” 

After a great deal more discussion and de¬ 
nunciation, in the course of which Mr. Adams 
was threatened by Waddy Thompson with an 
indictment; by the Grand Jury of the District 
of Columbia, his adversaries, failing in their 
attempt to censure him, settled down upon the 
following resolutions; 

“ An inquiry having been made by an honorabio 
member from Massachusetts, whether a paper which 
he held in his hand, purporting to he a petition from 
certain slaves, and declaring themselves slaves, came 
within the order of the House of the 18th of Janu¬ 
ary, and tho said paper not having been received by 


tion without disregarding its own 
a -large class of citizens of the 
id the Constitution of the.United 
'fowl, That slaves do not possess tl 
secured to the People of the Ui 


possess tho right of 
of the United States 


The first resolution was passed—yeas 160, 
nays 38; the second also—yeas 162, nays 18— 
Franklin Pierce in both instances voting yea, 
John Quincy Adams, nay!—Gales Seaton’s 
Register, Vol. xiii, Port 2, pp. 1,587 to 1,734. 

We have completed the record of Mr. Pierce 
in the House. It demonstrates that, during 
the time he held a seat in the House of Repre¬ 
sentatives, he was an earnest, thorough, con¬ 
sistent opponent of Anti-Slavery agitation and 
Anti-Slavery discussion ; that he was constant¬ 
ly arrayed against Mr. Adams, the illustrious 
champion of the right of petition ; that, while 
recognising the technical right of petition, he 
uniformly voted virtually to abrogate it; that 
when the Slaveholders attempted to crush Mr. 
Adams, and with him the hope of free discus¬ 
sion in the House, die would not vote so as to 
secure that venerable man a fair hearing; in 
a vjord, that he was the unwavering ally and 
supporter of the Slaveholding Interest. 

In the year 1837, Mr. Pierce became a mem¬ 
ber of the United States Senate. Following 
him thither, we shall find that he continued to 
pursue the same line of poiicy in relation to 
the Slavery Question. He took his stand by 
the side of Mr. Calhoun, and stood by him in 
his efforts to suppress Anti-Slavery agitation 
and discussion. 

December 18, 1837, Mr. Wall presented a 
petition from Anti-Slavery ladies in New Jer¬ 
sey, pray ing for the abolition of Slavery in the 
District of Columbia, and moved to lay it on 
the table. Mr. Hubbard moved to lay that 
motion on the table. Mr. Clay was in favor 
of a reference, and a report against the prayer 
of the petition, with a view to quieting excite¬ 
ment. Mr. Calhoun wished by summary meas¬ 
ures to meet the question at once. As the 
action of Mr. Pierce in this case has been the 
subject of misapprehension with our friends of 
the Evening Post, we shall fully explain it. 
His whole course in the House had proved him 
an unrelenting opponent of Anti-Slavery dis¬ 
cussions and petitions; and he had uniformly 
sustained all gag-resolutions on the subject. 
But, while violating the right of petition in 
effect, he had been politic enough to respect it 
in form. This course he continued in the Sen¬ 
ate. On this occasion he was in favor of re¬ 
ceiving the petition, and then of getting rid of 
it in any way best calculated to defeat its ob¬ 
ject and prevent agitation. He did not wish 
to give tbe Abolitionists a chance “ to make up 
a false issue on the right of petition.” In an¬ 
other place he said—“"All we demand is, that 
since we are to he the first to feel the effects of 
Abolition ascendency at home, should it ever 
he acquired, (which, by. the way, I by no means 
anticipate,) we may rtieet the question unem¬ 
barrassed, and not be driven by any course 
here upon a collateral issue, such as the right 
of petition, or any other.” This is a key to 
the policy of Mr. Pierce. Mr. ftives was in 
favor of rejecting the petition at once—Mr. 
Hubbard, of laying the question of reception 
on the table—Mr. Fierce, of laying the peti¬ 
tion on the table. The avowed object of each 
was to stamp the petitions with disapprobation, 
to prevent all debate and consideration, to get 
rid of them as summarily as possible, every 
one meanwhile declaring his respect for the 
right of petition. 

“ When petitions of this character should 
be received,” he said, “ he would he prepared 
to act upon them without delay—to reject the 
prayer of the petitions, to lay them upon the 
table, or give them any other direction that 
might be thought best calculated to silence the 
agitators, and tranquillize the public mind. As 
a member of the Select Committee of the other 
House, of which Mr. Pinckney of South Caro¬ 
lina was chairman, he had fully concurred 
in the sentiments of the report presented by 
that gentleman at the first session of the twen¬ 
ty-fourth Congress; and further examination 
and reflection had only served to confirm him 
in the opinion he at that time entertained ; but 
mad and fanatical as he regarded the schemes 
of the Abolitionists, and deeply as he deplored 
the consequences of their course upon all sec¬ 
tions of the Union, he could give no vote that 
might be construed into a denial of the right of 
petition, and thus enable them to change their 
position, and make up a false issue before the 
country.” 

He had voted once in the House to lay upon 
the table the motion to receive an Anti-Sla¬ 
very petition; but so severely had he been 
handled for this, that he had beeome more 
scrupulous as to forms, and now aimed to 
reach the same object by laying petitions on the 
table without debate, printing, or consideration. 

And this is the man whom the JS'ew York 
Evening Post represents as having stood with 
John Quincy Adams by the right of petition ! 

December 27, 1837, Mr. Calhoun brought 
forward his celebrated resolutions on the subject 
of Slavery in the District, Territories, and 
States, designed avowedly to suppress lhe„dis- 
cussion of all questions of Slavery. 

Several amendments Were moved to the first 
four of these resolutions, intended to modify 
their phraseology so as to remove any implica¬ 
tion against free discussion, but. they were 
firmly resisted by Mr. Calhoun and his friends, 
and in every case defeated— Franklin Pierce 
uniformly voting with him. Mr. Morris of 
Ohio, for example, moved to strike out from 
the second resolution the words, “ moral and 
religious,” with a view of exempting from de¬ 
nunciation the moral and religious discussion 
of Slavery; and this seemed so reasonable, that 
even Mr. Buchanan recorded his name in favor 
of it; but it was lost— Franklin Pierce voting 
nay with Mr. Calhoun. 

Mr. Morris moved, also, an amendment to 
the third resolution, declaring the freedom of 
speech and of the press, on all subjects, indis¬ 
putable, and under the supervision only of the 
States in which such freedom was exercised; 
hut this was rejected we believe by the same vote. 

The first: four resolutions, with some slight 
modification, were then adopted — Franklin 
Pierce recording his vote in favor of every one 
of them. 

When the fifth resolution came up, asserting 
substantially that efforts by the People of the 
States or the States themselves to procure the 
abolition of slavery in the District or Territo¬ 
ries, were “ direct and dangerous attacks on the 
institutions of the Slaveholding States,” though 
all the States are made responsible by the Con¬ 
stitution aiid Congress for Slavery in the Dis¬ 
trict and Territories, Mr. Pierce took occasion 
'to define his position. This resolution, he said, 
was the ground on which this contest was to 
he determined; “ with, perhaps, some modifi¬ 
cation, would present the true issue here and to . 
the country—an issue which would raise; not a 
mere question of expediency, but one of a 
much higher character, in which the public 
faith is directly involved .” He then proceeded 
to sustain the resolution in its length and 
breadth, and to vindicate the whole series as 
offered by Mr. Calhoun against the assaults 
made upon them. 


But, while Mr. Pierce was anxious to put 
through all these resolutions, Mr. Clay and 
other Slaveholding Senatprs thought the fifth 
and sixth too sweeping and unguarded; and he 
moved a substitute, directed only against inter¬ 
ference by the citizens of ene Stale with the 
institutions of another, containing no declaration 
that attempts to bring about the abolition of sla¬ 
very here “ were a direct and dangerous attack 
upon the institutions of all the Slaveholding 
States,” but recognising, in express terms, the 
duty of Congress to receive and respectfully 
treat all petitions, in decorous language, against 
slavery in the District. This substitute was 
adopted, with some slight modification—19 to 
18—Mr. Buchanan and Mr. Clay voting yea, 
Mr. Calhoun and Mr. Pierce, nay. 

Subsequently, the substitute was divided, and 
its various parts amended and adopted succes¬ 
sively—Mr. Calhoun and Mr. Pierce gener¬ 
ally voting together. 

On motion of Mr. Preston of South Carolina, 
the sixth resolution of Mr. Calhoun was laid 
upon the table, on the ground that this branch 
of the subject would be more appropriately dis¬ 
cussed in connection with the resolutions intro¬ 
duced by him for the annexation of Texas to 
the Union. The vote stood 35 to 9—this time 
Mr. Pierce voting with the great majority 
against Mr. Calhoun.* 

January 3,1838, two petitions were present¬ 
ed—one against the annexation of Texas and 
the admission of any new State tolerating sla¬ 
very ; the other for the abolition of the inter¬ 
state slave trade. The motion to receive was 
laid upon the table—Mr. Pierce voting nay, 
in accordance with his policy, which was, to 
receive' all such petitions, and lay them on the 
table instantly. — Cong. Globe, 1838-’39,94. 

January 9, 1838, Mr. Prentice presented 
resolutions of the Legislature of Vermont, 
against the annexation of Texas, against sla¬ 
very in the District, and Atherton’s gag; and 
he moved that they be laid upon the table and 
be printed. The first part of the motion pre¬ 
vailed ; and Mr. Lumpkin then moved to lay i 
upon the table the motion to print. This was 
carried, and a sovereign State was thus insult¬ 
ed by the following vote —yeas 29, nays 8— 
Franklin Pierce voting xjea.—Congressional 
Globe, 1838-’39, p. 110. 

February 6, 1838, Mr. Morris presented a 
resolution, directing the Committee on the Ju¬ 
diciary to inquire into certain matters pertain¬ 
ing to the institution of slavery in the States 
and Territories, and report thereon to the Sen¬ 
ate. Some of the Slaveholding members, with 
their Northern allies, manifested a desire to re¬ 
fuse its reception, but the rules of the Senate 
forbade this. Mr. Calhoun’s resolutions, in De¬ 
cember, had been respectfully received, laid 
upon the table, and ordered to be printed. The 
resolution of Mr. Morris was at last laid 
upon the table; but, seeing the hostile disposi¬ 
tion of the Senate, he withdrew his motion to 
print. 

The Friday following, the resolution was 
called up, and Mr. Morris expressed a desire to 
address the Senate; but Mr. Norvell moved to 
lay the question of its consideration on the 
table. Mr. Buchanan requested him to with¬ 
draw it. Nobody would misapprehend his po¬ 
sition on this subject of abolition, hut he was 
in favor of fair play. Mr. Clay had been per¬ 
mitted to address the Senate at length the day 
before, on presenting a memorial against abo- . 
lition, and he thought the Senator from Ohio 
had a right to be heard in reply. After that, 
they could readily dispose of the subject. 

This was certainly a fair proposition, and 
creditable to Mr. Buchanan, but Norvell per¬ 
sisted in his motion; and the Senate, 22 to 20, . 
voted to lay the question of consideration on 
the table ; thus applying the gag to Mr. Mor¬ 
ris, and virtually denying free speech to Ohio, 
while it recognised it in Kentucky. Mr. Pierce 
voted yea, together with Mr. Calhoun and his 
special friends, against Mr. Buchanan, Mr. 
Clay, and otheradvocates of “ fair play.” 

We have presented the record of Mr. Pierce 
as a Representative and a Senator in Congress. 
During his two terms in the House, and until 
he resigned his seat in the Senate, he was al¬ 
ways true to the-Slave Power, and gave no vote 
which subjected him to its displeasure or sus¬ 
picion. 

It may be said that others in those days 
voted as he did, who since then have shown 
their devotion to Freedom. True, but he has 
continued unchanged. Wlteh John P. Hale, 
his intimate friend for twenty years, faithful to 
his convictions of right, denounced the annex¬ 
ation of Texas, in defiance of the edicts of his 
party, Mr. Pierce, trampling under foot his 
long-standing friendship, turned upon the inde¬ 
pendent Representative, followed on his track 
with relentless hostility, utterly proscribed him, 
and compelled the Democratic press of his 
State to eat its own words on that question. 
From that time he has been the leader of the 
Hunker Democracy of New Hampshire; and 
when Mr. Atwood, the regular nominee of the 
Democratic party, frankly avowed his disap¬ 
probation of the Fugitive Slave Law, Mr. 
Pierce attempted, first to browbeat him into a 
retraction of his honest words, and then led on 
the Party in the work of making a new nomi¬ 
nation, of ascertained devotion to the Slave- 
holding Interest. 

On a public occasion in New Hampshire, 
after the passage of the Adjustment measures 
by Congress, he avowed his entire approbation 
of them; and the newspapers recorded the high 
praise awarded by him to Mr. Webster for his 
7th of March speech. 

In a letter to Major Lally, dated May 27, a 
few days before the late Convention, which 
was doubtless designed to he used in that body, 
he insisted that, for the sake of giving protec¬ 
tion and strength to the men who in New 
Hampshire had fought the battle for the Fugi¬ 
tive Law and Compromise, the Democracy of 
the nation ought to endorse these measures. 
This letter was read at the Ratification Meet¬ 
ing in this place, by Mr. Ritchie, as follows : 

“ Tremont House, Boston, May 27, 1852. 


Unshaken, unsedne’d, unterrifi’od.’ ” 

Then follows Mr, Orr of South Carolina,- in 
a speech in the House, immediately after the 
nomination, in which he holds the following 
language: 

“ But other questions have arisen since his Con¬ 
gressional career opened, of the most delicate texture 
and gravest importance, which he has met as a pa- 


roduced here. He proved himself eminently conser¬ 
vative upon that issue, and proclaimed boldly for 
naintaining the constitutional rights of the .South ; 
lis action was conformable to the oreed you adopted 


are the sole and proper judges of everything apper¬ 
taining to their own affairs, not prohibited by tho 
Constitution; and that all efforts of the Abolition¬ 
ists, or others, made to induce Congress to inter¬ 
fere with questions of slavery, or to take incipient 
steps in relation thereto, are calculated to lead to the 
most alarming and dangerous consequences, and that 
all such efforts have an inevitable tendency to di¬ 
minish tho happiness of the people, and endangor 
tho stability and permanency of the Union, and 
ought not to be countenanced by any friend of ottr 
political institutions. If there should be one so cruel 
and ungenerous as to question his fidelity to the con¬ 
stitutional rights of my section—and I do not ask 
inoro than that from any man—let him reour to his 
speech in reply to Mr. Slade, of Vermont, on the 
Abolition question. To the constitutional rights of 
the South he has been faithful among the faithless; 
when othors have beep swept off by the wild waves 


although he was saddened by soeing, for a brief sea¬ 
son, that cloud of fanaticism which hovered over the 
entire North, obseure the sup of the republican faith 
even of New Hampshire, he never quailed in the 
jcneral gloom, but trusted firmly that returning rea¬ 
son and justico would dispel its murky folds, and that 
it, would again shine forth in all its brightness. Nor 
ivas ho disappointed; for aboli tion and Its allies there 
were swept off * like autumn leaves before the wintry 


t under doubtful colors 
o 'so true, so faithful, so 
n Pierce has proved bimi 


In the face of such a record, of such support, 
and such testimony, what do we see ? The 
New York Evening Post electioneering for him, 
ex-Senator Dix, and ex-Free-Soiler John Van 
Buren, and ex-Abolitionist Henry B. Stanton, 
with a crowd of other Free Soil Democrats, 
praising and advocating the nomination'as 
loudly as they praised and advocated the nomi¬ 
nation of Martin Van Buren in 1848, made on 
Principles and for Purposes directly opposed to 
those on which the nomination of Mr. Pierce 

Once more we appeal to our Free Soil Dem¬ 
ocratic friends not committed to the nomina¬ 
tion. You now know the antecedents of the 
candidate and his present position. On the 
paramount question he is and always has been 
directly and vitally opposed to you. You know 
the platform—no sophistry can explain away 
the fact that it was as fairly adopted as any 
platform ever was by a political Convention. 
You know that Mr. Pierce insisted upon the 
adoption of the offensive features which char¬ 
acterize it; that he fully represents it; that his 
success will be the ratification of that platform 
by the Democracy of the United States. It con¬ 
tains no word in favor of Land Reform, no 
word in favor of placing the Government of the 
United States, in its foreign relations and nego¬ 
tiations, on the side of the Democratic Principle 
in Europe—no word in favor of just protection 
to the river and lake commerce of the West, a 
commerce more valuable than all our foreign 
trade; but, with a single exception, it refers to 
old issues, which either have been settled, or 
no longer constitute questions between the two 
parties; and the exception—the only new 
article in the platform—is adverse to all your 
convictions, abhorrent to all your sympathies. 

On what principle, in what way, by what 
device of reason or sophistry, can you justify 
to yourselves or to others the support of suck 
a platform, such a nomination? Is a man 
bound to go with his party, right or wrong ? 
Can he not refuse, openly and manfully, to sup¬ 
port it when it does wrong, when it calls upon 
him to vote on a wrong issue, and go with it 
when it does right? We care nothing about 
third parties: but in certain crises, movements 
by party men, independently of their party or 
in opposition to it, are demanded by conscience, 
consistency, true manhood, the best interests of 
the country. And at such times personal 
hazards must be braved. The man must make 
u'p his mind to die, politically, rather than die, 

i llj 

Let him once conceive this high resolve, and 
he is safe. In the long run, he Will by this 
noble daring best promote his own political 
interests ; but, in any event, he saves his honor, 
his self-respect, his position in the judgment of 
-all whose good opinion is worth having. In 
more senses than one is it true, that he who 
would save his life shall lose it; and he who is 
willing to lose his life, shall save it. We have 
in our eye two striking illustrations of this 
truth, afforded by the case of one public man 
who found his life in that which threatened his 
destruction; and another distinguished and 
eloquent gentleman, who in the attempt to 
save his life, lost it—shall it be forever ? 


wo say as much on our side ? Will tho North coi 
cheerfully up to the mark of constitutional right ? 
not, a broach in our party is inevitable. Tho matt 
should be met at tho threshold, because it ris 
above party, and looks to the very existence of t 


institutional right, we should of oo 
ipproval of the Democracy of the cou 


, tho plain rights secured by the Co 
trampled in tho dust. What differen 
yon or me whether the outrago sha 


We should like to see what was omitted! 

The action of the Convention was regarded 
by him as vital—a very different opinion from 
that entertained by the Evening Post. The 
course which he so anxiously desired, and pro¬ 
nounced “ vital,” was adopted by the Conven¬ 
tion, and yet the Post strives to separate him 
from this policy, to exempt him from all re¬ 
sponsibility for it, and then it gives him sup¬ 
port, while repudiating the platform—-that is, 
advocates his election, and repudiates his Prin¬ 
ciples! 

Finally, the most ultra of the Slavery papers 
cordially sanction his nomination, as above all 
sectional suspicion. The Charleston Mercury 
pledges him the vote of South Carolina, ten to 
one. The Richmond (Va.) Examiner, a lead¬ 
ing Democratic journal, which goes for slavery 
in the abstract, says of him : 

, : “No fact is better known about Mr. Pierce, than 


« For a full report of tbe proceedings on these 
isolations, tbe render is referred to the Congressional 
ilobe and Appendix, 25th Congress, second session, 
ol. vi, from p. 55 to p. 80 Of the Globe, and p. 59 to 
. 108 of tho Appendix. 


Concord, New Hampshire, 

June 17, 1852. 

Gentlemen : I have the honor to acknowl¬ 
edge your personal kindness in presenting to 
me this day your letter officially informing me 
of my nomination, by the Democratic National 
Convention, as a candidate for the Presidency 
of the United States. 

The surprise with which I received the in¬ 
telligence of the nomination was not unmingled 
with painful solicitude, aud yet it is proper for 
me to say that the manner in which it was con¬ 
ferred was peculiarly gratifying. The delega¬ 
tion from New Hampshire, with all the glow 
of State pride and all the warmth of personal 
regard, would not have submitted my name to 
the Convention, nor would they have cast a 
vote for me, under circumstances other than 
those which occurred. 

I shall always cherish with pride and grati¬ 
tude the recollection of the fact that the voice 
which first pronounced for me—and pronounc¬ 
ed alone—came from the mother of States—a 
pride and gratitude rising far above any conse¬ 
quences that can betide me personally. 

May I not regard it as a fact pointing to the 
overthrow of sectional jealousies, and looking 
to the perennial life and vigor of a Union ce¬ 
mented by the blood of those who have passed 
to their reward—a Union wonderful in its form¬ 
ation, boundless in its hopes, amazing in its 
destiny! I accept the nomination, relying 
upon an abiding devotion to the interests, the 
honor, and the glory of our whole country, but 
beyond and above all, upon a Power superior 
to all human might—a Power which, from the 
first gun of the Revolution, in every crisis 
through which we have passed, in every hour 
of our acknowledged peril, when the dark 
clouds have shut down around us, has inter¬ 
posed as if to baffle human wisdom, outmarch 
human forecast, and bring out of darkness the 
rainbow of promise. Weak myself, faith and 
hope repose there in' security. I accept the 
nomination upon the platform adopted by the 
Convention, not because this is expected of me 
as a candidate, but because the principles it em¬ 
braces command the approbation of rny judg¬ 
ment; and with them I believe I can safely say 
there has been no word nor act of my life in 
conflict. 

I*have only to tender my grateful acknowl¬ 
edgments to you, gentlemen, to the Conven¬ 
tion of which you were members, and to the 
people of our common country. 

f am, with the highest respect, your most 
obedient servant, Frank. Pierce. 

To Hon. J. S. Barbour, J. Thompson, 

Alplmts Fetch, Pierre Soule. 

WILLIAM It. KING ON FREE-SOILISM, 

Col. Wm. R- King, of Alabama, was among 
the notables addressed by Messrs. Greer and 
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Donaldson last summer in relation to the Pres- the necessity of further legislation to guard cities, living on the public, neglecting every are pleased to add, in behalf of several hun- suffered to remain in bondage longer than Af- made to feel, oppressively, the weight of re- all civil officers in the service of the Govern- 

. * . _. , ’ f ,, against the evasion of the laws on the one hand, duty for parly meetings and the polls, and dred Native American Republicans of Philadel- ricans have been on our shore. This raoe has sponsibility belonging to my new position. ment, so far as the same may be practicable, 

ideney. Dot. Ring s response was as ionows: a = d , he abu se 0 f t h e ir powers on the other, not rendering to power the most bribe-worthy phia. already experienced the resulting conrpensa- Not having written a word to procure this Resolved, That River and Harbor Improve- 

Tuscaloosa, Alabama, July 26, 1851. ; mpa iring their present efficiency to carry out services?—of district attorneys and collectors— Not confidentially, but not for publication, I tions alluded to; and as the white missionary distinction, I lost not a moment, after it had ments, whenever demanded by the safety and 

Dear Sir : Your letter reached Selma after the requirements of the Constitution; and we rambling missionaries, defending every abuse have already replied to a letter from David M. has never been able to penetrate the dark re- been conferred, in addressing a letter to one of convenience of commerce with foreign nations 

I had left for the mountains, and was forward- deprecate all further a°-itation of the questions of office—their own the most indecent—in Stone, Esq., of your city, on the same subject. I gions of Africa, or to establish himself in its your members, to signify what would be, at or among the several States, are objects of na- 

ed by the postmaster to this place. The divis- settled as dangerous to our peace, and order to maintain power in the hands of their will write to you in like manner, and in haste, interior, it may be within the scheme "of Provi- the proper time, the substance of my reply to tional concern; and it is the duty 6f Congress, 

ions which unfortunately exist in the Demo- wd ( discountenance all efforts to continue or patron? All who have reflected on the fore- This is the month when the pressure of official denco that the great work of spreading the the Convention ; and I now have the honor to in the exercise Of its constitutional powers, to 

cratic party are indeed, as you so forcibly rep- renew gllc h agitation whenever, wherever, or going facts must be ready to affirm that Ex- business is heaviest with me, leaving scarcely Gospel over that vast continent, with all the repeat, in a more formal manner, as the occa- provide therefor. 

resent, deeply to be deplored ; and a serious however made ■ and we will ’maintain this ecutive patronage “ has increased, is increasing, time for sleep or exercise. I must not, how- arts and comforts of civilization, is to be finally sion justly demands, that I accept the nomina- Resolved, That the free grant to actual set- 
question is presented, can the evil be remedied? aP i t i etn ent as essential to the nationality of the and ought to be diminished.” ever, wholly neglect your communication. accomplished by the black man restored from tions, with the resolutions annexed. tiers, in consideration of the expenses incurred 


For one, I must confess that I can see no such Whig party 
indications, either North or South, as would j 0 , 

lead to the belief that the breach will be speed- President 
ily closed up; for so long as a large portion of 
the former Democracy of the North tend them - ANTE 

selves to the advocacy of Free Soil doctrines, 
and make common cause with the unprincipled 
and the infamous agitat s i d Ibol t ts, no On Party P 
portion of the Southern Democracy will ever ecutive V 
he found acting in concert with them. All our Presidenti 

troubles have arisen from the extraordinary con- in Legist 
duct of those professing Democrats, in whom the cieties, SfC 
Democracy once reposed unbounded confidence, 
and felt delighted to honor; but for their base Gentlem 
abandonment of principle, Abolitionism would t£) rece - ive m 
have still been confined to a portion of the Whig g tatef! eac |- 
party, and a small squad of ignorant fanatics. wr j ter ’ and 
But for them, the South would have been saved ]j t j ca j ; nterri 
from that unjust legislation which has aroused qu j red _ 
a portion of her proud and excitable popula- 4 iji[ le ' g 
tion seriously to contemplate a dissolution of pr00 f 0 f t h, 
the Union. Now, sir, much as I disapprove of |^ en take j 
any movement, either in the North or in the pn certadn , 
South, calculated to destroy this great Govern- anRe tQ thp 
ment, the finest, and, properly administered, the ment . and 
best the world ever saw, 1 am free to declare no[d j’ 
that 1 make many allowances for those of the onee 
South, who, smarting under a sense of injus- f orru ’ 0 f a c 
tice and wrong inflicted on them, would free g(g 

themselves from all communion with States or Party Pc 
people who, regardless of their constitutional hood [ 
obligations, are warring against their rights— Hpfpnp p Q< - 
rights, the preservation of which are essential arena 0 p pa 
to the personal security of every Southerner, tQ be an " a 
and which, if not respected, would make a and t ^ ug j 
union with those who—to obtain political pow- discussion < 
er, or for any other cause—would set them at pme " Qn w 
naught a curse, certainly not a blessing. but fi rmly 
How, then, can we of the South unite in coun- ^ mer J e 
cil with those who have not only shown them- a j* en 
selves regardless of our safety, but, judging lriumph of 
from the past, would unhesitatingly pave the p j d epoug [ 
way for making our section a second San Do- prompt an 
mingo—and coolly look on, if they did not re- gu ff er g<] | r < 
joice, to see the blood of our mothers, wives, j n Oouncil 
and sisters, moisten their native soil, did it give l 0ng . C0 ntir 
such a doubtful boon as liberty to such a peo- i T w l p11 
pie as the blanks ? I have ever been a Demo- was amon 
erat of the Jeffersonian school, and I am firmly 1 ence 0 f t | 1( 
impressed with the belief that the permanency jy rencb p) 
of our Government depends on its being admin- commeroe< 
istered in strict accordance with Democratic (J3 er jj n an ' ( 
principles; and yet I canuot consent to owe orders in C 
the temporary ascendency of the Democratic | l ]j crnant rec 
party to a union with Abolitionists. With ”pj le a(b 
the good and true Democrats of the North and jy[ onrc 
Northwest, I am ready to meet as brother meets the i r regpe , 
brother; to stand with them shoulder to shoul- I approba fi 0 
der, and contend for victory, be our standard- ; p „ i n e ; tb 
bearer whom he may, come from what quarter mant i' , 
he. may, only let him be faithful to the guaran- djffi-boat g 
tees of the Constitution and the uncompromi- , be i n j e fj p 
sing enemy of all disorganize™. But we must , war . b de 
have no pretended friends in our camp, who, and ' op ' res 
while they cry “ had, brothers,” would stab us w j t hout rei 
under the fifth rib. If the true Democracy can- | I eive th 
not bear aloft the flag of victory, better let it 1 nar t,) f PP |jr 
trail in the dust than be upheld by the hands [ a g exci 
of those who, to subserve their nefarious pur- tn 


Washington, October 25, 1841. 
:en : I have lately had the honor 


arts and comforts of civilization, is to be finally 
accomplished by the black man restored from 


i, is to be finally sion justly demands, that I accept the nomina- Resolved, That the free grant to actual set- 
n restored from tions, with the resolutions annexed. tiers, in consideration of the expenses incurred 

:d there has al- The political principles and measures laid in making settlements in the wilderness, which 
and in such a down in those resolutions are so broad that hut are usually fully equal to their actual cost, 

seconds to Him little is left for me to add. I therefore barely and of the public benefits resulting therefrom, 

es a finger. suggest, in this place; that should I, by the par- of reasonable portions of the public lands, un- 
ea and consola- tiality of my countrymen, be elevated to the der suitable limitations, is a wise and justmeas- 

iience. hope, and Chief Magistracy of the Union, I shall be ure of public policy, which will promote in 


Whig party and the integrity Of the Union. I hope, then, by an early amendment of the Should any considerable number of my fel- American bondage. A foothold there has al- The political principles and measures laid 

S John G Chapman, of Maryland, Constitution, to see a reduction of the President's low countrymen assign me, or desire to give ready been gained for him.; and in such a down in those resolutions are so broad that but 

President of the Whig National Convention veto. The regulation of patronage would prop- me, a prominent position before the public, I scheme centuries are hut as seconds to Him little is left for me to add. I therefore barely 

J b ' el .iy follow. shall take time to methodize my views on the who moves worlds as man moves a finger. suggest, in this place, that should I, by the par- 

ANTECEDENTS OF GENERAL SCOTT There can be no good reason why the veto great questions you have proposed. Those views I do but suggest the remedies, and consola- tiality of my countrymen, be elevated to the 

- ' should not he overcome by a bare majority in have their origin in the stormy elections of the tions of slavery to inspire patience, hope, and Chief Magistracy of the Union, I shall be 

LETTER FIRST. each House of Congress of all the members spring of 1835, and were confirmed in the charity, on all sides. The mighty subject calls ready, in my connection with Congress, to rec- 

On Party Politics .— The Judiciary.—The Ex- elected to it—say, for the benefit of reflection, week that the Harrison electors were chosen for the exercise of all man's wisdom and virtue, ommend or to approve of measures in regard 

ecutive Veto. — Rotation in Office. — One at the end of ten days from the return of the in New York. On both occasions I was in that and these may not suffice without aid from a to the management of the public domain, so as 

Presidential Term.—Agency of the President bill. An amendment to this effect would leave city, and heard in the streets, “ Down with the higher source. to secure an early settlement of the same, fa¬ 
ta Legislation.—Secret or Oath-bound So- the President—the general representative of Natives.” It was heard in almost every group It is in the foregoing manner, my dear sir, vorahle to actual settlers, hut consistent, nev- 

cieties, Spc. every State and district—armed with the votes of foreigners, as the signal for rallying and out- that I have long been in the habit, in conver- ortheless, with a due regard to the equal rights 

Washington, October 25, 1841. of all the members absent at the moment from rage. ' sation, of expressing myself , all over our com- of the whole American people in that vast na- 

r , j. , , | , , the respective Houses; and there will always Fired with indignation, two friends sat down mon country on the question of negro slavery; tional inheritance; and also to recommend or 

Ltentlemen : i nave lately naci tne nonor gome abgent f rom both. with me in my parlor at the Astor House (No- and I must say that I have found hut very few approve of a single alteration in our naturali¬ 


st tp^fminnl minv different b ® some absent from both - with me in m Y P arlor at the Astor House ( N °- and 1 must say that 1 have found but very few 

States each nrr 1 nnnn lin<r mT the nart of the Rotation in Office.—The inquiry under this vember, 1840) to draw up an address, designed persons to differ with me, however opposite 
writer nnH no head is not definite in any letter before me. It, to rally an American party. their geographical positions, 

if,L.nl ;tnvmc tnw’hlhJn 1 wAr! L r P however, ispresumed to refer— 1. To Governors The day after the election, I set out for the Such are the views or opinions which you 
= ’ and Secretaries of Territories, and some of the South, and have never known precisely why seek. I canpot suppress or mutilate them, al¬ 


to the management of the public domain, so as 
to secure an early settlement of the same, fa¬ 
vorable to actual settlers, but consistent, nev¬ 
ertheless, with a due regard to the equal rights 
of the whole American people in that vast na¬ 
tional inheritance; and also to recommend or 
approve of a single alteration in our naturali- 


i laws, suggested by my military experi- expenses 


u oe ure ot public policy, which will promote in 
) rec- various ways* the interests of all the States of 
igard this Union ; and we therefore recommend it to 
so as the favorable consideration of the American 
3, fa- people. 

nov- Resolved, That the obligations of honor and 
■ights patriotism require the earliest practicable pay- 
it na- ment of the national debt, and that we are there- 
nd or f ore j n favor of such a tariff of duties as will 
urali- ra „i se revenue adequate to defary the necessary 


. judges therein; district attorneys, collector: 


proof of the interest that some of my country- BUrv 
men take in the opinions that I have formed mart 
on certain great principles of abiding import- a “ 01 
ance to the success of our systems of Govern- a = en 
ment; and as I have nothing to conceal, if s p rvi 
nothing of value to communicate, I shall at a - 
once, without policy or reserve, and in the ? 
form of a circular, comply with their several ^ j 
requests. ;. 

Party Politics. —Although, from early man- . ( t 
hood, i have, by the profession of arms, in 
defence of country, been thrown out of the ' 
arena of party politics, yet I have never ceased 
to be an attentive observer of public events , 
and thus, I believe, there has scarcely been a ^ 
discussion of moment in Congress, within my t - ” 
time, on which I did not form, and modestly, j aw 
but firmly, express a passing opinion. ,y () J 

A mere youth, I felt the liveliest joy when o( . t 
the alien and sedition laws expired in the antg 
j triumph of Mr. Jefferson. From 1806 I was , ( 
| old enough, by speech and pen, to call for a ^ 
j prompt and energetic redress of our wrongs 
suffered from Great Britain, under her orders und 
! inCouncil, attack on the Chesapeake frigate, and j 
: long-continued impressment of our seamen; 

1 and when the war of 1812 at length came, I gaD( 
was among 'the first and longest in the pres-' g 


surveyors, and naval officers of the customs; elec 


marshals, postmasters whose commissions 
amount to a thousand dollars per annum; navy 
agents, registers and receivers of land offices, 
surveyors general of lands, and Indian agents— 
all of whom are by law appointed for a term 
of four years, but subject, by express enactment, 
(except the judges,) to he removed at pleasure. 
2. To a high class of civil officers (next to the 
chiefs) in the Executive departments at Wash¬ 
ington ; other high functionaries—foreign min¬ 
isters, secretaries of legation, and consuls, post¬ 
masters whose commissions amount to less 
than a thousand dollars per annum; superin¬ 
tendents of Indian affairs, Indian sub-agents, 
&c., &e., all appointed without limitation as to 
time, yet subject, in practice—not by express 
law—to be also removed at pleasure ; and 3. 
To the assistants allowed by law to very many 
of the principals included above, which assist- 


t published. Probably the though now li 
Harrison rendered the pub- Do with thei 


!. ence, viz : Giving to all foreigners the righ 

opinions which you citizenship, who shall faithfully serve, in t: 
r mutilate them, al- of war, one year on board of our public sh 
re generally known, or in our land forces, regular or volunteer. 


lmissions lication at that time unnecessary, in the opin- 
nn;navy ion of my two friends. 

id offices, I now hesitate between extending the period 
agents— of residence before naturalization, and a total 
ir a term repeal of all acts of Congress on the subject— 
lactment, my mind inclines to the latter, 
pleasure. Concurring fully in the principles of the 
ixt to the Philadelphia movement, I should prefer assum- 
it Wash- ing the name of American Republican, as in 
sign min- New-York, or Democratic Americans, as I 
:uls, post- should respectfully suggest. Brought up in the 


ourt nor shun publicity. 

I remain, very truly, yours, In regard to the general policy of the Ad- 

Winfield Scott. ministration, if elected, I should, of course, 
T. P. Atkinson, Esq., Danville, Pa. look among those who may approve that poli- 

__ cy, for the agents to carry it into execution; 

LETTER FOURTH at| d I should seek to cultivate harmony and 

o, m urn 2S 

Washington, May, 29, 1848. bers, by proscription, to exact conformity to my 
Sir: In reply to your kind letter of views. But I should, at the same time, be 
inst., I take pleasure in saying that, rigorous in regard to qualifications for office, 


less principles of the Revolution—of Jefferson, Mad- grateful for the too partial estimate you plac 
!r in- Ison, &c., under whom in youth I commenced on my public services, you do me no more thai 
jnts, hie—I have always been caRed, I have ever justice in assuming that I entertain “ kind am 
lg to professed myself, a Republican, or Whig, which liberal views towards our naturalized citizens, 
tress with me was the same thing. Democratic Certainly it would be impossible for me to recom 
,d 3. Americans would include all good native citizens mend or support any measure intended to es 
lany devoted to our country and institutions—would dude them from a just and full participation i 


eigners the right of pa y annual instalments of our debt and the in- 
dully serve, in time terest thereon. 

of out public ships, Resolved, That we inscribe on our banner, 
flar or volunteer, on «FREE SOIL, FREE SPEECH, FREE 
Me discharge from LABOR, AND FREE MEN,” and under it 
will fight on, and fight ever, until a triumphant 
il policy of the Ad- victory shall reward our exertions. 


POPULAR VOTE FOR PRESLDEHT I 


On the Naturalization Law 
Washington, May, 2 


Convinced that harmony or good will 
tween the different quarters of our broad eo 
try is essential to the present and future ini 
ests of the Republic, and with a devotion 


vate harmony and The nominations of both the great political 
lghout the Whig parties of the country, for the Presidency and 

t conJformfty to my Vioe Preaiden °y> bein S ,ww mado > the data 00 
be same time he which to base calculfttions as to their success 
ifications for office, will be of particular interest. We therefore 
io one either defi- here annex the popular vote at the last Presi- 
y, or in devotion to dential election: 

, and to the Union. Sta)es Tay}or cw . F. Buren. 


:ipal8 included above, which assist- not drive from us naturalized citizens who, by all civil and political rights now secured to them those interests that can know no South and Massachuset 

ierally called clerks—Borne of them long residence, have become identified with by our republican laws and institutions. no North, I should neither countenance nor Rhode Island 

praisers, weighers, gaugers, sub-in- us m feeling and interest. It is true that, in a ease of unusual excite- tolerate any sedition, disorder, faction, or re- Connecticut 

rekeepers, light-housekeepers. &c., I am happy to see, by the Philadelphia Na- ment some years ago, when both parties eom- sistanee to the law or the Union, on any pre- middle sta 
” - J - ’ ’ • ■ ■ j 1 6onal American, that religion is to he exclu- plained of fraudulent practices in the natural- text, in any part of the land; and I should New York 


mnting to many thou- [ 
light to he periodically : 


.rat oi ue Jeneisonian senoo., ana i am nrmiy ence of the “ foe. The insults received from the r ' I ' 

impressed with the belief that the permanency F h Direr for v their dpnreditions on our When ? And it a part only—which ? 

of our Government depends on its being admin- 1 renCh Directory, their depredations on our We have seen that a great number of offices 

stored in stricTaccordance wi ll Democratic commerce renewed under Napoleon s decrees are filled for ft term of 6 arid more with . 
isiereu in sirin accurudnu. wuu uemocr.uic (Berlin and Milan,) which followed the British nnt tn i»„ m T 

principles; and yet I cannot consent to owe ,,„i p » Q rh-mn'cH aim lartrrlv shared in mv in- , an y umuation as toteim.^ L however, can 
the temporary ascendency of the Democratic j aicmant rpnmhatinn SY Y draw no line of just distinction between the 

party to a union with Abolitionists. With i 'Y, administrations of Mr Madison and clalms of tbe two olasses u P on tbe favor of 
the good and true Democrats of the North and Mr ^Monro“ ” ke that of^Mr Jefferson had fo C0 “ ntry . 0r Government 

Northwest I am readv to meet as brother meets ' u - lvlonroe ! llKe . a 01 Mr - Jenerson, naa, in Premising that regular. periodical changes 
ivorinwesi, l am reauy io mett as uroiuer ineeis t h e ir respective periods, my humble but hearty • H11 hrTrHinnto nf iLp m 

brother; to stand with them shoulder to shoul- I Probation and I have =ince censured noth- , s “ va “ ts ot tbe country, 

der, and contend lor victory, be our standard- b u t the sale of a Dart and the dis me ?. ely tor „ tbe sak ? of cban g e - would neees- 

bearer whom he mav come from what Quarter m ° lr }- eitae I c) 11 tlle sa * e ot a P art ana the ms sanly swell Executive patronage, already too 

Dealer wtiom ne may, come irom wiiat quarter mantlmg 0 f the remainder ot our navy, the mu( .u gwo n en i am ohliwdto add that I more 

he. may, onlv let him be faithful to the guaran- _, n nf ,i p f pn „ p t h nt fnllnwed ami 0 ; , ' 1 , omigeato aaa tnat imore 

tees of the "Constitution and the imeomnromi g“ n -boat system ol defence ttiat followed, and tban doubt, on other gounds, the policy and 
lees ot tne constitution and tne uncompromi- the indefinite embargo, which, crippling us for i U8 tice of such changes • l Tlecause for the 
sing enemy of all disorganize™. But we must , lvar i,,, n.ir pnm.np » and finances V suon cnanges. t. tjecause, lor tne 

have no pretended friends in our camn who I war » b y aestioyin 0 our commerce and finances, ab le and prompt execution of public business, 
have no pretended mends in our camp, who, and oppressing agriculture, was long continued, muc b official exnerience in a great number nf 
while they cry “ hail, brothers,” would stab us wil L.U „ np c° „ hr ,,„ rl mucn °“ ola * expenence, m a gieat numDer ot 

under the filth rib If the true Democracv can wlUl0ut redressing one outrage trom abroad. particular stations, is known to be necessary, 

under int. nun rrn.,ii me tilie Democracy can i I g We this little sketch of the growth of my o RecanRemanvoffice hnlders annnintod ,mdev 
not bear aloft the flag of victory, better let it nar m foplfoo-s nr nnininns iinimnortant ner ' Becaus , e 1 man y' 0 ® c ?- a “ders, appointed under 
trail in the dust than be uDheld bv the hands P art f feelings or opinions—:unimportant, per- eyen reoklegs administrations-such as we 
trail in tne dust tnan De upneid Dy tne nands b aps , except to myself and a tew partial b ave seen—will alwavs after a time lie found 

of those who, to subserve their nelarious pur- fri L 1(is , 0 F show th L it - t have never L„.. a nav , e se . en . will always, attei a time, De found 

poses, would as readily trample it under feet Federalist in nartV sense of the term u- n- ed “ d ° f e - qUal mdustr y aad 

as wave it to the hreege 1 helievp T sneak the i federalist, in a ny party sense oi me term, so abilities. 3. Because, again, some maybe 

as wave it to the breeze. 1 believe 1 speak the | never have I been a jacobin, an impracticable, f oun d i n a state of honorable nnvpvtv the re 

sentiment of nine-tenths of the Democracy of j a hstractionist in anv sense whatever hut ,, a in a sta te ot Honorable poveity tne re- 

this State when T sav we have no seciinnal , aDstractionist, in any sense wnatever, DU1 gu it n0 i egs of gtern integrity than of a long 

this btate, when 1 soy we have no .sectional , a i wa y S an 0 l d -f aa hioned Republican, devoted to an< i exclusive devotion to^the interests of the 

omsimport to'the‘nominees of^Democratic i d ‘ e3U PP 0 f of | aw nnd order-a Democratic pu bli 0 ;and4. Because to remove such servants, 

mthrCr^tr nJe foTnLoiM fraedSi aid ° r X *° at the 6nd ° f " 

reside in the North, the South, the East, or the ® freedom and would not only discourage successors in a 


under the second head. ded as a party element. Stanch Protestant as I ization of foreigners, and when there seemed to 

I am asked whether, in my poor opinion, all am ; botb b y birth and conviction, I shall never he danger that native and adopted citizens 
those functionaries, (amounting to many thou- consent to a party or State religion. Religion would be permanently arrayed against each 
sands,) or any of them, ought to he periodically ' s too sacred to be mingled with either. It other in hostile faction, I was inclined to concur 
superseded by original appointments ? If yes—, should always be kept betweeji each individu- in the opinion then avowed by leading statesmen, 

when? And if a part only_which? al and his God, except in tho way of reason that some modification of the naturalization 

We have seen that a great number of offices at >d gentle persuasion—as in family churches laws might be necessary in order to prevent 
are filled for a term of years, and more with- an d other occasions of voluntary attendance, abuses, allay strife, and restore harmony be- 
out any limitation as to term. I. however, can (after years of discretion,) or reciprocal con- tween the different classes of our people. But 
draw no line of just distinction between the S0Ilt -. . . tater experience and reflection have entirely 

claims of the two olasses upon the favor of Wishing success to the great work which removed this impression and dissipated my 
country or Government. ydu and other patriots have set on foot, I re- apprehensions. 

Premising that regular. periodical changes foam, with high respect, your fellow-citizen, In my recent campaign in Mexico, a very 

in the subordinate servants of the country, Winfield Scott. large portion of the men under my command 

merely for the sake of change, would neoes- To George Washington Reed,.Esq., were your countrymen—Irish, Germans, &c. I 

sarily swell Executive patronage, already too others, Philadelphia. witnessed, with admiration, their zeal, fidelity, 


i there seemed to cany into the civil administration this one New Jersey 
adopted citizens principle of military conduct—obedience to Pennsylvania 
ed against eaeh the legislative and judicial departments of Delaware 
inclined to concur Government, each in its constitutional sphere, S0UTH ern st 
'.eading statesmen, saving only in respect to the Legislature the Maryland 
te naturalization possible resort to the veto power, always to be Virginia 
order to prevent most cautiously exercised, and under the striet- N. Carolina 
ire harmony he- est restraints and necessities: S. Carolina* 

our people. But Finally, for my strict adherence to the prin- Georgia 
i have entirely ciples of the Whig party, as expressed in the Florida 
d dissipated my resolutions of the Convention, and herein sug- Alabama 
gested, with a sincere and earnest purpose to Mississippi 


much swollen, I am obliged to add that I more I 
than doubt, on other gounds, the policy and 

justice of such changes: 1. Because, for the Qn the Subject of Slavery. 

able and prompt execution of public business, „ . 

much official experience, in a great number of Washington, February 9, 1843. 

particular stations, is known to be necessary. Dear Sir : I have been waiting for an even- 
2. Because manyoffiee-holders, appointed under Mg’s leisure to answer your letter before me; 
even reckless administrations—such as we an d, after an unreasonable delay, am at last 
-will always, after a time, be found obliged to reply in the midst of official occupa- 
tegrity and of: equal industry and tions. 

!. Because, again, some may be That I ever have been named in connection 
state of honorable poverty, the re- with the Presidency of the United States has 
3 of stern integrity than of a long not, I can assure you, the son of an ancient 
ive devotion to the interests of the neighbor and friend, been by any contrivance 
4. Because to remove such servants, or desire of mine; and certainly I shall never be 
-appoint them at the end of a term, in the field for that high office, unless placed there 
only discourage successors in a by a regular nomination. Not, then, being acan- 
icharge of duty, but could not fail didate, and seeing no near prospect of being' 


Convention, properly constituted, whether they 
reside in the North, the South, the East, or the 
West. Many of us, however, entertain the 
opinion that, under existing circumstances, it 
would be true policy, and productive of the 
best interests of the party and the country, to 
have a Northern man designated for the Presi¬ 
dency. Individually, although I have a per¬ 
sonal preference, I could give my cord'al sup¬ 
port to any of the distinguished gentlemen you 
have named, either for the first or second office, 
knowing, as I do, their intelligence, integrity, 
and devotion to this whole country. Will not 
next winter be early enough to fix on the time 
for holding the Convention ? 

The place is of minor importance. I do not 
think the people of this State have, as yet, 
turned their attention to this matter. For the 
kindly terms in which you are pleased to speak 
of me personally, accept my thanks. 1 hope 
to have the pleasure of seeing you in Washing¬ 
ton. Faithfully, your obedient servant, 

William R. Kino. 

C. H. Donaldson, Esq. 


independence. 

The Judiciary .—From an early and long- 
continued study of elementary law, my mind 
has ever been imbued with a deep reverence 
for the bench, State and Federal—an independ- 


In my recent campaign in Mexico, a very advance the greatness and happiness of the Louisiana 
large portion of the men under my command Republic, and thus to cherish and encourage Texas 
were your countrymen—Irish, Germans, &c. I the cause of constitutional liberty throughout Arkansas 
witnessed, with admiration, their zeal, fidelity, the world, avoiding every act and thought that westeri 
and valor, in maintaining our flag in the face might involve our country in an unjust or un- Tennessee 
of every danger, vieing with each other, and necessary war, or impair the faith of treaties, Kentucky 
our native-born soldiers in the same ranks, in and discountenancing all political agitation in- 0 hio 
patriotism, constancy, and heroic daring. I jurious to the interests of society, and danger- Michigan 
was happy to call them brothers in the field, ous the Union, 1 can offer no other pledge [ nd ; ana 
as I shall always be happy to salute them as or guarantee than the known incidents of a long minoi3 
countrymen*at home. public life, now undergoing the severest exam- Missouri 


iTner ent department in our system ofGovernment— of the country, and the mischiefs to the public of the partiality of a few friends in several mother country, seems equally probable. fora 

I si in- ar| d which, holding neither the purse to corrupt interests which early ensued. . parts of the Union, who may, by possibility, in Will those provinces form themselves into an nun 

' ..i!, nor tbe SW01 'd of power to terrify, addresses What I would therefore humbly advise is a eertain event, succeed in bringing me within independent nation, or seek a connection with bor 
nffice itself ° niy with the . force °f persuasive t hi s; to turn out, not only on a change of the field from which a Whig candidate is to he our Union? L think the probability is greatly and 

pnT - tv ’ reason to the intelligence and virtue of the President, but in any and every week of the selected, I prefer to err on the side of frank- in favor of the latter. In my judgment, the A 

| 1 ” whole community. By the federal Constitution, year, all office-holders known to be deficient ness and candor, rather than by silence to al- interests of both sides would be much promoted ly s 

e time ? very l?°. ssdde safeguard is provided to shield ; n either honesty, capacity, or industry, and to low any stranger unwittingly to commit him- by the annexation—the several provinces com- the 


faithful discharge of duty, but could not fail 
and long- ^ outrage the moral sense of entire communi- 
my mind ties. 1 speak on this head from what I wit- 
reverence uessed in 1829-’30 of the cruel experiments, on 
mdepend- a j ar g e scale, then made upon the sensibilities 


made one, I ought perhaps to decline troubling 
you or others with my humble opinions on 


patriotism, constancy, and heroic daring. I 
was happy to call them brothers in the field, 
:- gs I shall always be happy to salute them as 
: countrymen*at home. 

it I remain, sir, with great esteem, yours, truly, 
i - Winfield Scott. 

Wm. E. Robinson, Esq. 

•8 LETTER FIFTH. 

d On the Annexation of Canada. 

e West Point; June 29, 1849. 

e My Dear Sir: The news from the Parlia- 
i- ment of Great Britain this morning must, I 
g' think, increase the discontent df our neighbors 
g on the other side of the St. Lawrence and the 
n Lakes not a little; and that those discontents 


Feeling myself highly fortunate in my ass 
oiate op the ticket, and with a lively sense 
my obligations to the Convention, and to yo 
personal courtesies, I have the honor to rema 
sir, with great esteem, your most obedient si 
vant, Winfield Scott. 

To the Hon. J. G. Chapman, President of 
the Whig National Convention. 


to the public of the partiality of a 


parts of the Union, who may, by possibility, in Will those provinces form themsel 
a certain event, succeed in bringing me within independent nation, or seek a conm 


whole community. By the Federal Constitution, year, all ’c 

every possible safeguard is provided to shield in either h _ . _ __ „ _ I__ 

its Judiciary against fleeting prejudice, political appoint in their stead, men known to possess self to my support. ing into the Union on equal terms with our entitled to brhemd'kiTts'dUiberation'Cand'the 

rancor, and party dependence, to which Legisla- those qualities. Without an anxious attention Your inquiries open the whole question of present thirty States. The free navigation of other abandoning its distinctive principles for 

tors and the Executive are unavoidably directed to this rule, a Government of the people, rest- domestic slavery, which has, in different forms, the St. Lawrence is already of immense im- mere availability*have dissolved the National 

and constantly exposed. Hence, to the “one ing on virtue and intelligence, cannot long he f° r a number of years agitated Congress and portance to perhaps a third of our present P artyoraanizations heretofore existing by nom- 

Supreme Court ” is wisely extended (by “ ap- successfully maintained; for a blind or vicious the country. Premising that you are the first population, and would be of great value to the mating for the Chief Magistracy of the United 

pellate jurisdiction”) “ all cases in law and distribution of enormous patronage would soon, person who has interrogated me on the subject, remainder. After annexation, two revenue States under slaveholdint dictation'candidate* 

equity arising under this Constitution, the laws by the force of the highest example, heat I give you the basis of what would be my re- cutters below Quebec would give us a better neither of whom can be supported by the oppo- 

ot the United States, and treaties made or down all that is taught in the church, the ply M greater detail, if time allowed and the security against smuggling than thirty thou- nents of slavery extension without a sacrifice of 

which shall be made under their authority.” school-house, and the college. contingency alluded to above were less remote, sand custom-house employees strung along the consistency duty and self-respect ■ 

Looking to this express provision, I have One Presidential Term .—Of the eight Chief In boyhood, at William and Mary College, li ne that separates us from the British posses- And whereas these" nominations so made 
always held that when a doubtful question— Magistrates that preceded General Harrison— and in common with most, if not all, my com- gions on the continent. I am well acquainted f urn isli the occasion and demonstrate the ne- 

ansing under either the Constitution itself, the whom the nation yet mourns—the first, third, panions, I became deeply impressed with the with that line, and know a great deal of the cessitv of the union of the People under the 

supreme law oi the land, under an act of Con- fourth, fifth, and seventh, presided over this views given by Mr. Jefferson in his « Notes on interests and character of the provincials, banners of Free Democracy in a solemn and 

gress, or a treaty—has once been solemnly ad- Union, respectively, two successive terms; the Virginia,” and by Judge Tucker, in the Ap- Though opposed to incorporating with us any f orma l declaration of their independence of the 

judicated by that Court, the principle ol the de- other three but four years each : and every pendix to his edition ot Blackstone’s Commen- district densely peopled with the Mexican race, Slave Power and of their fixed determination 

eision ought to be taken by all as definitively one of the eight, whilst in office, became a can- taries,” in favor of a gradual emancipation of I should be most happy to fraternize with our )0 regoue ,he Federal Government from its con- 

settled—unless, indeed, it be upon a rehearing didate for a seoahd term. slaves. That Appendix I have not seen in thir- Northern and Northeastern neighbors. tro l. 

before the same tribunal. This appears to me I consider the sublime example set by the ty.oddyears, and in the same period have read What may be the views of the Executive Resolved therefore That we the people here 
too clear for disputation ; for the Court is not Father of his Country in declining a third elec- scarcely anything on the subject; but my early Government on the subject, I Absolutely know assembled ’ remembering the example of our 

only declared to be supreme, and hence there tion—which has been duly followed by four impressions are fresh and unchanged. Hence, nothing; hut I think 1 cannot err in saying fathers in the days of the first Declaration of 


years,lead to a separation of the Whereas we have assembled in Convention, 
w Brunswick, &c., &c., from the as a union of freemen, for the sake of Freedom, 
ry, seems equally probable. forgetting all past political differences in a corn- 

provinces form themselves into an m0 n resolve to maintain the rights of Free La- 
nation, or seek a connection with bor against the aggressions of the Slave Power, 
I-think the probability is greatly and to secure Free Soil for a Free People: 
he latter. In my judgment, the And whereas the political Conventions recent- 
3th sides would he much promoted ly assembled at Baltimore and Philadelphia, 
ation—the several provinces com- . tne one stifling the voice of a great constituency 


L ITTLK EVA, Uncle Tom' i 
composed and dedioat d to M 


RESOLUTIONS OF THE WHIG CONVENTION. eision ou 

The Whigs of the United States, in Conven- before thi 
tion assembled, firmly adhering to the great t00 c j 
conservative republican principles by which Q ] dec j 
they are controlled and governed, and now, as caa | je r 
ever, relying upon the intelligence of the Amer- 0 ‘ d jvc 
ican people, with an abiding confidence in their tribunals 
capacity for self-government and their con- a gett i erc 
tinued devotion to the Constitution and the anarc b v 
Union, do proclaim the following as the polil- bc mind 
ical sentiments and determinations, for tlie execut j v J 
establishment and maintenance of which their p r£ic tical 
national organization as a party is effected : npcinlto • 

I. The Government of the United Stales is p r ; mpu 

of a limited character, and it is confined to the ta blished 
exercise of powers expressly granted by the f a d j re 
Constitution, and such as may be necessary de@d j n 
and proper for carrying the granted powers jno . ’ W( 
into full execution, and that all powers not e6 f 0Pg e) 
thus granted or necessarily implied are express- ° orrected 
ly reserved to the States respectively and to the amendmenTof the Constflution7in out/ o7 the 
people^ ,,,,,,, modes prescribed by that instrument itself— 

II. The State Governments should be held the organic law of the States and the people, 

secure m the.r reserved nghts, and the General Migco “ gtructions 0 f ] aw , other than the Consti- 
Govemment sustainedm its constitutional pow- lut ; on a 
ers, and the Union should be revered and atorv q T , 
watched over as “ the palladium of our liber- j 


of the United States, and treaties made or 
which shall be made under their authority.” 
Looking to this express provision, I have 


States, under slaveholding dictation,'candidates, desire. 
neither of whom can be supported by the oppo- 

nents of slavery extension withou t a sacrifice of in*, or three o'eiook in-he afternoon. 
consistency, duty, and self-respect: reliable” 1 a«sa rHoket^and at theZwest ratea^reel* o* m* 

And whereas these nominations, so made, maiiteated! 81186 * s> an Arnold buffum & y co m " 
furnish the occasion and demonstrate the ne- June 24. 

eessity of the union of the People under the —. john ouveb, carpent^ 

banners of Free Democracy, m a solemn and »r„ oo p , 

formal declaration of their independence of the «m’irMT«V-h. b. rl Lf, j S* ° A .' 

Slave Power, and of their fixed determination J. pairing^ dwelling'^honse8% P tore^ L^and putting up 
to rescue the Federal Government from its con- ana altering an? kind ot natures. He will, by prompt, at- 


Resolved, therefore. That w 


can be no bench beyond, but to Congress is popular Presidents, and would no doubt have if I had had the honor of a seat in the Virgin- that two-thirds of c 
only given the power to constitute “ inferior ” been observed with equal good faith by the ia Legislature in the winter of 1831—”2, when the incorporation, at 


t, I absolutely know assembled, remembering the example of c 
mnot err in saying I fathers in the days of the first Declaration 


the people here- 

Declaration of iVPit 


tribunals. By appeals to the Supreme Court, other three under like circumstances—as es- a bill was brought forward to carry out those ceive its benefits.' ‘ dan’ce’in7ur'"endeavors"*fo advance'it *do Bow Adisoom 

a settlement was intended to be reached, and tablishing a barrier against a third term as views, I should certainly have given it my of course, I am opposed to any underhand p ] an t ourselves upon the NATIONAL PLAT of vop'ea 
anarchy, through a long distraction of the pub- impassable as if it were imbodied in the Con- hearty support. measures on our part in favor of the measure, p 0 RM OF FREEDOM in opposition to the cI &.i l£ 

lie mind, on great questions of legislative and stitution itself.' But I do not consider it respect- I suppose 1 scarcely need say, that in my 0 r any other act of bad faith towards Great s ect i 0 nal Platform of Slavery 1 aWmth 

executive power, thus rendered impossible, ful to the people, nor otherwise proper in a can- opinion Congress has rio color of authority un- Britain. Her good will, in my view of the Resolved That Slavery in the several States 

Practically, therefore, for tbe people, and es- didate, to solicit favor on a pledge that, if elect- der the Constitution for touohing the relation matter, is only second to that of the provincials ; n t j,j 8 Union which recoanise its existence “itch i 

pecially their functionaries, to deny, to disturb, ed, he will not accept a second nomination. It of master and slave within a State. themselves; and that the former would soon depends upon State laws alone which cannot - 

or impugn principles thus constitutionally es- looks too much like a bargain tendered to other I hold the opposite opinion in respect to the follow the latter, considering the present tem- be repdaled or modified bv the Federal Govern TO 1 

tablished, strikes me as of evil example, if not aspirants—yield to me now; I shall soon be District of Columbia. Here, with the consent .per and condition of Christendom, cannot he men f and f or w hich laws that Government are 
of a direct revolutionary tendency, except, in- out of your way—too much like the interest of the owners, or on the payment of “just eom- doubted. not responsible We therefore propose no in- Toamvai 

deed, in the case of a judicial decision, enlarg- that sometimes governs the cardinals in the psnsation,” Congress may legislate at its dis- The foregoing views I have long been in the terference bv Congress with Slavery within the mut¬ 
ing power, and against liberty ; and any dan- .choice of a Pope—many voting for themselves cretion. But my conviction is equally strong habit of expressing in conversation. I give limits of anv Stale. * Tbieto 

gerous error of this sort can always he easily first, and, if without success, finally for the that, unless it he step by step with the Legis- them to you for what they may he worth. Resolved That the PROVISO of Jefferson siouainfla 

corrected (and. should be only corrected) by an most superannuated, in order that the election latures of Virginia and Maryland, it would be Faithfully yours, Winfielp Scott. to nmhiWr th"<- r-rvitrm-r nf nfW l«nn’ th . eir 

amendment of the Constitution, in one of the may the sooner coMe round again. I am, how- dangerous to both races in those States to touch ~ -•- in all the Territorfos of the Umted States ToyS 

modes prescribed by that instrument itself— ever, in favor of an amendment of the Consti- the relation between master and slave in this NATURALIZED CITIZENS. Southern and Northern • the votes of six States offer3 °j 

SKstttfeas. s safe Six. “f&*- * **.«... „ «« 

tution, are yet more readily corrected by amend- election to the Presidency; and also of an ex- Congress was bound by the Constitution tp re- CentleMen: 1 have received your note, m- t) ,. . rhl .i Persons 

atory or declaratory acts of Congress. tension of the term to that of a Senator—a ceive, to refer, and to report upon petitions re- viting me to join you at Philadelphia, in the g t p Northwestern Territory bv the ORDI- 

The Executive Veto. —This, by the framers period of six years. lating to domestic slavery, as in the ease of all celebration of the approaching St. Patrick’s y / trd h together! 

of the Constitution, oould only have been de- Agency of the President in Legislation.— 1. other petitions; hut I have not failed to see day—an honor which I regret the press of U™ L,?“ P htsmW nf 1)yaddresi 

signed—1. To enable the President to defend I am persuaded that this should be strictly and to regret the unavoidable irritation which business obliges me_to decline. thotnsr5r.it si--- 1 - - l n—-ho* it wos tUsssttlsrl May at. 

his own rightful powers against usurpations on limited. 2. To the veto qualified as suggested the former have produced in the Southern You do me but justice in supposing me to v of the Nation not to extend nationalise sooo 

the part of Congress. 2. To enable him to above. 3. To the command of the Constitu- States, with the consequent peril to the two feel a lively interest in Ireland and her sons. p y w tn limit Wi'lGe an.l rWnnr- 

forbid other legislative infractions of the Con- tion, “be shall, from time to time, give to the colors, whereby the adoption of any plan of Perhaps no man, certainly no American, owes «■ ' ® ’ i , w • ’ pK ’ h ieh ,hnnld 

stitution; and 3. To guard the country against Congress information of the state of the Union, emancipation has everywhere among us been so much to the valor and blood of Irishmen as j= , J , a f J’ , 

other acts of hasty or violent legislation. and recommend to their consideration such greatly retarded. .myself. Many of them marched and fought mpnt m ,p.bt to return ’ 

It is hardly possible to conceive a case, under measures as he shall judge necessary and ex-' I own myself no slaves, but never have at- under my command in the war of 1812—”15, th . ■ i thp p™. fCOKsa 

the first or second of those heads, against which pedient;” and 4. To furnishing, through the tached blame to masters for not liberating their and many more (thousands) in the recent war . . , „ ' . „ inihXu 

the Judiciary—the balance-wheel of the sys- appropriate Executive departments, such de- slaves—well knowing that liberation, without with Mexico, not one of whom was ever known „«♦:«„„! A hi„ r .„ 'tA^rt-WlaV.’snotinA »ta<i.«oo : 

tem—does not afford, of itself, all the security tails for hills as any committee of either House the means of sending them in comfort to some to turn his hack upon the enemy or a friend. ® ‘ p _ p „„i _if* ._.i d > cent, fore 

that the people can require. of Congress may specially call for. position favorable to the pursuit of happiness, I salute you, gentlemen with my cordial re-. P«>more me tnerai weiiare ano secure i.no 

But, without the protection of either the Leading Measures of the late Extra Session of would, in most cases, be highly injurious to all spects. Winfield Scott. . „ J. r y » c . New y. 

bench or the veto, would the Executive depart- Congress .—If I had had the honor of a vote on around, as well as to the manumitted families R. Tyler, C. McCaullay, W. Dickson, P. const itutional Dower to deDrive anv Derson i tiii i 


executive power, thus rendered impossible, ful to the people, nor oth 
Practically, therefore, for the people, and es- didate, to solicit favor on 
pecially their functionaries, to deny, to disturb, ed, he will not accept a 
or impugn principles thus constitutionally es- looks too much like a ba 
tablished, strikes me as of evil example, if not aspirants—yield to me 
of a direct revolutionary tendency, except, in- out of your way—too l 
deed, in the case of a judicial decision, enlarg- that sometimes governs 
ing power, and against liberty ; and any dan- .choice of a Pope—manj 
gerous error of this sort can always he easily first, and, if without si 
corrected (and. should be only corrected) by an most superannuated, in 


ustances—as es- a hill was brought forward to carry out those 
i. third term as views, I should certainly have given it my 
lied in the Con- hearty support. 

nsider it respect- I suppose 1 scarcely need say, that in my 
proper in a can- opinion Congress has rio color of authority un- 
lae that if elect- der the Constitution for touohing the relation 


Independence, putting our trust in God for the 
triumph of our cause, and invoking His gui¬ 
dance in our endeavors to advance it, do now 
plant ourselves upon the NATIONAL PLAT- 


111. That while struggling freedom, every- 8 ; gried _; .p, 

where, enlists the warmest sympathy of the h is own right 
Whig party /we still adhere to the doctrines of the part q f ( 
the Father ot his Country , as announced m his f or ^ other ] 
Farewell Address, of keeping ourselves free station; and 
from all entangling alliances with foreign coun- ot h e r acts of 
tries, and of never quitting our own to stand Ifcis hardly 
upon foreign ground. That our mission as a t j le fi rB t 0 r set 
Republic is not to propagate our opinions, or fche Jadician 

impose on other countries our form of govern- tem _^ oes no 

ment, by artifice or force, but to teach by ex- tha t the peop 
ample, and show by our success, moderation, g u t witho 
and justice, the blessings of self-government and bench or the 


the advantages of free institutions. ment 

IV. That where the people make and con- too w 
trol the Government, they should obey its con- tions 1 
stitution, laws, and treaties, as they would re- ted - o 
tain their self-respect, and the respect which be th 
they claim and will enforce from foreign me nt' 


stitution itself.' But I do not consider it respect- I suppose 1 scarcely need say, that in my 0 r any other act of bad faith towards Great Sectional Platform of 
ful to the people, nor otherwise proper in a can- opinion Congress has no color of authority un- Britain. Her good will, in my view of the ^ Resolved That Sla 
didate, to solicit favor on a pledge that, if elect- der the Constitution for touohing the relation matter, is only second to that of the provincials ; n t hj g Union wbicl 
ed, he will not accept a second nomination. It of master and slave within a State. themselves; and that the former would soon depends upon State 1 

looks too much like a bargain tendered to other I hold the opposite opinion in respect to the follow the latter, considering the present tem- be repdaled or modifie 
aspirants—yield to me now; I shall soon he District of Columbia. Here, with the consent .per and condition of Christendom, cannot be ment and for which 

out of your way—too much like the interest of the owners, or on the payment of “just com- doubted. not responsible. We 

that sometimes governs the cardinals in the psnsation,” Congress may legislate at its dis- The foregoing views I have long been in the terference by Conare: 

choice of a Pope—many voting for themselves cretion. But my conviction is equally strong habit of expressing in conversation. I give limits of any State, 

first, and, if without success, finally for the that, unless it he step by step with the Legis- them to you for what-they may he worth. Resolved That the 

most superannuated, in order that the election latures of Virginia and Maryland, it would be Faithfully yours, Winfield Scott. -to prohibit the existei 
may the sooner doine round again. I am, how- dangerous to both raees in those States to touch m — ’ifefeA-d t. ? i in all the TWritorir 

ever, in favor of an amendment of the Consti- the relation between master and slave in this NATURALIZED CITIZENS. Southern and Northe 

csffiiSiz *»»«... w Shtsss 


t should be conducted upon Constitution 


P i mciples ol the strictest economy, and rev- the power of the sword, and he has again and of the Treasury, as well as to many of the wants ration has been great, and is still progressive, adopted citizens. 1 can say that the Irish, the 

enue sufficient for the expenses thereof, in again had that of the purse also. The Houses of our commerce and currency. notwithstanding the disturbing causes alluded Germans, the Swiss, the French, the Britons, 

time of peace, ought to be mainly derived from 0 f Congress, it is true, lay taxes, fix imposts, Secret or Oath-bound Societies .—I have not to above. The more direct process of emanci- and other adopted citizens, fought in the same 

a duty on imports, and not from direct taxes; and regulate the sales of the public domain; been a member of a masonic lodge in thirty- pation may, no doubt, be earlier commenced ranks, under the same colors, side by side with 

and in levying such duties, sound policy re- but it is he, through his agents, who handles odd years, nor a visiter of any lodge since, ex- and quickened in some communities than in native-born Americans—exhibiting like cour- 

quire., a just discrimination and protection irom the proceeds. From 1833 to 1836 (to say noth- cept onee—now more than sixteen years ago. others. Eaeh, I do not question, has the right age and efficiency, and uniting at every victory 

frqud by specific duties,' when practicable, ing of the present) he alone nominated and There are at many academies and colleges, as to judge for itself, both as to time and means ; in the same enthusiastic shouts in honor of our 

whereby suitable encouragement may be as- dismissed all the agents who kept, as well as is well known, associations of students, tutors, and I consider interference Or aid from with- flag and country, From Vera Cruz to the City 


ent (become so superjudicial of late years) be the occasion, it would have been given in fa- themselves, unless the operation wore general, 
o weak to fulfil the strictly Executive func- vor of the land distribution bill, the bankrupt and under the auspices of prudent legislation. 
>ns for which it was more particularly crea- bill, and- the second hill for creating a fiscal But I am persuaded that it is a high moral ob- 
d; or, rather, would not that department still corporation—having long been under a con- ligation of masters and slaveholding States to 
: the most powerful for evil in the Govern- viction that in peace, as in war, something employ all means' not incompatible with the 
ent? efficient, in the nature of a Bank of the United safety of both colors, to meliorate slavery, even 

The President is, under the checks of the States, is not only “ necessary and proper,” to extermination. 

institution and law, rightfully invested with but indispensable to the successful operations It is gratifying to know that general melio- 


the power of the sword, and he has again and of the Treasury, as well as to rr 
again had that of the purse also. The Houses of our commerce and currenc; 
of Congress, it is true, lay taxes, fix imposts, Secret or Oath-bound Socie i 


ration hag been great, a: 


ieir and many more (thousands) in the recent war 
jut with Mexico, not one of whom was over known 
me to turn his hack upon the enemy or a friend. 
3ss, I salute you, gentlemen, with my cordial re- ; 
all spects. Winfield Scott. 

lies R. Tyler, C. McCaullay, W. Dickson, P. 

•al, W. Conroy, and J. McCann, Esq’s., _ 

on. Committee, fyc. 

ob " After the conquest of Mexico, on his return 

the tbe United States, he. was met at Elizabeth¬ 

an town, New Jersey, and in reply, on an address 
by Alderman Franklin, said— 

}io- “ You have been pleased, sir, to allude to our 
ive, adopted citizens. I can say that the Irish, the 


such duties, sound policy 


taxes; and regulate the sales of the public domaii 


s agents, who handles odd years, r 


States in Congress, and the entire history of 

that period, clearly show that it was the settled M, y al - _ 

policy of the Nation, not to extend, nationalize, so,ooo copies 
or encourage, hut to limit, localize, and discour- UNCLE TOJl’S CJ 
age Slavery; and to this policy, which should : 
never have been departed from, the Govern- By MRS 

ment ought to return. BY s ' * 

Resolved, That our fathers ordained the Con- r cash prices,'ri* : 
stitution of the United States, in order, among doth,leuered, &1.60; 
Other great national objects, to establish justice, oe a t d for°i:a!ah 0 on8aie 
promote the general welfare, and secure the 
blessings of Liberty; but expressly denied to _ ., , , 

the Federal Government, which they created, ew or C| nne 1 
all constitutional power to deprive any person philipsbcrg 
of life, liberty, or property, without due legal 
process. I^dh'SoT’the 

Resolved, That, in the judgment of this Con- Big Beaver Creek— 
vention. Congress has no more power to make eighty Wheeling 
a SLAVE than to make a ICING; no more bie/ra^Pn.iip-hur 
power to institute or establish SLAVERY than stmay mils immediat 
to institute or establish a MONARCHY; no “oontyTotn mB e\v 
•such power can be found among those specift- baiiaiugs are oanven 
callv conferred by the Constitution, or derived poses; the ladies' m 
by just implication from them. ' Sl '™ 

Resolved, .That it is the Duty of the Arched Saloon, &o.,h 
Federal Government to relieve itself t a biiS™eS S "rhe’p 

FROM ALL RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE EXISTENCE tkal experience as a i 
OR CONTINUANCE OF SLAVERY WHEREVER hen practiced under C 


whereby suitable encouragement may b 
sured lo American industry, equally t 
classes and to all portions of the country. 

VI. The Constitution vests in Congres 
power to open and repair harbors, and rei 
obstructions from navigable rivers; and 
expedient that Congress shall exercise 


power whenever such improvements are necessary The rapid increase and spread of population, been enrolled as an honorary member of as ever mild and considerate. Hence all violence many hard-fought hatt 

for the common defence or for the protection and the growth of national wealth, the amount of many such associations. I am sorry to be re- ought to be deprecated by the friends of reli- f or invidious distinction. 

facility of commerce with foreign nations or revenue collected and disbursed, the new rela- minded that by some strange neglect I have gion and humanity. Their persuasions cannot the faithful sons of our . 

among the States; such improvements being, tions (by the extension of commerce) with failed to accept one of those honorable distine- fail at the right time to free the master from spectator could fail to n 

in every instance, national and general in their foreign countries, the additional appointments tions. the slave, and the slave from the master—per- prejudice he might ha 

character. at home and abroad, the number and value of Finally, I am asked, if nominated as a can- haps before the latter shall have found out and comparative merits of - 

VII. The Federal and State Governments contracts—all constantly and necessarily on the didate for the Presidency, would you accept acknowledged that the relation between the Americans by adoption.’ 

are parts of one system, alike necessary for the increase—a general decay in morals, perhaps the nomination ? I beg leave respectfully to parties had long been mutually prejudicial to < 

common prosperity, peace, and security, and as great in Congress as elsewhere; the habit reply—yes; provided that I be not required to their worldly interests. GENERAL SCOT! 

ought to be regarded alike with a cordial, habit- that we have seen prevail during several Pres- renounce any principle professed above. My There is no evil without^ in the order of W 

ual, and immovable attachment. Respect for idential terms, of filling public offices with but principles are convictions. Providence, some compensating benefit. The Washin 

the authority of each, and acquiescence in the little or no regard to moral standing—have, Hoping that you; who have done me the bleeding African was torn from his savage Sir: I have had the 

constitutional measures of each, are duties re- taken together, already opened to the head of honor to invite this general reply, may, with home by his ferocious neighbors, sold into sla- your hands the official 


> all those who collected, distributed, and disbursed and professors, for purely literary purposes; 

the public revenue. The apothegm, make us and their meetings generally, for aught that I 
i the executors, we care not who are your legatees, know, may he secret. Twenty-eight years ago 
ioye has a frightful application to such agents, and I was onee present with such an association, 
it is the immense treasure that annually passes and never since; and I have, within five years, 
that through their hands. ' received many flattering notices of my having 


out, except on invitation from authority with- of Mexico, there was one generous rivalry i 
in, to be as hurtful to the sure progress of me- heroic daring and brilliant achievements. L( 


'-eight years ago lioration, as it may he fatal to the lives of vast those who witnessed that career of valor and Resolved, that 
h an association, multitudes, of all ages, sexes, and colors. The patriotism say, if \they can, what race, accord- re ’. ent ot taIS 
vithin five years, work of liberation cannot be forced without ing to numbers, contributed most to the general ot preventing the t 
tes of my having such horrid results. Christian philanthropy is success and glory of the campaign. On the ritory now tree, is 
y member of as ever mild and considerate. Hence all violence many hard-fought battles, there was no room suab terntoryby r 
n sorry to he re- ought to be deprecated by the friends of reli- for invidious distinction. All proved themselves ^ Resolved, I hat 
s neglect I have gion and humanity. Their persuasions cannot the faithful sons of our beloved country, and no the blave Power 


the faithful sons of our beloved country, and no 
spectator could fail to dismiss any imaginary ^ demand for 
prejudice he might have entertained as to the cabn but “ na * an - 
comparative merits of Americans by birth and and n0 more Slav 
.. *. . , . , J our extensive doi 


GENERAL SCOTT’S ACCEPTANCE. 


quired by the plainest consideration of National, the Government elements of power and cor- 
of State, and individual welfare. ruption which it was impossible for the framers 

VIII. Theseries of acts of the31st Congress, and adopters of the Constitution to foresee or 
commonly known as the Compromise or Ad- to conceive. Who,atthatdistantday,forex- 
justment, (the act ior the recovery of fugitives ample, ever dreamed of the spectacles which 
from labor included,) are received and acquies- have recently disgusted every honest citizen?— 
ced in by the Whigs of the United States as a Of postmasters, mail contractors, mail agents, 
final settlement, in principle and substance, of and census takers, covering the land with 
the subjects to which they relate; and so far as Government pamphlets, handbills, and extra 
these acts are concerned, we will maintain gazettes, sufficient (if read) to sap the morals, 
. them, and insist on their strict enforcement, 1 public add private, of an entire generation?— 


Washington, June 2 
Sir : I have had the honor to reo 
mr hands the official notice of m; 


Resolved, That the true, and, in the judg¬ 
ment of this Convention, the only sale means 
of preventing the extension of Slavery into ter¬ 
ritory now free, is to prohibit its existence in all 
such territory by an act of Congress. 

Resolved, That we accept the issue which 1 
the Slave Power has forced upon us, and to 
their demand for more Slave Territories, our 
calm hut final answer is, no more Slave States 
and no more Slave Territory. Let the soil of 
opr extensive domains be ever kept free, for 
the hardy pioneers of our own land, and the 
oppressed and banished of other lands, seeking 
homes of comfort and fields of enterprise in the 
New World. 

[The resolution in regard to the Compromise 
bill introduced into/ the United States Senate in 


the millions, be enabled in i 
fix on some other citizen a 
more worthy, and therefore n 


ciliate the majority of popular suffrages, I re¬ 
main, gentlemen, your friend and fellow-citi¬ 
zen, Winfield Scott. 

LETTER SECOND. 

On the Naturalization Laws. 
Washington, November 10, 1841. 
Dear Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge 


year or two to very, and cast upon this continent. Here, 
your candidate the mild South, the race has wonderfully m 
ore likely to eon- tiplied, compared with anything ever kno- 


is have become many millions; and all, upon 


ully mul- the office of President of the United States,” to- 
r known gether with “ a copy of the resolutions passed 
of a few by the Convention, expressing their opinions 


il notice ot my “unnni- Din introduced into tne united states senate in tt * 8 Jnrt ^jwteateiL'iHtk'^itay^ itaUted'uia 
the Whig candidate for 1848, and the resolution relating to Oregon, are JH. beam, that can be made to run deeper or shAitower and 


from the first, made acquainted with the arts 
of civilization, and above all, brought under 
the light of the Gospel. 

From the promise made to Abraham, some 
two thousand years had elapsed before the ad¬ 
vent of our Saviour, and the Israelites, the 


; and experience shall demonstrate of the custom-house mercenaries in the large your letter of the 8th instant, written, as you chosen people ol God, w 


national policy.” on cerlair 

This great distinction, conferred by a nu- therefore, 
merous, intelligent, and patriotic body, repre- Resolved, That we d< 
senting millions of my countrymen, sinks deep AGE for the people; a 

into my heart. Remembering the very emi- penses ar 1 - 

nent names which were before the Convention ment; th 
in amicable competition with my own, I am and salar 


iions passed And whereas it is due, not only to this occa- 
eir opinions sion, but to the whole People of the United 
questions of States, that we should al§o declare ourselves 
on eertain other questions of national policy— 


Resolved, That we demand CHEAP POST- -ivtewspaper ' t 
AGE for the people; a retrenchment of the ex- IN agents fir rite i 
penses and patronage of the Federal Govern- | c»we 
ment; the abolition of all'unnecessary offices [noeeareaT re ' 8 ' P 
and salaries; and the plection by the People of June24. 







